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of adventures, when the former lights upon Aesop and Phalaris asleep,
aud would have dispatched them both at once, to his own immen=2> con-
font, and great renown, hut the goddess Affright interposing. he is
only able to seize upon their armour, and runs oftf with it. us if he had
fairly disposed of the heroes themselves.  Swift is nat seldom coarse
i thic, as in hix other works, hut upon the whole less <o in this thanin
ns other =atirical productions. In the special eontraversy, Beutley, not-
withstanding 5wift’s satire, is more than a mateh for all his oppoucnts;
or his learuinyy was able trivmphantly to establish the poiut indispute,
the spurionsness of the, Epistles in question.  The controversy is nemor-
able chiefly as a morument of Bentlev's scholarly gladiatorship, nad as
having furnished the oceasiv .0 awitt's famous travestie or hurlesque
description. A chapter in ** Gulliver's Travels,” describing the
aeademy of Lagado would seemn to have been suggested by a passage
in Sir Win. Temple’s reply to Wotton’s ¢« Reflections upon Ancient and
Modern Learning.” Swift was the relative of Sir Wm. Temple and
resided for some time in his house at Moorpark. Swift's writings are
the appropriate vut-come of the age. They are either directly nolitical
ar serio-comic, touching upon the public questions of the day, and
happily satirising, or holding up to deserved ridicule, the pretensions
and follics of the time. Originally the supporter of the Whigs, of
whom Siv Wi, Temple was one of the recognized leaders, he becawe,
owing to blighted expecta‘ions of patronage, their inveterate enemy, and
lepeeforth lashed them with his unmerciful satire. His poetry—no
oetry in any leghimate sense of the term—is employed upon similar
themes with Lis prose, and is itself but prose in rhyme. In the six-
syllabic line, for the most part, it is uniformly in the easy vein of bur-
Jlesque, or the more bitter one of satire. That it has point and humour
;and ao easy flow of versification, is not saying much—that it has suy
pretensious to imagination, or the proper characteristies of poetry can-
not be said at all.  Its mnost poetical passages are still far from the
genuiue offspring of the muses. * Gulhiver's Travels,” satirising the coa-
ventionalities, and many of the serious follies of life, will always be read
by boys with avidity. apart from the ironical meaning conched under
the descriptions, nnd has the same shelf in a boy's library with all
fairy tales, and with Robinson Crusoe. It may be fairly questioned,
however, whether boys cver get beyoud the voyage to Lilliput—very
fow mdeed, we Delieve, ever made out that to Brobdingnag. The
Brobdingna:“ans have tot the fascination to young minds of their lesser
counter-parts in Lilliput. A boy tecls a sort of superiority to a Lilli-
utian, whereas a Brobdingnagian made Gulliver himself feel con-

emptible. The mathematicians of Laputa, aud the scholars, philoso-
bers, and projeciors of Lagado, do not attract many even of older

ople. ‘The verisimilitude of the narrative is lost by the repeated

hipwrecks, and by the abnormal conditions of existence to which our

aith is solicited. The Houyhnhmns, notwithstanding their cxalted

irines, are 1ot a race to which we are willing o surrender the prero-

atives of our own species, The Hoating or flying island of Laputa—

ith its vast magnet—at onde its principle of motion, and its helm to




