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of culture among the f unctionaries of
the Frenchi dominion. iParkman tells
us that the physician Sarrazin, 'whose
iaine stili clings to the pitcher-plant
(Sarraceniapui-purea) was fur y ears tb e
only real mcdical man i11 Canada, and
M'as chiefly dependent for bis support
-on the miserable l)ittallce of three
hundred francsi yearly, given hum by
the king. Yet it would be a inistake
to suppose there was no0 cultivated so-
-ciety in Canada. The navigator iBou-
gainville tells us, that, thougli educa-
tion was so defective, the Canadians
were naturally very intelligent, and
their accent was as good as that of the
Parisians. Another well-in formed wrn-
ter says 'there wvas a select littie soci-
ety in Quebec, which wants nothing to
make it agreeable. In the salons of
the wives of the Governor and Inten-
dant, one finds circles as brilliant
as in other countries. Science and the
Fine Arts have their turn, and conver-
sation does not flag. The Canadians
breathe fromn their birth an air of li-
berty, which makes thein very plea-
isant in the intercourse of life, and our
language is nowhere more purely spo-
ken.' But the people outside of the
littie coterie, of which this writer
zpeake so, flatteringly, had no0 opportu-
nities whatever of following the pro-
gress of new ideas in the parent state.
What learning there was, could only
be found among the priests, to whom
we owe ' Les Relations des Jesuites,'
among other less notable productions.
The Roman Catholic Churcli, being
every where a democracy, the h umblest
Iabitant might enter its ranka and as-
pire to, its highest dignities. Conse-
quently we find the pioneers of that
Churcb, at the very outeet, affording
the Canadian an opportunity, irrespec-
tive of birth or wealth, of entering
within its pale. But apart froin thig
clasm, there was ne inducement offered
to Canadian intellect in those turnes.

The Conquest robbed the country
of a large proportion of the best clasm
of the Canadian noblesse, and many
years elapsed before the people awoke

from their mental slumber. The press
alone illustrated the literary capacity
of the best intellects for very many
years after the fali of Quebec. We
have already read bow mnïy political
writers of eminence were born with
the endow ment of the Canadian with
political riglits, which aroused him
froin bis torpor and gave bis mental
faculties a new impulse. The only
works, bowever, of national impor-
tance which issued froin the press,
froni the Conquest to the Union of
1840, were iNir. Josephi Bouchette's
topographical descriptions of British
North A merica, which had to be pub-
lished in Engtand at a great expense;
but these books, creditable as they
were to the ability and industry of the
author, and useful as they certai-ily
were to the whole country, could
neyer enter into general circulation.
They must always remain, however,
the most creditable Rpecimens of works
of that clasa ever published in any
country. The first volume of poetry,
written by î.,French Canadian, was
published in 1830, by M. Michel Bi-
baud, who was also, the editor of the
' Bibliothèque Canadienne,' and ' Le
Magazin du Bas Canada,' periodicals
very short lived, though. somnewhat
promising.

From the year 1840, commenced a
new era in French Canadian letters,
as we can see by reference to, the pages
of several periodical p)ublications,
whîch were issued subsequently. ' Le
iRepertoire National,' published from
1848 te, 1850, contained the first ef-
fort*s of those writers who could fairly
lay dlaim te be the pioneers of Frenchi
Canadian Literature. This useful pub.
lication was followed by the ' Soirées
Canadiennes,' and ' Le Foyer Cana-
dien,' which also gave a new impulse
to, native talent, and those who wish
to study the productions of the early
days of French Canadian literature
will find much interest and profit in
the pages of these characteristic pul,-
lîcations, as well.as in the 'Revue
Canadienne,' of these later tâmes.
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