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demnands of morality iglît>] bc ]et down to a standard, consis-
tent witlî the easy groingr convenience o? the inost worldly-
niindcd society. By the fi-ce use o? the principles of
probabilismn, wvhichi authorized a penitent to quote the opinion
of any reputable thecologian in justification of a doubtrul
transaction, even thoughl conidemnied alikze by hiis own consci-
ence and tliat of hiis cotifessor, they debauchied conscience
altogrethier. Thiey thus broughit it about thiat the ethical
standlard of the clîurclm, whlielî duritig the first three centuries
wvas gr-atly above thfat of the stirrounding coinnnunity, in the

sevcnteenthi century fci] far beiov it. 'l'lie instiinitancSis
success of Pascal's exposuire of their teaeluing on such enorîni-
ties as secret compensation, inen ta) reservati on, and 1)01 tical
assassination> shiowcd low unfit tliey were to bac regarded as
the mnoral teachiers of the wvorid. Very iiiany suppose that
the teaching of the Jesuits on ai] these points is whloily_
difibrent froin that.o? the rest of the Romnan Catholie casuists,
but titis is Iargcely erroneouis. It is truc tiîat sonie of titeir
more extrene conclusions have beeri condeimncd by the
chiurcli and they have been conipelled to profess a soznewhlat
stricter standard. But tie truth is that tixeir nicthods, prini-
ciples and i'esuits are ahnost cveryw'herc the saine as those o?
other writers who bave met wiLlh universal approvai. Any
difl'erence, on the part o? the Jesuits is simply through thieir
beingr more tlioroiigligoiing and logical in txe apl)picationl o?
tie recognrizcd principies of tie systeni. As a systemn of
Christian ethics the casuistry provided for the confessional
mnust be pronioiiincedl a failire.

Even its own îrîost strenuous advocatus are more or less
conscious o? thiat failure. An cînhxiient Roinan CaLhohie thico-
logian once said to nie, by way o? excuse for defeets o? diec-
systeni, thiat thecir Moral Theology mvas îîot a fair representa-
tion o? the ethical tcaching o? the Roinan Cathiolie churcli,. ~
being(I intended iierely as a guide to thepriests in dcaling withi
tie adjudication of cases in the court of tie confessional, aind
therefore soiewlhat legral iii its îuethods. 'llhie renil ethiical
teachingr of the chnrchi, lie added, was to be found iu tl1eir.
ascetie wvorks. But iinasinuch as the priinciples inculcated in'

these asctie wc)rks -are snch as find thecir logical outcomce ii'
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