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R~at-tat. ''Only th lie o!tiiaîîi". Aml
wCe opien the letter and tlîrow away the en-i
velope withlit the g otps f a thugh-t of
the wouiderfut tiuwlîiîaery by which it ILaýý
becin carried-perhaps lîetweeî i tee alid
foui, linilved miles -iii teti ltors or ïo at
the ('ost of a few teuts, a fact m hidicet
t iiîy entities the post office to at place

ipretty lugli ai) îîmoîît the marvels of a
modemn civiliz'ation.

Let us carry our ids bauk to the time
ivhcn the postunant was liot, and the lutter-
carrier, as m lette r- ca rrer, w':s au un-
knlownl beiîîg; %iiteui letters aiid packiets,
ltnless tlîey wei'e Sent i>y a il)eiiL imess8til-
gret, Waîîdered about froni carter to carter,
aîîd if they finally reachiei tlîeir destina-
tion at ail, wliil wvas by no mneamîs ta lie
looked upon as more tlîaî probable, took a
in )st ticons-cionable loiîg time aboat it.

Not tili the 1jîeriod of the W ars of the
R~oses, iii England, tiîrep, hutidreil ye-ars
Wgo, did our ancestors tlîink the establish-
muent of anything approaclîing tae a post-
otliee a necessity; but the conveyance of
letters thon begran to lie entrusted te the
commen carriers, whose heavy waggons
splashed along leiburely throughi iud anîd
nmire; andi if the reîdy to a letter, say te
London, caine back within et couple of
miontbs or so, the senîler of the original
missive thought himself an extremely lucky
inidividual.

Wretched as was this met hod-or want
of method--of lctter-carryirýg, it was en-
dured with oniy a moderate amount of
grumbling; the richer classes sending their
correspondence by private foot-runners,
until in the sixteenth century foot and

hotu-e posts hiegu,-in to lie re mlarlyenîly
ed, aînd Continued to lie the oliiy ineuins
tes(>( for at coupîle of lîundred y-eais or
tiie[ caluouts.

The postuti sci-viee of tliose tîmes wvus et
vei-y (ielibtwate afLuir, with atu entii itb-

:sence of tliît hauste witiîout hurry, and
ý,pCeîl %vitilient con)fusýion, wiiich c lauacter-
isc tîe j'ost-otfice at lîresent. An idica of
its ruipidity niay he glathered froin the faeL
tiîut ii) 1635 thme reigning-t inonarcit, Charles

L., of thap1 îy meutory, anxius Lu exit.-
(dite the cttrrvingý of mails between London
ami Edinbunigli, the most important pesl.t
ini the kiiîgdomn, i,,suedl a proclamation
coirtnmandnig bis "[iostinister for foreign
parts to settIe at tuniîîg pîost or two*" sucli
was tlîca.liîîost. sttudioiisly ataibigneous word-
iiig of the documnent, - to run niglit and
day betven 1Edinburgh anid Lonîdon; te
go tîtither anîd to come back again in six
dtays". Nowadays the mails are whirled
between tlie two capituils in soinethit like
nine hours.

But as late as the year 1715 foot-runiiers
were the ouly letter-carriers in Scôtland.
Trîe runîler weut wiiat lie conisidered'l, fair
day's jourîîey, ami then quietly put up for
the night and. started again ini the moûriting-
tlîat is, if iL didii't happen to ran liard, lie-
cause if iL did lie frequentiy feit quite just-
ified' in not startingr util lie could do se
without danger of a wettingy.

Little wonder that nîany of the packets
entrusteti to the care of the Post Office bore
startling and un complii-entary superscrip-
tions, calculated, as the writers hoped with
a feeling of liaif t1espondlency, if such a
seemingly contradiction of teris is allow-
able, to goad the la7y runners into a little
extra exertion. Here is a specimen: "Be
this, letter delîvered with haste! Ride, vil-
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