.

PLEASANT HOURS,

‘IT I8 MORE BLESSED.”

IVE! asthe momirg that flows ont of
J beaven;
Oirc ! as the waves when their channel fp
ivin;
Give ! as the free air and sunshine are given;
Lavishly. ntterly, coaseleraly, give.
Not the waste diops of thy cup overflowing,
Not the faint sparks of thy hearth ever

glowing,
FRot o pale bad from the Juuo roao’s
blowing,
Olveﬁu he gave theo, who gave thes to
ve.

Pour out thy love liko the rush of a river,
Wasting ita wators, for evor and ever,
T}rougli the burnt sinda that v ward not the
gleer,
sileat or ;onghl, thou nearest tho ses.
Beatier thy lWe av the summer shover's

l}omngl
What if po bird through the pearl-raln is

mnin%!
Woat 1t no blossom looks upward adoring }
Look to the 'ire that was lavished for thee,

Give, though thy heart msy bs wasted 2ad
weary,

Though frora {ta pulees a faint miserere
Beats to thy - ul the ead presage of fate,
Bind it with coids of unshrinking devotlon ;
8mile at the song of its rertless emotion ;
"T1s the stern hymn of eternity's ocean ;

Hear ! and in sllencs thy faturo awsit,

So the wild wind strews its perfumed car.

cases,

Eril and thanklsas the dsaert it bleases,

Bitter the waves that ita sofc pinion presses,
Never it osaseth to whisjer and sing.

What if the hard heart give thorns for thy

roses ¥

What it on *o7ka thy tired bogom reposes !

Sweetest is music wirh miner-keyed closes,
Pairast the vioes that on ruin will eling,

Almost tte day of thy giving is over;
Ere from thoy grmytgillea %he beo-haunted
clovef,
Thou wilt have vanished from friend and
from lover,
What shall thy longing avail in the grave!
Give ax the Leart gives whose fettors gre
breaking,
Late, love, and hope, all thy dreams and thy
wking,
Soun, heavca’s river thy soul-faver alakipg,
Thou shalt know God and the g3f¢t that he
ave,
8 ~ZRoss Terry Cooke,

WHO PRINTED THE FIRST
PROOF-PAGE OF THE
BIBLE,

Tr1s has heen & much-debated ques-
tion, ag the ho ouc is claimed hy both
Hclland snd Germany. Be it as it
may, there iz & pretty well authenti.
cated story tald by an old Datch
writer, wko waa at one time president
of Haarlem Qollege, which is related
by Dcpa'd Q. Mi chell in this manner;

1o the year 1420 there wag living
in the city of Haarlem an old gentle-
man who kept the keys of the cath-
tdral, and who used after dinner to
walk in the famuus wood which was
just withont the city walle. Qae day
»hilo walking there he found a very
smenth bit of beech-bark, on which—ss
he was a handy man with his knife—he
cut several letters 8o plainly and neatly
that afier his return home he 2% mped
them upon paper and gave the paper
to his boy as & “‘copy.” After this,
sceing that tho thing had been neatly
done, the old gentleman—whcse nsme
was Lawrence Costes— foll to thinking
what wnight be done with such letters
cat in wood. By blackenicg them
with ik he made black stawps upon
paper, atd by dint of much tbinking
and much working he orm in time,
to the st ming of whole broalsides of
letters—wbhich was reslly printing.
o |} Bat befaie he aucceeded in dolng this
8 '] vell ha found it necesiavy to try many

¥ ex, eiaeals, and to take ivto b em.

ploy teveral apprentices. Hs did his

work very secretly, and enjol* ~d upon
bis apprertices to eay nnt’ '.g of the
trials he wag making, Ruta dishonest
one among them atter a time ran off
from Holland into Germany, carrying
with him a great many of tt.e old gentle-
man's wooden blocks and entire pages
of some book which he was about ready
to print.

Tho old Dutch writer saye, further-
more, that he had a teacher In his
young days who had knowa an old
servant of Lawrenco Costor's; and ho
sald this sorvant would burst Into tears
whenaver ho spoke of the way in which
his n.aster had been robboed, and so
lost the credit of his discovery, The
Duteh credit this story, and hint that
the runaway a)prentico was John
Faust or John Guienberg. But the
Germans say there is no proof of this

In 1439 Gutenberg was ccrupled
with gome way of making books—or
wmanugoripta—cheaper than they had
ever been made before; L—* getting on
poorly at Strasburg he went to May-
cnce, and formed a partnership with a
rlch sllversmith named John Faust,
who took an oath of secrccy, and sup-
plied bim with money on condition
that after a certain time it should be
vepaid to him, Then Gutenberg set
to work in earneat, Pater Sohcffor,
a goribs, or desligner, worked for him,
by drawing lines around the psges,
makiog ornamental initial letters, and
filliog up the gsps in the printing.
He was a ghroewd follow, and watched
Gutenberg closely, and talked over
what hesaw and what he thought with
Faust, He told Faust he could con-
trive better types than Gutenbeig was
ueing ; and actiog on his hints Faust,
who was a skillful worker in metals,
run types into a mold. This promiced
g0 well that he determined to get rid
of Gutenberg snd to carry an the bual.
ness with Schefler, to whom he gave
his only daughter tor a wife, He
then called on Gutenberg for his loan,
which he ¢ uld not pay; 8o he had ta
give up to Favst all his tools, pressss,
and unfinished work, among which
was a Bible nearly two-thirds com.
pleted. This Faust and Schoffer bur
ried through, snd sold as & manuscript

The e are t #0 oopies in the National
Library, at Paris, one oopy at the
Royal Library, at Muaich, and one at
Vienna. It is not what Is commonly
known as the Mayencs Bible, but is
of earlier date than that. It is with.
out name of printer or publisher, and
withont date, It is in two great folio
volamee, of about six bundred pages
each You very likely coald not read
a word of {tif you were toeesit; for
it is in Latin; and in black Guthio
type, with many of the words abbravi.
ated and packed so closely together aa
to yuzzlc the eys. If you owned a
copy you could ell it for zronsy enongh
to buy yourrelf a little library of about
two thousand volumea, This wes cer.
tainly the firet Bib'e printed from
movable types,.—C., E. S.

THE “JRJUS BATH HOUSBE.

Marsu Ura, who was a mem'.er of
the A. B, 0. Mis ion Church at Kobe,
went to Fokul, Japap, to inherit a
public bath., Oa taking poesession of
this pleca of proper.y, which wan left
by & relative, ho immediately hung up
a sign such as had pever befare teun
son in Fokol, «No business done
kers ca Nunday.” Tauis slgu excited
wide inquiry, which was alwayn met

with pleasant replics, giving full
reasonw, and asking tho inguirvers to
oomo on Sundays and learn moro about
the * Josun way.”

The witty pooplo began to orack
jokes atout this " Jesus Bath House."
Thoy sald, **This uscd to he a place
fur washing people's bodiss ; but now
they have auded s now departinent,
and wash poople’s souls too® In all
this ofty of 40 000 inhabitants there is
ngo plaoce better known and none more
talked of than this bath houro. The
praireworthy point is this, that his
customers are steadily dropping cfl,
and ho iv carrying on tho biose st a
losg; ‘but," aays Mateu Ura, 80
long <s the peoplo are learning of this
way, that in not we rth men {oning.”

When Mr, Do Forest from Ozaka
was visiting Fikal, ho says- ¢ Wae
preacted fivo succenslve nights at the
bath house : the bathevs were atopped
altor six o'clock pm , the wide space
wiped up and matted, and by elght
thoaudlenco was ready. The numbea
1acrensed f.om fifty to about two hun.
dred and filly inside, and how many
outside X could not judgo. Thoy lis-
tened with the greatest attention, ro.
ceived gladly all the tracts we offered,
aund bought all the Scriptures we hsd,
I was agreeably surprited to sen what
a progreesive valloy thisis; the most
prominent taildiogs for twenty miles
aro great sochcol-houses, If the Gospel
becomes as dear to the poople as edu-
cution ig, it will become a ¢ regicn of
light' "

———t Pt

COURAGE OF THE BOYS IN
ARMENIA.

Nort ve y far from the supp.zed ei-e
of the old Garden of Eden is the village
of Hoghe in Armenia. 8ome of the
boys who attended the mission schoo!
there became Ohristians, and being
anxious for the conversion of others,
thoy organized what they called a
¢ Homs Mizxionary Socii ty.” Al who
were members weat from hounge to
house to read the Brble to the people,
and tell them of the way of Salvation.

Nor wern they satisfied to stop Lere.
Two of their number, boys fourteen
vears old, said, ¢ Why should we
labour in our own village merely?
‘Why not go on a foreign mission $"

This they decided to do. Taking
their Testaments, the two boys started
one Babbath n.orning for the village of
Ghoorbet Mezersh, about two miles
distant, to preach to the Armenians.

On entering the village they met a
company of Turks, who decided to try
the coursge of these Protestents, and
£aid to them :

“'Well, boys, wbut is Jesus1”

“Ho iz a prophet of God,” they
replied, But when those young mis-
tionaries were on their way home they
were both troubled becaus3 they felt
they had denfed the Saviour, 8o,
kneeling down, they ssked the Lmid
Jesus for coursge to confegs hiia, and
then went back to do s, Oa re
entering the village they found the
Turks still assembled, and they asked :

‘¢ Boys, vhy have yon wme back$”

¢*'We have come bick,* they replicd,
“4 confess our Saviom: We told
you he is a piophet of Goa. Heis so,
and more ; heis the 8on uf God, and
the only Saviour of men.”

The followers af the false prophet
sespected their courags and vere not
displeased ; and the boya retumed
homs with ligbt hearts,

“FOUTRTEEN OHAWSR A DAY.”

A uisstonaRy of the Amerloan 8an-
day-school Union In Nurth Carollna
thowns how tobacoo-wgney + w8 made ta
help on Bandey-schocle He writs .

After organixivg a Bunday-acheol 10
an old log bam-—%sbo besat w’; oould 4>
—I made an address to tho crowd in-
eido and outside, urging them to bagin
right away and !‘:t:bd a houso for tho
Sunday-school mootings.

“ How much will you givo, my
friend 1" said I to a man dttiw juet in
front of me, choslpg his quid quite
vigorvuely, ¢ Will you give as much
in ono year aa it takes to pay for tho
tol .oco you chew in that time t"

Lotting thequid fall through a crack
in the rough ficor, tho man rase uy,
looked rather puxsled, and said, * This
is a no v 1doa to we, sir.  Well, lot mo
sce, Yes, sir, Startin foro bruakfast
it takes nigh onto fourtcen chawsa day
—right Lig ones, too, Now, aa you're
talkin' sorter businuos-iike, you can
make the calculation, an' I'll pay ft,
sure, 80 1 will, sir.”

“I'll go fivo dollars’ worth,” said
one.

“Me too,” said another tabsoco-
worm,

And then rose up an elder'y female.
R-aching over, she gently pulled my
aleeve and mai), ‘*My ole man got
killed in the war; bat he used to suy
it tuk twenty-five dollars to keep us
two supplied in 'baccar one year. 11
give ball that much, eir.”

In this way ovor one handred dollars
were pledged for a new house.

Another widow, who also confrsmed
to the uts of the ¢ weed,” seeming de-
terminod that otkers ehcald not go
ahead of her “quid pro quo,” capped
the climax by giving an acre of land
for locatirng the hcuse on the summit
of a woody hill overlocking a stoam-
boat landing, which is &nid to bo
twenty.two bundred feet above the
level of the sus. A lovely spot, in-
deed 1—Truth in Lafe.

WHIOH LADDER!1

Tazrg is a ladder waggon golng by.
1t oarriea 1} ladders and short
ladders, red ladders and white ladders,
heavy and Hght, trosd and natrow,
plsia and fancy. If you oould bavo
your choice, sud take a i.dder that
would help you climb ten feet to &
gravel bank, or a hundred feet to a
gold mine, which would ycu solect?
That is not a queetion difficult to
anawer.

There are many young peopls leav
ing school, and they are picking their
laddera tor lifo's hard climb, How
bigh do yca mean to go, Will, Bar, 1
Do you mean to land in the gravel
bank or the gold mine!

There is ono ladder with wiich you
can reach a grand altituds, Look at
the labels 0n 8oma of ite rounds; Thia
is Industry ; the eecond, Tempiranoo ;
the thivd, Haneaty ; the fourth, Parity;
the fif*h, S.udy ; the sixth, Prayer.
1t {8 a plain ladder. There ia nothing
fanciful about it, ¢ feature that takes
with some young people. It is ballt
for an every-day steady, grand eervice.
it will cairy you to go.den heighta.
Comse, buys aud girls, pick out this
ladder snd—climb.

Lorp, he loveth (™00 tho less that
loveth anything with thee which he

ol

1oveth not for thee. a
Y




