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rénty-slx hiundred and fourteen memnbers; and
!ree million six, hundred and seventy-sixtihou-
ndl dollars endowment.
Dne million two hundred, and two thousand
Mars was distrlbuted during thie year 1899 to
ý ch'pendents of five hundred and ei -,hty-nine
ceased members.
rite beginning of the current year shows
iry-fine hundred sections in operation, a
nberslxiP of sixty thousand thrce hundred

(I n'ile, and the endowment in foi-ce one luun-
ed and eight million ninety-eight thousand
'e liundred dollars.
1'lit- investnients and cash on hand aggregate
ar liundred and eighty-eiglit thousand four
,n(lrtfd and- fifty-seven dollars and sixty-nine
lis, and the total paid for death dlaims four'-
ýn million two hundred and twenty-six thou-
nd and seventy-seven dollars and sixty-eighit
lits.
Lhile the labors of the past year have been
?sît fruitful, the results fully meeting our cx-
nîations, your B3oard believe that a united
ont on the part of the rnembership or the
înk. its ollicers and organiisers will show the

0of the year 1900 te have exceeded aIl rc-
rds of the past.

P ratern ally,
* J. A. HINSEY.

President Boaî-d of Control.
[est:
Ii. B3. STO-LIC

Secretary Board of Contre].
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TIH~E VETETIANS.

llafl is nov o'n foot wliich, it is hoped, wvill
et the approbation of the entire Pythiaii
ýnberish!*p aîîd by whicii the fraternal tdes
a ùertain portion of the membership -vil, be
Leially strengthened. During the Spanish-
eêriran War there wvere more than 9,000 nein-

rs of the Xnights of Pythias wvearing the
*aec States blue, xnarching and undergoin-
rdsliips at the front. It is now proposed to
,anise a Pythian Veterans' Associati on to be
de tip 0f the members 0f the Order who <*tv-
in tie regular or volunteer ra"nks durin- -;hîs
n. and it is suggested that as the bi-ennial
Canpment and Convention will be held in

usi. next, this wvould be an opportune tinte
'!..ng-ing these veterans tog+ether for formal

,an isation.
'Ile General Committee in Detroit is at wvork
'anging the local plans and expenses s0 hbat
oi be possible te carry out the project suc-
sf:ily and If the Pythians Interested %vill
R itith the Committee in suggesting details
the plan. there cari be addcd to the rc'gular

kvention, a feature which %%,Il not only !ni-
ase tîxe intcrest lin the assembling Pythia-is,
ýwill allo-w the veterans to make their firs;,

dtingz a big success. The Detroit rnlliiViry
liEs Will assist in the entertairiment of the
itary visitors. TIhere can be a big camp-fir-
Sif thought best, a parade 0f the vetLirans

which ail tcivic and military bodies lin fletrait
Iassist.
'haîrman Cunningham 0f the General Com-
,tee desires to- hear- 1-mmediate expressions

m ieterans on this point lin order 'that the

plan can be consumimated or dropped as Isr
thought best. It is intcnded to make the pro--
grammeý 0f the re-union of vetdrans such that.
it wvill in no way interfere with the regular
work of the Encampment or Convention, but
it is l)elieved that no effort should be spared to
make this the greatest gathering 0f loyal
Pythians ever seen on any soil.

Tho work of the Coimittee in preparing for
the _jnvention is daily growing in volume, and
the varlous sub-committees are gradually get-
ting down to work with good results.
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PYTHIAN PUBLICATIONS.

W-lia-t We Learri Throug-h Them-The Great
Wýrerk They Accomplisli.

But few appreciate the value of journals.-
:ssued in the interest of our Order. But there
is a value about thei that should be impressed.
upon members and officiaIs iii general. The
secret of success or failure is plainly shown lin
the comnmun icat:ons sent to these papers; arid-
any Lodge desiring to make itself more pros-
perous can find no betteî- or casier method than
by closcly reaing the reports of many lodges
and profiting- by their experience, wvhether of*
failure or, success. The paper is to the Order
the same as the father to the fanîily, an ex--
ponent o! the truth that leacIs to prosperity.
and always to be relied on. In the paper -we
read of the dead lodge that makes no progress
and by closely reading the reports fromi that
lodge, the truth is at once divulged as to the-
cause, and if the reader is wvise will teach ho%-
to av'oid letting his Lodge fall into similar -way-
wardness.

From the papers, says the "Lodg-e Secret,"
've learri the rames and standing of members
of the Order promirent and in high officiai
station whoîn, but for the paper, we shôuld
probably never hiear of, and creates that frierd--
ly feeling so deai' to every member of the
Order.

When a brother dies we read of the good"
he has done while among us, an-d he goes te
his last resting-place with the kird sympathies
of his brothers, thougli they may be scattercd
many miles apart, for -the papzr has reached7
out its mnighty armn, and the brother rcads the
sainîe notice in the Pythian press.

The paper also .ýeps a clear, keer eye upon
the Grand and Supreme Lodge finances of the
Order, and champ-ons the cause o,_ ight, ofter'
detrimental to itself -for having spoken the plain
truth without fear or favor, and every member
she'uld be thoroughly -josted in this respect:,
as in the proper management of the finances
lies the foundation cf ail prosperous fraternal
orders.

Considering these few points the question
arises. car the Order be succcssful without -tn.
official publication? Car a member be useful
lin the Order without it? Is an officiaI a conupe-
tent oiÏicer who neyer reads it? What mnust a;
wvife or- mother think of an order where she
neyer hears anything about i-t except from the
mnember's lips, and neyer secs the publications
that would tell her of the beauty, grandeur,
charity and mnany ot 'her graces that cluster-
like pearîs in the crown Of our great Order.'
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