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cd, almost iii a stata af insetîsibiiîy, ta finti tue
blooti fiawitîg profusely from bier forclient.-
li tîte deepest alarm, lie calleti upon lier by
every endearing cpitliet ta ansîver, anti con-
vince blta afilier existence. Thon, aware ai
tbe neeessity ai pracuring instant relief, hoe
bore bier quickly ta the borders ai the neili-
bouring' strenna, anti laying her geîîîly an the
soit anti sîtadeti turi, taok off lier lîttie whiite
apran, anti cinbruing it in tîte reiresbing waters,
etîdJeavaured, by repeeteti efforts, ta stop the
flowv ai blooti, and restore animation ta lier
pellid chîeck.

Finding bis attompts at lengili happiiy suc-
cessiui, anti titat she apeneti lier large dark
eyes upan bina ance more, lie lest not a mo-
ment in carr3'ing lus preciaus burden ta lier
ietber's cottage. Thte poor ad nman, ber sala
surviving parent,* was repasing an bis usuel
rustic seat, beneanti the shade ai bis aovn vine
aind ig-tree, lier twa little broîbers niending
their berberaus fisliing-tackle, when Valentino
enteredth le porcb, bearing tbe flower ai their
rusie dwellngin Wis artusher germents stain-
cd ývitli blooti, ant iber check pale as the li.les
ni the0 doar.

"Ha-lly Virgin !" exclaimadt tte aid an,
xising, more hasuily than ha bati perhaps donc
Jéor the lest twenty years, anti iollowing bim
inta the bouse.I "Matber ofiMercy! Tellinme,
)1 say,.in the name oi ail the saints, wvbat bias
Jiappened Ia bier; anti tell me truly, or yau
ýcavc nat this boeuse aiive 1l"

At titis moment lie graspeti canvulsively the
*.a ai Valentina, wbo, lîevîng laid is sîtîl
ihelpless burden on thc nearest coucît, (that
identical couch upan winch ive 'olieitilber lest
-reomains extentieti, ltastily comimenceti an *x-
pianation ai the terrifie seenie wlici bati pas-
seti during the morning. The aId man gratin.
ailly relaxeti bis baiti as tic incidents, by teir
clear anti simple na-rration, iaund rcady ati-
miittatice ta biis becart, until ho conclucleti by
thrDawin-g luis anMs aTount Valenîtino's nech,
anti blcssing blat ns tbo tieliveren ai bis clt
frani tie mast horrible ai deaths.

Taovarts e-veîuing, to the tieltgbe oi ail bier
friands anti neiglabours, Ille poor girl re-viveti;
opcning lier oyes anti lookîng round bier ns
for somne derneti abject, %vitli an expression of
.tic de-epest antixicty, %vhen, catching tbc soutis
ai bier lover's vaico in the ponuîca in conivers--
tion with hier fr-ttber, site cxcleinîcti, "Iioiy
Moîber! boeis safr! andi my ieîlîcr laves limi
for Ticrcs,'ssak&'" Tihen, passing lier luantis
ta ber Iteat, as tbaugli the nctnoslp-cùoan ai
thosa feaful sScs oi the xuaraing werc tao

much, for liecr, shc rciapsed into, a dose %V111
lasted somte itours. Valentino in the m
time, lied but too taucl leisure for painful
ficction. Unabie ta ]cave -the cottage, lie sua
cd the opportunity now openeti ta him ai
clarmgc to lier parent, Antonio, bis position a
lits hopes, more espectaily thc one thon deare
to lis lieart, tbat of cal.ling him father.

1With ail îny heart," replied the aId ta'
proud of the rising liopes of tbe young arttq
"lbut first ai ail obey thy master's summees
get theetIo Rame and there establisb thy
as becometh tby talents and conditions.
turn quiekly to our valleys andi thon thou sh,
becorne the possessor af the loveliest flowE
that ever bloomed amongst them."

The yaung men's gratitude was overfloivi%
and hae promiseti wiilingly wvbat f?è liati lit'
doubt bis lave anti bis exertians; could eb
him ta p&irorm; but trne presseti, andi Ito
cotild lie at such a moment, break the newso
bis departure ta bis Theresa-the effects migt
be dangerous in the extreme. Ris resalutio
,%vas et iengili taken, ta, depen îhetývery îigi
having previously matie a confident of the ol
woman who attentiet iber, wha, it was agre
when lier patient next reviveti and inquireti [c
Valcatino, should catin ler by the assuranc
that ho wns absent in the neiglibourbood, G
same neccssary errenti connecteti witlî1
prafession, until, arriveti in Rame, ha wou
himself make known ta bier bis hapes au
praspects.

'rTe village elock struck twelve, wvhilst it
distant convent bell commencing itsmonotoD
ous but not unnausical ohimes, rung mournî
iy in the ears af Valentino. Stili, aies! e L
gerer, lie staod becth the vine-clati lattia
wliich apenoti upon the hitle pantici, frez
wbhich hae was enabied ta gaze an the sicpina
fanra o[TTheresa, without being- himseli absc.
vcti within.

The silvery and pleciti moonbeams fou soit
ly an lier coueli, anti poeciving bier ta be ap
parcntly in a prafaunti sloep, lbc stale sod*
inta thec laniber. WVith real anguish i che
dîd liec.geze ut that moment un lier lorely au
unconscious forir, then piunging iai btsW
Som a litîle ivory crucifix which lay bosit ie;c
as tbouga alrcetiy foneseing the netil of suc
a ta-lismann amiti the fraiity nati Caprice ai lite

mnhope tnd promises, Ilie îtjnirnicd a par]
ing kia -. ' er fitsltcti check, anti dasbing iL
falling icar fromn bis oye, bastily quitteti ti.
cottage.

Sadianti gloîny wero the tbotîglîts aif
VaiL1.:tn1 ZIs lie pttrsuexl in sorrowful revca


