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ARGIXOU.

A LEGEND OF THE NICMAC.®
BY EUGENE.

%Ilove the Indian. Ere the white-man came
And taught him vice, and infamy, and shaine,
His soul was noble. In the sun he saw

His God, and worshipped him with trembling

© o awe;—
Though rude his life, his bosom never beat
With polished vices, or with dark deceit.”

?
‘E CHAPTER IX.

. Taz morning was cold and dreary upon
which three persons left the works of Fort
Cumberland, and took the path leading down
into the meadows without attracting observa-
fion, as there were few, if any, loiterers at that
autly hour, and every object was enveloped 1n
tcheerless fog, which soon covered the gar-
Dents of the travellers in a frost-like conden-
mion. As they brushad the branches of the
low firsin passing, a thousand drops wereran-
sdupon their heads; which, with the maisture
wperted by the long grass through wiuch they
weaded their way, rendered the situation of the
b any thing but comfortable. Crossing the
falLac by the dyke, they pushed boldly out
2L the broad marsh—the visuel extent of
*hich was at present confined to & very imit-
d circle—and, to racrezse the discoursging na-
zeof the prospect, a cold, raw wind rashed
wst from the bay, whistling throagh the bend-
83grassand driving the thick mist agzinst the
22 and clothes with much violence, half freez-
12 the one, and wholly saturating the other.
These persons, who might have been taken
% Indian hanters from their garb and equip-
2t were Argimou, Edward, and his servant,
‘eanis. The chief led the way with hus gun

—

*Continued from page 177.

thrown into the hollow of his arm to keep the
lock dry, and bow suspended at his back, which
bore the additiona] burthen of a pack—with
whicl: indeed the others were also furnished—
and at kis girdle hung the long knifz and keea
edged tomahawk. Afier him came Edward and
his man, similarly ciothed and armed, except
that they wore skull caps of seal skin upon
their heads, such as the Acadiens sometunes
used, and substituted as a eovering for thefeet,
the stout-soled shoes of the Luropeans for the
Feht, fiexile mocassins of the forester. Ed-
ward followed the rap:d foutsteps of the guide
in silence and deep thiought, which tended to
sadden the joyful alacrity With which he had
left his couc* t0 commence hisimportant jour-
ney. The picture of the poor old father of
whom ke had 1a%en leave before his departure
was conuinually b.fore his eves. and his mind
was tinged with gloomy saaduws and mourn-
ful forebodings, which the spectacle of the be-
teaved parent had awakened. How touching
was the picture of that venerable soldier ; bro-
ken downby suffering and anguisa, when with
countenarce furrowed by gnef and trewulone
with emoi:on, he solemnly ssked God to grant
his assistance and blessing to thoze about to
undertake the restoration of his beioved child.

Dennis Sherron brought up the rearinavery
cranky humour, which was occasoned, no
doubt, by the ungenial state of the clements;
sufficient 1o make, as he said, "2 philosopher,
or even holy St. Patnck h.mself swear.”’—
Thinking thata sufficient cxcuse for venung the
strength of his faelings in sundry wrathful
cbullitions, which, baing addressed to himself,
were incapable of giving offence to any body
clse, he commenced first by corsing his mete-
izl and immaleriel compesiuon, from which
a0t deriving aliogether that savsfection which
w2s desired, he changed the recipient, snd curs-
ed the countrs, whick was found much more
palatable. N



