
1'1lE LECTURES OP A CERINil PROFEI,,SSOR.

ECTURESof a cer-
tain Professor! Not rnuch
in the title certainly ; but
then literary merit is not

determined by ties any more
than nmanlinesss or gcntility

by the naine one bears. Open
the cover, look within, read,

ponder, and if the beauty of
thoughlt and expression does not appeal to
voti, then your heart must be unfeeling
indeed, or your mental systemi sadly out of
Joinit. It is a book but very littie known;
iii fact no edition lias been struck off on
this side of the " big pond," but the
loss is not the author's-he is now v where
tio lisses or troubles cati touch him-the
loss fails on the couniless readers of books,
who have their înind-food served froni the
nuniiberless printing presses of th is Western
Conitinent.

'the author of this remiarkable book,
die Rev. joseph Farrell, wvas a hiumble
priest, %'orking unknown to the great bigà
world, in an unpretentious Inisuli arisîl.
1le was born in the village of Mý1arys-
borough, Ireland, in 1841, and after
blis ordination %vorked principally in t.he
dioceses of Kildare and J.eighilin. Whfle
iii attendance at Carloîv and Maynooth
colleges, lie wvas known as an intelligent
iind clever student, and had no difficulty
iii capturing the~ higlhest prî?.es in the
different departîiients of learning. He
Liuglit for a while in the former institu-
tioni, but cventually took to the missionary
field, and followed this calling until bis
death, which occurred on the 24th of
MIarclb, iS 85, at the early age Of 41 Ycars.
lit addition to the volume already nien-
tiniled, lie lias left many pieces, both in
prose and poetry, which wvere published
origiiially, either in the Irishi ECcdesiaistical
Jùeè-(1.d or the Iris/i Monil. He %vas
noted, also, as an eloq'îent preaclier aind
lecturer. These few 'vords will h-ave to,
sulfice as an introduction to thé author.
If further acqu.Mntance be desired,- read

tlîe book we are about to consider and you
will becUic gainer.

he Lectures of a Certain Professor
consists of twenty-three essays on subjects
wlîicb, ujion first siglît, would niot strike
one as being wvortlîy any ver)' serious
tliougit ; as subjects, in fact, whiclî could
give a writer only a liimited scope for tie
utterance of great
Farrell howvever, lias
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miore cbarnn ilian our prcvious conicep-
tion of tiieni that our irst, tîouglît is one
of admiiration for the -,enius of the inian
wlio could work sucli a chngi(e. 'l'lie
great artist cati take tlîc cominion clay or
the unliewn rock and fashion it ivro a
shape tlîat bias an almiioit breatlîin- reality.
So îîîuclî so that the onlooker is ;ield
sel.loutnd by Uic magnificence and fair-
ncss of tie workniatishilp, and the namne
of liinîi wlîosc artfnl moucli was potent
enougli to re-create, as it were, tlîe once
uiiittractivc niaterial is lîeraldcd Uirough
tlîe wnrld unti! alîîîost cvery spot, whereon
the foot of civilized nian lias been set,
rinîgs with-praiscs of ilie artist's powver and
greatness. Our autiior has donc stich
woik, but with rawv îîamerial of a diffecrent
kisid froni mlîat whliclî tic scalptor used,
and %vidî a tool wvhiclî to wield w~ell is
pcrhal)s tic îîoblest of humian accorn-
plislînîents. ln tlîe first instance the
sullicd dlay or rock is tic substance
worked upoîî, irn the otlier the connoneçt
thouglîts of cvery-day life. One leaped
into beauty under tlîe powerful influence
of hanîimer and chisel, the other under thle
mnighty niagic of tlîe pen. Behind the
wvorkers in eitlier case %vas tlîe genius tlîat
is coiTiletent to throw around the niost
ordinary tlîings tic cliarni mlîat fascinates,
wvhile it interests and instructs. To the
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