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Have the clam notice theoe thinge in re-'
gard te the Biook of Esther.

.(a) It gives a vivid picture of life in an
Eastern court,-king, queens, Courtiers, ban-
quets, the gallowe, favorites clad in gorgeous
array,--all are Uketched in etrong colora.

(b) It affords a glimpos of the méthode of
i!ule, mnd the ways of communication-between
different parts çf the empire-the sudden
advancement and as sudden faîl of Rlaman ;
the influence of Mordèiai and Ether in the
court; the decreeseigned with the king's
signet; the ewift "'poos" on mule and
camel-back carrying the decree te the distant
prov.incs.

(c) There je no mention of the naine of
God, and yet it is ail a most etriking illus-
tration of God's care of Hie people.

There ame two leseons from thio chariig
old book. That of to-day describs

THE HATcHiNO 0Fr A DAWTARLY PLOT

We have
1. The ('hief Plmoer, Haman, contemptu-

ously etyled " the Agagite," euddenly advanc-
ed te honor, a véritable Ilbeggar on horme,
bock." The teaelher will do well to make
Raman, the prince, quite real. To thie end,
etudy closely va. 1, 2; als, for the eetting of
the picture, ch. 1 : 1-7.

2. l7%e Mota-/aearted Non-SmfomWia. No

Mordecai would do no reverence, when doing
reverence èneant compromiuing -hie religion
(ve. 2-4) 'lie feared God, and because lie
feared God, hie feared none elms'

3. Thie Ff oUe and hi# Vi«im8. An angry
xnanwas Raman, because hie race prejudice
and hie pnde were touche This beggarly
foreigner, who was he,that he ehould not do
reverence to H4man ? Hamnan was "1full of
wrath " (v. 5) ; oo full, that ho will crushi
every Jew, as well as the wretched Mordecai~
hiimeîf (v. 6).

Very euperstitiou,-the heathen are ail
and al waye supersètitions;, because they live
in the dark and flot ini the light--Haman caste
Iota for thé right day for the elaugliter (v. 7).

Then lie victiniizes the king. The argu-
ments of vs. 8, 9 are wortby of a Machiavelli
or of a Mephistepheles, for that matter,-
an appeal te the race préjudice ; an accuna-
tion againet the Jewe bf dialoyalty ; and then
the bribe direct,

It le pitiful te mee how the king's kingli-
nese dissolves under Haman'e necromancy.
The father of ail hie people, as a king should
be, yielde up hie children te be destroyed.

Wrong in apparently triurnphsnt; as no
often befals.

But &r.eN»rriq GoD WITRIN TRI SHADOW;

as the next leeson will reveal.

TOPIoU FMK Bar" PAJPEK5L
(To be aseigned the Salbbath previQus. Only one topic should be given to escli dho1ar.

Sometimes ail maly be asked to write on the topic. The papers to be read out in

1. How Esther became Queen.
2. Revenge, ita terrible nature--s illustrated nRHaman.
3. Bribery, its-odiousness, ite peril ýtthe t.
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