
tbuothor o! his bfrthdays in ]Rome -in A. D. '39,
he iras torrified by a flanquo-like appearance
o! the murdered prophet. The superstition
tliat already sugge8tod to Herod the resurrec-
tien of John mighit woll act more strongly on
the anniversary of the murdor ; and after ho
had connived at the death of the One ivho, by
bis miracles, ahewed tivit ho possessed greater
Power tbau Join1 (Williams) John, whon
living, 'wroughit ne miracle (John 10. 41) but
haviuig returned from the spirit îvorld itwias
liatural to expeot new manifestations o! power,
literally "1works o! power are active in hlm. 1'

3.-Herod bail arrested John about a year
*before (Matt. 4: 12 ; Mark 1 : 14. ) The
prison in which ho -vas confined ivas the
fortress o! Maoluerus on the borders o! Arabia,
about 9 miles oast o! the north end o! the DesO
Sea.

Herod vras probsbly at this time ongagod
in ivar îvith B fatber-in-lsw, Arotas, irhose
daughter ho had driven aivay irben ho took
Ilerodias to wife.

'The var proved disaistrous for H-erod.
J"osep1:us infora us that it vras the general
opinion amngst the Jeirs that in this way
God showod bis dispieasure ut the treutment
John recoived from him.

Herodias iras a grand-daughter o! Horod the
Great and married lier unole Philip, a haif
brother o! Antipas, the Herod o! this Lesson.
This Pbilip, the tather o! Salome, who dauced
before Herod, must be distinguishod from
Pbilip the Tetrarch, bis hall brother and 8ub-
sequently thes husband of Salonie. H1e had
fallen under the displeasure o! bis father and
was exciuded f rom the succession. Ho iras1

living in retirement ut jerusalem.
4.-His union with Herodis vias unluirful

for three reasons ; (1) Philip ber husband iras
stili living; (2) ltorod bad a wife ; (3) she
iras irithin the probibited degreos o! consan-
gninity (Lev. 18: 14 ; 20: 19) and o! affinity
(Lev. 18: 16 ;20:21.)

The eniphasie ie te be laid on the laut reason.
It vras u aggravation o! the crime o! adultery.
Josephus says, that Johu's bold robuke iras
oxniy a pretext, so, far as Hierod iras concernedl.
jfo'vas shanieless eneugh not to, feel burt by it.
His real reason iras lest Johnx oheuld stir up an
insurrection.

The tense used in Mýark 6 - 18> implies that
John W41 reproyçý eîo4~ mor tbnll once. It

-%vas thes burden o! lis exhortations te, hini
(Alford.) Ho hadl rebuked i3orod'se PofligsoY
besides, (Luke 3: 19.) Compare Nathan and
David (2 Sam. 12 : 7,) and note the different
spirit in which a true, child o! Ged takes a
!aithtul rebuke.

John iras a true prophet, (Ezek. 2 % 5-7.)
Ho risked bis life wben ho rebuked Herod, but
ho !earod God rather than mani. We becomo
responsible for sin that 'ie do not denounce
irben a fitting opportunity oeurs.

5.-From the parallel nar£atives we leurs
that Hferodias was more bitter against John
than Herod. She " set herseif agsinst him"I
(Mark 6: 19,) lit. Iloherished inirard wrath
agai lnst hlm," 'Iratching for ber opportnnity o!
reveuge. Sho Ildesired te kill bim,"1 she had
a settled and persistent determination on the
subject.

flesides bis f ear thiat uny violence te John
would aronse the* indignation o! the nation,
Horod had a secret respect for the brave
reprover of his sins.

As Queen Mary fesred Knox, .or Abub
Elijuh, se Herod feit that there were unseen
spiritual powers behind John wbo would
reckon witb bis sluyer.

Mark tells us that ho "kept hlm sa!e"1
froi '.he malice of Herodias and tried te quiet
bis conscience by raany good deede. The
B. V. reads Ilho 'ias mnch perplexed," ho
wiould not give up bis sin!ul course of life and
bis sense of duty wasuat war wiitb bis passions.
Ho even "lheurd hlm gladly," asFelixheurd
Paul (Acta 24:- 24-26.

"This guulty mani, disqt.ioted by the re-
roaches cf memory and the demands o! con-.

science, !ound it a -relie! te heur stern trntb, or
te see from atar the beauteous ligbt o! right-
eousness. Il(Cbod-wick.)

6.-Mark tells us that Heroias iras on the
wutcb for "a co-. venient day 11 and had ber
sebeme ready te spring upon Herod ut a
mement's notice. She seized upon this birtb-
day festival as a good epportunity te oxtort
compliance wlth ber wishes. John bad stnng
ber te the quiek, and ber iroman nature f oit
bis rebuke more keenly than the couier soul
o! Herod.

Besides there iras danger that hearing John
gladly, and "doing many thîngs,"I might end
lu bis doing tlý oq4 tking that would he ruiq
te ber,


