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the Jews ihai had escaped, etc.; thot je, "the 0

Jewe in tbe land of Juduea ("Judab") as f

distiuuguisbed frorn tbose in Buibylou and

dispersed in otber countries." (Cambridge
Bible.) In fthe province; of Judues, now Part

of the Persian empire. In great afflfictioni

and reprouoch. Sc Geikie in Fronu tbe

Library. lVall ofJerusalent..beoken down.

gaies. .bumned. This answnrs tbe second part

of Nebemiabe question. Tbe wall bad been

partly rebuilt, but tbe work bad been stopped,

(sSe Ezra 4 : 12) and it was still in ruins, as

Nebucbadnezzar bad lett it, 2 Kgs. 25 : 10.

"In tbose days, ratber one may say, in tbose

countries, of disorder, a city witbout locked

gates and lofty walls was nu citY at aIl."
(Dean Stanley.)
II. Thé Prayer of God'e Servant, 4-11.

Va. 4, 5. When 1 heard. "The moment

be beard of the deplorable condition of Jer-

usalem, bis resolution was formed to seek

leave from, the king, tbougb be had to wauit

several montbs for the opportunity." (A. B.

Davidson.) Wept, and mourvued certain days;

during four inoîtbs (v. 1 and eb. 2:; 1),

pondering tbe wbile wbat be could do, earnest-

ly asking guidance of God, and waiting for a

favorable opportunity. Fasied; an expression

of bis intense earnestness. Ar.d pro yed;

constantly, day aud nigbt, during tbose long

months of delay. Tbe One to wbom Nebe-

raa prayed wus: the Lord God of heaven,

tbe wiseen spiritual God, 80 far above the

dead idols that could be seen; thue greai an4
terrible God, wbom Bis true worsbippers

approacb witb reverent awe, and wbo pro-

duces unspeakable fesr in Hie enemies;

thal keepeifu covenant ("agreeinent, "prom-

es" )anid mercy. Even tbe present condition

of Bia people was a fulfilment of God's word

(see Lent., ebs. 28 to 30). Sncb a God could

and would answer Nebemiab'a prayers, and

He will answer ours. For ihem thai lave him

andi observe hie commandmntsli. Noue but

the obedient can enjoy God's boit blessiugs.

To give thein to others would encourage sin,

and su add te the înisery of tbe world.

Vs. 6, 7. Lai ihine ear. bue atteieve..Ihinre
elfes open. Witb God to bear is to answsr;

te sesate elp. Hearken uto the prayer..

day andi night, foc. . lsrael (Rey. Ver.) ; an

illustration of wbat we owe Wa the intercession

f others for us, and of our dutY to intercede

or tbem. (Compare Abrabame' prayer on

,ebalf of Sodom and Goîoorrab, Gen. 18:

16-33, and our Lord's for Peter, Luke 22 :32.)

comn rs8 thue sinea (11ev. Ver.). Godes people

have only themeîves, flot Hlm, to blame for

their ad condition. I and my Jo.iher's housse
have sanncd. We share the sin of those

around us, (1) if we are iuufluenced bY the

saune spirit; (2) if we fail to do wbat we can

ta prevent sin iii others. H>!ave t kept the

commaindnueni. .statutea. .judgments. Com-

pare Ijeut. .5 :31; 6 :1; 1«1 : 1. These terme

describe "the divine law from every point
of view,-wbat God bas commanded, the

lawe Hie bas enacted and recorded on the

statut e book, His wise judgments or decisions
as to rigbt aud wrong." (Peloubet.)

Vs. S, 9. Remembbr. Tbe father iu the

parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke, ch. là)

neyer forgot the wanderer. Much less will

the Heavenly Fat ber ever forget Hia chil-

dren. Il ye turn uto me. Only then ie it

possible and wise for God ta bless, though
He is always willing to bics. Oulcasis. in

the uîtermo8i pari oj the heavet (Rev. Ver.);

driven away from their own into distant

and etrange countries, according to God's
word, for tbeir sin (see Deut. 28 : 25). Will

bring them unio the place thaf I have choseti.
Tbat "tbe place.. lu Jerusaleun and the

temple at Jerusalem is beyond aIl doubt."
(Cambridge Bible.) (Compare 1 Kgs. 8
29; Il :36.)

Vs. 10, Il. Thy serrants .. hy people.

redeemed (Nebemiab lea pparently tbinking

of tbe Exodus f rom, Egypt); a stroug pies.

The people iu sucb a wotul pligbt ame God's

very own. Surely H1e wl
1 not leave thein

to tbeir laes. By ihy greai poteer. .8irovu9

hand. Compare Ex. 32 : il. Lesson I.,

Tbird Quarter, Sennacberib'ýs Invasion (2

Obron. 32 : 9-23), leae striking illustration.
Who delighi ta Jear ihy mime (11ev. Ver.).

There la overilowing jOY as well as reverent
lear in true religions service. For (bd-

His "name" means îust al that it H1e is-

la sa loving and gentîs, sa wiee and true.

Mercy ini the 8ighl 01 ihis mnan; that js, Artax-

erxes, of whomn be was about to make a

request on tuebaif of bis people. Tbere was

reasn for anxiety, su uncertain and ca-


