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THE BOOMER AND THE GRUMBLER,

HERE are two dasses of merchants and by merchants is
meant all who are engaged in mercantile pursuits, manu
facturer, jobber, and retailer wWho represent extreme ty s,

buth of which do harm, but one more than the other.

I'he Boomer is a man who is always doing a huge business,
lang large plans, building towering air castles, and disturbing
thungs generally. He cannot do much harm, beeause people
know him by sight, and his splurging speeches have no very
sreat effect, but in some cases he succeeds in loading the whole-
sale or retail markets with unsaleable goods, and financial dam-

a manufacturer, the wholesalers cannot handle his goods pro
perly, and to him they area miserable set. If he is a wholesaler,
he will go around with o funcreal smile on his face and tell
everybody that the country is guing to the dogs . that business
s entirely ruined by the tanifl and would be worse if free trade
were in vogue ; that Canadian manufacturers are worse than use
less, and that there isn't a decent pivee of gonds rned out
from a Canadian mill .\ man who goes around with such talk
as this should b drummed out of the community, for misery is
as contagious as joy, hope and enthusiasm.  Moreover, it makes
matters a hundredfold worse to have a few such men in the mer
cantile ranks, because they seriously retard the wheels of com-
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ageas done.  Often he 1s a shark who s working up a joint
stock company for his own advantage , but such a manis o
nomer by calm, mahcious forcthought, while the one men
uoned before 1s more natural aud his faults are unintentional.
But turning to the other side, the extreme type is the Grum
aer--that wnnkle-browed, mtable, dyspeptic mdividual whom
«eryone wishes to avoid, but who s always cropping up to jar
ones happy feehngs and hopeful plans.  With him the weather
 always so unsuitable that business s beng ruined.  He can
20t find a decent clerk or workman whom he can trust to prop
fly cany out a picce of work which he wants done. Il he is

merce. They throw cold water on the warm anticipations of
new manufacturers, or of young and  enterprising business men
who desire to start out on new lines  What this conmiry necds
at present is a whole hearted enthusiasm which will maintain the
fact that, taniff or no anff, Canadian wonllen, cattan and other
manufacturing industries can he and will b developed + that
Canadian wholesale dry  gonds merehants ean <ell goods as
cheaply and do it as cfficiently as the men whe frequent Cana

dian markets from foreign  countries: and that Canadian retail
merchants are capable of handling all meritarinus gonds which
are placed in their way,




