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IVhat has been done and what we hope to do.

E think that we cannot better gather
up the results of the annual meeting
of the National Council of Women
of Canada at Montceal and place be-

fore all our members the work that has been
specially remitted to them during the coming
year, than by printing the following memoran-
dum, which has been addressed by the President
to the presidents of Local Counci’s and national
societies.

If our individual members, and, in particular,
our members of local Executives, would ponder
over the various matters bronght before them
for consideraiicn during the summer months,
making inquiries and reading up the different
subjectswhichinterest themin as far as they can,
it would greatly conduce to the progress of the
work which we have undertaken next winter.

1 have much pleasure in reporting to the presidents
of «he Local Councils and federated national societies,
and through them to their Councils, that the third an-
nual meeting 2f the National Coundil of Women of
Canada has been successful in every way.  The dele-
gates will doubtless convey to their respective Councils
or Societies their own impressions, but I think that you
will all agree that the representatives of our various
provinces and organisations have been able to get into
touch with one another on this occasion in a way which
must make a vast difference to all our future work, |
shall not attempt (o forestall their account of the details
of our xunnual meetings and conferences, but will merely
gather together an epitome of the decisions arrived at
and the suggestions made wh a will affect the work of
our Local Councils throughout the country.

I. ELEC rioN OF NEW VICE-PRESIDENTS.—As you are
aware, all the National officers who have served before
were re-nominated.  Mrs. Taylor, vice-presudent for
Manitoba, did not, however, desire to be re-clected,
and as she had signified this to the Winnipeg Local
Council, they had nominated in her place Mrs. Bryce,
wife of Professor Bryce, of Manitoba College, the well-
kunown author. Mrs. Bryce was therefore unanimously
clected.

In the case of the North-west Territorics, where no
vice-president had been elected before, two Jadies were
nominatad for the post,—Mrs. Lougheed, by Calgary,
and Madame Forget, by Regina. In consideration of
the great Jistances which have to be travelled in the
North-west, it was decided that a sice-president should
¢ appointed for each territory, and thus Mr<. Loughecd
has Been electe 2 vice-president for Alberta and Madame
Forget for Assiniboia, lust before the meeting of the
Council, Mrs. McDonnel, our esteemed vice-president
for Ontario, sent in her resignation, thinking that a
younger woman might b: able to do the necessary
organising wotk better than she could, and as she
would noc¢ be prevailed upon to reconvider her decision,
ti.c Exccutive corsulted the delegates of Ontario present
at the Council, and 1 their unanimous recommenda-
tion clected Mrs. Frank Gibbs, Pert Arthur, to 6ill the
position for which she i< so eminently fitted.

1. REPORTS OF SUR-COMMITI RES.— The threereports
from the three subscommittees on (1) Laws for the Better
Protection of Women ard Children, on (2) Literature,
and (3) The Length of Working Hours for Women and
Children, of which copics woere submitted to the Local
Councils and national sazictics, have all been adopted
a they stand, with the exception of one addition to that
on the length of working hours,  The amendment of the

* London Local Council to the effect that the Provingial

Legislature of Qatario be asked to  xtend the provisions
of the Factory dcet to workshops ¢ sploving under five
I indds, was cartied.

The adoption of these three reports carries with it o
considerable amount of responsibility for all who are

connected with our Council, throughout the country,
and I wish to point out afew wrominent features in each,
Copies of the reports themselves can be had from Messrs.
Lovell at 25 cents a dozen or at 3 cents each, and it is
carnestly hoped that members of the Council will pur-
chase copies for themselves and that Local Councils
will circulate them.

(1) The Report on the Lazs for the Belter Protection

of Women and Children

When you receive the verbatim report you will see
how earnest was the discussion on this subject.  Whilst
feeling that an advance had been made in the direction
of the changes desired in the law, whilst acknowledging
our gratitude to the Minister of Justice for bis sympa-
thetic response (o our requests and Lis endeavours to
meet our wishes as far as possiblz, it voas felt that we
must not ceasc our efforts to abtuin . .r object, no-allow
our vigil«nce to be relaxed.

Th2 changes that were contemp’ated in the Ciminal
Law were not passed in consecquence of the circum-
stances which attended the closing o' tast Parliamentary
session, and the Executive willunderstand that it is their
duty to press the matter on the next Government.
Executives of Local Coundils are requested to keep at
wittehful eye unon all cases of women and children in
their districts which demand protection and the amend-
ment of the law. They arealso reminded of the closing
paragiavhs of the report in which the importance of a
woman of experience and discretion being in court
when women offenders are brought up for trial; the
need of supporling the good work done by Rescue
Homes and Shelters is also strongly urged.  Before
leaving the subject 1 must convey the strongly expressed
opinion of «he Council of the yreat need of inculeiting
on every mother throughout the land the duty of sceing
that her own children are early taught in the right spirit
certain paysiological facts, which otherwise they may
learn from impure sources. The following bor s and
booklets were recommended for this purpose :

* A SORG OF LIFE,” by Miss Margaret Warner Morley.
McClury, Chicago; go cents,

“THE STORY OF THE PLANTS,” by Grant Allan.
Appleton, New York 3 go cents.

YA FATHER'S Apvicg,” by E. P. Miller, M.D, 1
West 23rd street, New York.

A MOTHER'S Abvict ” by Mrs, E. P \liller, 41
West 23rd street, New Y. .k ; 10 cents each.

¢ TRUE MaNnoop.™

“ EVE'S DAtGHTERS,” by Marion Harland.

‘CHOVE LEAYLETS FOR MOTHERS MEFTINGS.” \W.C.
T.U., 150 Arlington street, Cleveland, Ohio; 23 cents
per 100.

It might well be of advantage, if private meetings of
mothers could be arranged for in connection with the
Local Councils, when a paper which was written for our
conference on * How Mothers Can Beet Teach Their
Clauldren the Necessary Elements of Physiolagy ™™ can
be re-rcad, and when some quiet, Lelpful discussion
might ensuc.  The little books--*‘ A Father's Advice ™
and *“ A Mothers Advice, " by E. P. Maller, were given
1o each member of the Executive attending the meetin g
on saturday, May 16th.  These booklets, which, of
course, must be used carefully, are very wisely worded
and guard against a ferm of temptaticn which scems
not to be sufliciently realised by parents,

(2) The Reporl an the Spread of Impure Literature.

T trust that this report wilt be very widely read and
remembered and acted upon. The Exccutive will, of
course, again bring before the Government the neces-
sity of amending the law regarding the sale, manufac-
ture and circulation of the deterioratingr literature com-
plained of 3 but the Local Councils have it in their
power to do far more in regard to the whole subject
than any Legislature: thev must, as they value the
welfare of their country, make it clear o the parents
within the <cope of their influcnce, that the warning
given concerning the etfects of circulating deteriorating
literatue and papers is not a necdless one, and that it
is constantly reappearing io uew forms. Ty must
ask that whenever there are traces of this ‘i.crature it

should be sent to the local president; and for the
present 1 will ask the local presidents to send on such
matter to me in sealed cuvelenes, in order that the fact
of their circulation may be brought before the proper
authorities and steps takeu forits suppression in such a
way as His Excellency may deem best.  But the great
matter which Local Councils have to consider is how
they can promote the sale of good, healthy lite:ature
aud help to develop a taste for the same.

Ina former letter it has been suggested that each
Local Council should form a Standing Committee to
take charge of the whole of this subject, acting at the
same time as a Press Committee for the Local Council,
We are hoping that many of our Leenl Coun-ils may be
able to aid in the formation of local libraries, home
reading circles, or in any other efforts which will atiain
our object.

I append anabstract from a memorandum kindly sent
me by the Minister of Education for Ontario on the
facilities for esiablishing public libraries in that province,
and pointing out certain amendments to the Act iately
passed which bear on this question, and which wiil
make it comparatively easy to have a library in every
locality.

The'series of penuy poets, penny novels and penny
children’s books, now being issued by the “‘Review of
Reviews " offices, was brought before the Executive.
Sample copies can be obtained if desired, and it will be
a grocd thing if each Local Council would persuade the
locsl booksellers to keep a supply of these books. If
reading circles were formed which took some of these
as their books, it would promote their sale. On all
points bearing on this subject I shail be glad to give
any information in t1y power ; the report itself can be
obtained for distribution at 25 cents a dozen copics, and
I hope you may be able to order some for circulation
amongst your members.  In any « se, I trust that the
local sowspapers may be persuaded to publish the
report,

t3) The Report of the Sub-Committee on Length of
Working Hours.

This report involves the re-formation of the sub-com-
mittees on this subject by all Local Councils situated in
districts where wemen aud children are employed in
factories, workshops and stores. Tle committee to be
appointed should not be a large one, and should be
composed of women who have some interest in the
subject and who will beable to work at it as thoroughly
as posgible.  All facts should be sifted, and no state-
ments should be made which cannot absolutely be veri-
fied, and the personal opinions and experiences of both
employers and employed slould be sought, as well as
those of the representatives of Trades Councils where
any such exist.  Again let me say that I shall be most
ready to give any assislance in my power to the sub-
commitiee of any Lo al Council desiring it on this
subject.

In addition, however, to those inquiries, I trust that
the recommendations in the report will not be lost sight
of, and that social, improvement and benefit clubs for
working girls and women will be formed wherever pos-
sible by members of our Counc.ds who are ready to come
into touch with the workers as sisters, and who desire
to work out with them some solution of the uifficulties
waich at present surround the conditions of their lives.

An cffort to obtain earlier closing of shops and weekly
half-holidays for assistants in stores should not be losy
sight of, nor the personal consideration for working
women which is urged on every member of our Council
and which can be carried out in so many different ways.
1 2um sure that Miss Durick, Montreal, will gladly give
any information regarding the working of a successiul
Girls’ Club and Lunch Room in Montreal. The follow-
ing publications regarding the work carried outin New
York are most useful :

Annnal Roports of the various Associations of Work-
ing Girls. :

Circulars of information used by the clubs.

Also the following leaflets

No. 1. How to Start a Working Girl's Club.

No. 2. Forms of By-laws.

No. 3. Suggestions for Club Workers.

No. 3. Respousibilitics of Memliership in a Society.

No. 5. Responsibilities and Opportunities of a Society.

Na. 6. Reasons for Advancing the Principle of Self-
Support.

No. 5. Arguments for Scll-Government.

No. 8. Small Ciubs.

The ahove can be obtained by addressing Miss Grace
Dodge, first director, 262 Madison avenue, New York
City, or Miss Virginia Pouter, secretary, 134 Lexington
avenue, New York.

Miss Maude Stanley has also written on the same
suhject from practical experience in England, and the
records of the work of the Women's Industrial Council
in England, of the Council of Tradces in Scotiand, and
of the Recreative Evening Rooms, ctc., might be belp-
ful. Dr. Stanley Coit’s book on ** Neighbourhood
Guilds * is aiso full of suggestions. Although there may
be difficulties attending the formation of such cluby,
particularly in the smaller cities, there is no doubt that
they can be made a most important factor on the well-
being and protection of the lives of our working women.




