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deemer, an-d twenty-five non-essentials ; but there are twentv-
live precepts concerning wvhicb 1 arn much ini doubt, being almo'st
persuaded of their cssentiality, and I cannot co-operate wvith any
of my dearly esteemed brethren until these doubtlfut precepts are
satisfacterily deterrnined.' Jt is, my son, easily perceived4 with-
out giving ail the details of this council, that the members of it
must agree in the number of non-essentials i orde" toeifeet either Je
a sentimental or practical union.-Still, what I before afflrmed
is flot yet proved. 1 have said i-bat the existence .f'certain sys-
tems of religion dcpends as much upon their non-essentials as
their essentiais. iNow the proof is given in one sentence:« iE
DO NOT 013EY ALL THE DIVINE REQ1JIREMENTS, ait erfeifty
CANNOT SHîOW t/iat some of these requiremeuts are un-important4
and unesseitial, THE FOTJNDATION 0F THZIR REF UGE 15 OVERTURLNED,
w/iîle at t/e same time their rig/iteousness is proved not to excel
t/he righteousness of thte Scribei; and Pharisees. And here ]et Me Ï

* tell a sectarian secret. 'JIheological legisiators found it necessa-
ry,indispensibly necessary,to establish the distinction between the

* esse.ntial and non-essential, because it gave them a license -t0
comply withi as many of the requisitions of christianity as would

anwrtheir convenience, or be required to àtccornplish the de-
vices ofcraft : for, had they been dlisposed 10 submit humbly
to the cornmandments of God, a non-essential liad tiever been
named.

ALPIIA.-But father, if I understood the preacher, he taught the
importance of agreeing exclnsively upon flic essentials. -He
enumerated a few tenets which he considered essential, and
which, he afflrmed, were substantially his belief; and ail who
would assent or subscribe to these, and consent to unite with
him, he xvas willing to acknowledgye brethren in ihe Lord. INNo
other examination, preparation, or quali.fication he said would be
necessary.

OMEGA.-Undoubtedly,. and with much apparent charity
and show of liberality,-à. liberality, which, xvhen dissected
and stript of ail ambiguity, retains niuch of the astringencyof
Roman tyraîîny in its composition. PFor, at the close of the ser-
mon, had vou offered yourse]f as a candidate for membership in
his communion, your assent to every item in bis suni-marv 0f es-
sentials and non-essentials would have been imperlousl,, dernan-
ded.

ALPHA.-I begin no w to perceive their d-emand for' non-essen-
tiais ; and also I begin to perceive :the necessity of agreeing in
the non-essentials in order to agi-ce in thc essentials. A 1îtle"
study dêvelopes these matters cleauly. i Btt ityieqtx~ intricate
machinery to assimilate the-relig'ion UiGoýd with the religion of
men. Father 'will you -teli me yorprincipal ofrectjons and
rèasons ag aýhst the doctrines of whiceh we have been speaking?1
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