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pcrly songs of praise, one o? a public and
the other of a private nature. Thle firsi is
the song of Deborah and Barak, in which
thcy praibed the Lord fur the avengin o?
Israul, iwhcn thec peuple ivlllingly off-ieetd
iuemselvcs,' andi Nvhicli lur tlaib senbon, as

well as from its licing composcd under in-
spiration, wvas a divine luymn as weil at; a
patriotie song. This contains the ecarcst
mar, of respouiiNe binging, portions being
sung by the soidier and ihose u ith 1dmi, and
corrcspouding portions by tIse prophetcss
and lier companions-

-1 Aivake, awake, Deborah,
Awake, a-wak ý, utter a song.
Arise Barak,
Lead thy captivity captive, thou sou o?

Abinoam.

The other is the song of hlannah, 1 Sam.
ii. 1-10. It is a sacred triumphant ode,
undouhîedly composed under the guidance
of the spirit o? prophccy, in which she
rejoices in lier deliverance fromn domnestic
perseution, praises God for the honor of
materniîy and glorifies itue sovereignity o?
God un the dispensations of his Providence,
which. so often illustrate the sayings o?
Jesus-"l Whosoever exalteili himselfshail
bo ahased, and hoe that humbioth himscl?
shahl ho exaltcd." Probabiy aiso she spako
of deeper things than she kncw. One caui-
flot but be struuck in reading tiis song wvith
its resembiance to that of the Virgin, Luko
i. 46-55. The last sîainza is explained hy
supposing a Messianie reference.

"11e shail give strength te his king;
H1e shaîl exaît thue liora of his annointed,"1

(or Messiah.)

As dicte ivas no king in Jaraci ai ibat
turnu wbo cati ho meant, but the long ex-
pecicd deliverer, tlue pronicd sccd of
Abraham, iu whom ail tho fansilics of the
earuli were to l>e biessed. The last lino is
almost identical wiîb Psaim lxx.%xix 24,
whichi describes the exaltation of Christ.

The clobe of ibis cma is connectcd u iii
the ebtabliblhment of the prophetie officc as
a permanent inbtitution in Israei. The
prophetie git anud bIhe propliutie office liad
l>ocn previously excr-cised, but in an occa-
sional, and it miglit ho said irregular mani-

fer. But froia the establishment of the
monarchy the prophets became an cstab-
lishced ordler in the nation, who, until the
days of Malachi, a period of ahout 700
jears occupicd a promninc nt place iiu all the
public affitirs of isracl, civil and sacred.
0f titis ordcr 8amuel may bc regarded as
the head. Il Ile gave themn ju<iges until
Saînuel thc prophet?" «I Ail thc prophets
froin Samuel and thcm that foiov afier."
tTnder 1dm wve firsi hear of sehools of the
prophcts in which persons were traincd for
tlîeir calling.

Ail wve have to consider at present hov-
ever, is the connexion of thc institution
with the service of song. The liebrew
word translatcd prophet is derived from
one signifyiug to hoil or bubbio over, and
applied t6 man denoies the pouring forth
of cxcited utteranccs. It is applicd to the
frenzied excitement of the priests of Baal,
1 kings xviii. 28, 29, and to the violent
actings, probabiy ravings, of Saul under
the influence o? an cvii spirit (1 Samuel
xviii. 10.) Its ordinary religious use is t0
denote mon speaking or singing under a
divine impulse. The Groek word prophetes
which is Angiicised asp~rophet, denotes one
wl-,ý speaks for another, as an interpreter
or medium of dciaring lus will. It did
flot origiually mean one who foretold future
eveuts, and in seripture it especially meant
tiiose who spoke iii the name of God as
declaring bis wili. But it was characîcris-
tic of îlîem that they did so under the in-
fluence of the spirit of God.

From tho very first thc expression o? the
thouglits in the form of pootry seems to
have been part o? thc conception of tho
proplictie office. Tluus Jacob's last hlcssing
to his sons, and Baiaain's prophetie an-
nouncenients rcgarding Israel and the sur-
roundin-g nations, arc iii poctry of a vcry
clevated character, s0 as we have seu, are
the utterances of Moses and.Miriam ; and
50 are the writings of mnost of the subse-
quent prophets. Indcod iu more than oic
o? the anent languages thc same word is
used to denote both pout and prophet.

A socondary scuse of thc word proplie-
sying is tlue ce]ebrating the praise of thc
Almighty ini clevated sirains aud with mu-
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