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commmend us, and so they do indeed.
Moreover, if 2 man stand much in repeating
such things to his hearers, it hath some
show of covetousness, Notwithstanding,
men must be admonished hereof, that they
may know that they ought to vield unto
their pastors both reverence and a necessary
living. Our Saviour Christ teacheth the
same t_hin;: in the tenth of Luke.  Eating
and drinking such things as they have ; for
the labouver is worthy of his reward.”
And Daut saith, in another place, “ Do ve
not know that they which sacrifice in the
temple live of the sacrifices ; and that they
which serveat the altar are partakers of the
altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained,
that they which preach the gospel should
live of the gospel.”

We nced add nothing to these truo and
solemn words. Weask our readers to pon-
der most seriously the truth so emphatically
expressed. It is particularly approprinte
to some portions of the Church; but none
of our congregations are above the necessity
of being frequently reminded of their duty,
and stirred up to work heartily for Curist.
We confuss that we are often cheered and
encouraged by recalling the fact that the
early Christians and the children of the Re-
formation needed this sort of teaching as
well as our people need it now. We have
to inculeate the lesson very often, but this
is just what Luther had to do in his day,
and what agreater thar Luther did by word
of mouth, and by Epistle in Galatia and in
Corinth. But we arc less excusable in the
sight of God than any generation that has
gone befure ws—for we have iliuminating
our path the light and experience of Eigh-
teen Centuries.
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MISSIONS IN THE MIDDLE AGES.

PATRICK.

Among the most remarkable missionaries
of the Middle Ages were the Celtic races of
Britain. How the Gospel reached these ra-
cesisa question involved in mystery. That
it came to them from a tolerably pure source,
long before it had been tainted by the world-
ly power of Rome, is proved by their prim-
itive worship, and by the long controversy
which they maintained with the authorities
of the Roman Church. They were among
the best missionaries of their period, and
contrasted with those commissioned by the
court of Rome, in the absenee of that pomp
aad civeumstance by which the latterin ma-

ny instances sought tooverawe the heathen
mind, and by the refusal of all compromise
with heathen customs or prejudices. Among
the most distinguished of them was St. Pa-
trick, the so-called apostleof Ireland. The
place of his birth has been disputed, but the
weight of evidence appears to be in favour
of Kirkpatrick, generally termed Kilpatrick,
hetween the castle of Dumbarton, and the
city of Glasgow. The yearof his birth was
about 387. e was born of Christian pa-
rents, and both his father and grandfather
held office in the Church.  The tradition is,
that in his early life he was carricd off as o
slave to Ireland in one of those wild ma-
rauding expeditions, so common in those
days, and forcenturics afterwards. He was
removed to Antrim, and there had to endure
many hardships, tending his master’s flocks,
wandering over the bieak mountains, oftent
drenched with rain, or numbed by the win-
try cold.  The good seed had been sown in
his youth, and his sufferings now tended on-
Iy to deepen its root and strengthen its
growth, as he found his consolation in the
truths of religion. He made himself ace
quainted with the language of the people,
and learned their habits and modes of life.
After six years he escaped, and returned to
his father’s house. He endurved a second
short captivity, but returned home again.
Instead of being incensed against his cap-
tors and oppressors, he longed to be made
the means of their conversion to the Chris-
tian faith. Meditating on this desire, he was
visited by a dream, in which one appeared
inviting him to go over to the help of Ire-
land. He soon after went, accompanied by
a few friends of kindred spirit, and encoun-
tered many perils, being often in danger even
of his life; but persevered, attracted some
of the chiefs by his gentleness of manner,
his striking appearance, and his dignity of
bearing ; and baving thus removed obsta-
cles, began with unceasing diligence to in-
struct the people, preaching the Word, col-
lecting assemblies in the open air, to whom
he read the Scriptures, and explained their
contents, and proclaiming Jesus Christ as
the Redeemer of men. He was careful to
search out & native ministry, and to establish
seminaries and schools for their proper in-
struction. As his influcuce advanced, he
became the bold denouncer of those lawless
marauding expeditions, from which he had
himse)f suffered. He at length died at a
good old age, having raised up a complete
ceclesiastical machinery, and left the great-
er y;urs of Ircland attached to the Christian
faith.

COLUMBA.

The most prominent of the Celtic mis-
sionaries, in the age succecding that of St.
Patrick, was Columba, born among the wild-
est of the Donegal mountains; at Gartan, in



