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among the natives of Port Resolution, on
account of the death of & young man of
some importance. One man was killed,
and the other wounded. About 100, to
escape from the encmy, fled in a trading
vessel to Aniwa. Mr. Watt had his school
house and church blown down by the hur-
ricane, in January. The nativeg about
Qwamera had all their breadfruit alld ches.
nuts destroyed, and there has been a good
deat of ill-will and fighting, on this account.
One man was killed from this cause. Qur
natives are living in peuce, so far as wo
know, just now. But brotherly love is not
by any means so prevalent among them as
it ought to be. They are peculiarly sus-
coptible of mutual jealousies. We are kept
very busy reproving, rebuking and exhort-
ing them ; but feel deeply that is only the
spirit of God who can render our words
mighty to doing them good. There have
been several cases of seduction on the island
of late. Some of the culprits were punish-
ed by the chiefs’ beating them, others by
being fined, others by being tied and tatked
to, which is considered a terrible disgrace.
But we need not be surprised at a low
morality among these people = hen our own
fellow-countrymen behave themselves so
basely as they do in this ocean, We will
begin to look out for the return of the
“Dayspring ” in the beginning of April.
‘Wae had some lerters, papers and Record’s
from home, last week, which were about
seven months on the way; but they were
welcome, and more than welcome. We
were rejoiced to hear of times of revival
being vouchsafed to some of our congrega-
tions in P. E. Island and other parts of the
Church. May the Spirit be poared out
more and more upon all the sections of onr
Church. Glad also to hear of the progress
of Presbyterian Union in the Dominion.
X am correcting Dr. Geddie’s translation of
the Psalms just now. It isa good exerciso
for me in the language.
aMES D. Mugray.

Letter from Rev. J. D. Murray.

Axexryuy, April 24tk, 1875,

Rev. and Dear Sir,—1I take the opportu-
nity this morning of sending away a note
to you by a trading vessel which is about
to sail hence for the Fijis. The *“Day-
spring” came to anchor in the harbour here
yesterday, after a long and tedious passage
of 19 days from Sydney, and brought us
our goods and mails. I am sorry to sa
that no letter from you has come to hand.
Your duties, however, we know, are very
numerous and onerous. We will excuse
you, therefore, this time, and bear our dis-
appointment with resignation.

We continue, Iam thankful to say, to
enjoy good health here, are fecling

e

more and more encouraged by thoe aspeet
of the work. Last rainy scason was notso
wet, but quite as hot, as the preceding,
Four hurricanes have passed over us since
November; but they were not very severe.
Our island has recontly been visited by
an extraordinary succession of earthquakes,
which have been destructive more or less of
life and property. During the last threo
wecks, either slight tremors, or shakings of
considerable violence have been of almosg
daily occurrence. The first shock of the
series, which was felt on the 28th ult., aboug
midnight, was the most severe, and did
almost all the mischief. Thero has not
been anything like it here, within the
memory of the living. The sea, by thein.
fluenco of the carth-wave, first receded,
leaving our harbour seemingly half emptied
of.its usual quantity of water ; and then, in
about 10 or 15 minutes afterwards, came a
great wave, rolling most impetuously in
upon the shore, about 20 feet beyond the
ordinary reach of high water. Our pre.
mises being somewhat elevated, escaped
uninjured by the sea; but the Church has
got a very severe shaking. It can bere
paired, however. The islet of Imgeric, in
this harbour, on which there was a ing
establishment and a white family reg€ing,
was quite overwhelmed, ard almost all the
buildings on it severcly damaged. One of
the whites, an old man, was nearly drown-
ed, The sea came up from both sides of
the island at the same time. Estimated
depth of water on thelower part of the land
6 tect. Great quantities of sea spoil were
carried up and scattered over the island.
‘Wherever there were houses or plantations
on low lands along the shore, damages
have been sustained. The mission station
of the Rov. Mr, Inglis has been seriously
damaged. Near this place a child was
washed away by the sea, and drowned.
Men and women also were carried off, but
all either swam ashore, or were rescuedby §
others. Many, however, have beenill, in ¥
consequence of theexposure. The natives,
who are not asually very easily frightencd,
were becoming unmistakably terrified, as 3§
indeed weall were. I know no phenomenon ¥
in nature that makes one feel his own help-
lessness and nothingness mwore than the
terrible one of earthquakes, nothing so fit
ted to impress the mind with a sensc ofthe
might and majesty of Him who_ “looketh
on the earth, and it trembleth, and toucheth J58
the hills and they smoke.” After csch {8
shock the eraptions of the Tanna volcans 8
were heard by us hero much more distineily %3
than usual, .
I have got down by the “Dayspring” g
our church beli, which was recast at Syé- K
ney, ata cost of over £11 stg. Thisis
charged meanwaile to me; but Dr. Steel, 8
who knows very well my inability to me S




