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to do 8o, has proved himself a mere doctri-
naire.”’

Of course the Swedish papers are enthu-
siastic over the King's .message to the
Storthing as shown by the -following ex-
tracts:

*'The lettero of the King is so calm in
language that everyone must admire ir
astonishment the self control which the
writer exhibits. The fact that such a let-
ter has come before the Storthing clearly
shows that a way is open not only for a
persoral union between the two countries,
but alsc for the succession of a young Ber-
naaotte 0 the Swedish throne.’’

"'King Oscar takes a firm stand on the
gronnd of right and trath. ZRevolutions
bave their justification, when a people’s
rights are threatened or denied or when
oppression crushes the subjects of a
throne. Bat a king is never to be deposed
when he is merely maintaining his posi-
tion on the basis of constitutional enact-
ment or tekes a step which he believes to
be his duty to do as a raler.”

'*As regards ourselves and in view of the
final verdict of Europe. the King's sound
and Ingical presentation of the Norwegian
imbroglio, if considered aright, is a state-
ment which deserves jthe most carefal con-
eideration. "’

Of course, the Norweeian press do not
agree with the Swedish view. The Af-
tenpoaten, :Chrimnnll.:int'mltes, in its
criticism of King Oscar's letter, that that
monarch’s conception of the Union and
of his own constitutional right and do-
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ties is unjust ana, as well as yuite irre-
concilable with what constitutes national
independ and prosper -
ity. The King has not uttered a single
word in answer to the Storthing's request
for his couperation in the election of a new
King.

In previcting the ultimate outcome of the
Swedish-Norwegian dispute, the most dif-
ficult part of the problem is to decide on
the future action of the Swedish irrecon-
cilables. According to the Stockholm cor-
respondent of the London Times, Sweden
is at present divided, The writer says:

‘‘The general tone all Jover is sgainst
wilitary measures or’any attempt to coerce
Norway back into the Union, but opinion
is by no means as unanimous in favor of a
prempt and amicable settlemetiwith Nor
way, wiping out old scores and making a
slatein view of drawing up conditions of
the future. An adverse current is setting
in from different directions prompted by a
variety of feelings,;suchZas loyalty to the
King, indignation at the way he has been
treated. , and distrust of the Norwegian
democracy and its uncompremising tho-
roughness. "’

Recent despatches say that these ‘‘ad-
verse carrents’’ are setting in the direction
of war, alhought the Norwegian poet,
Jonas Lie, in a Copenhagen paper says:
‘T believe that most Norwegians feel as I
do—we wisn for no war, we wish for
peace.’’
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