
12 Ati Incident of tl&e Amiericant 111r-

cri-is the column commenced its mardi, and the master hurried
thoir moements by some prctty Iltail profanity. A measure of
line shot wvas put into the gun in place of powder, which, wlieni
M'addcd carefully down, was eovorcd nitlh a charge of buckliot;
the double-barràlledl gun wvas treated te a siruilar dose, alla the
pa.rty resumcd their march,: as the rifle was pronounccd commvie il
fizzt.

\YVe hiave statedl previously that the distance of the arsenal from
the towni w'as enly ýabout eue and a half miles. Thie Colonel with
bis staff, rode in fi-ont, and whien thcy reachied the foot of the
bill, lie cahbled a hait. lera, ensciouis thiat an important crisis in
bis ewn and bis country's history, uvas at biaud, lie concluded te

addrcs th treops 'before they entered jute action. With a, port
-wbich Caesar and l3onaptirte never cquallcd, hie rode along the
fronit,-hiis< presence uinconsciously dlec trifying ail bebeolders, an d
iii turns producing admiration and awe, as lie thus addressed
them ;-

IISoldiers ! the eyes ef our countrymon are upon yen ; a-s I look
zirouiud I sec thiat martial ardeur ivhich bespea<s victery fer your
iris. Yen are aware flic commandant et flic arsenal bias sent us a

notification, that if we persisi. in storming tîje place thiat ho will net
bositate te boinbiud the town. It is useless te cenceal frem ycu the
fact that he bias the power te (Io this unless wve makze short work in
cuir attack. Our motte must be Ilwe conquer or die," and eacb man
muust bc prepared te (Ie bis dluty." Jiust ai. this part cf bis speech,
wvlien many hearts were failing, and inany, Iinics were weah, a gun
from the arsenal wvas ired as a signal, wbeni le ! drill and discip-
line wvcre forgotten, many iel fiat upon tlîcir faces, others satisfied
tlîey wverc net killed toek te thecir beels and fled incontincently.
The Bucephalus upon w'hicli Colonel Puffpoucli was meunted pos-
sessed that steadiness cf nerve, and gravity cf demeaneur, whichi
olten resuit from age and experience, se that inistead cf running
aw'ay, like some cf the rcst, he mcrely tookz advantage ef a sudden
relaxation cf the rein te commence grazing. Some cf the cir;alr-y
lest comnplote control. cf thîcir heorses, and ran se far frein the
field, fliat tbicy did net censider it wortli while returning, te, the
scone cf slaugliter. No seoner was the gun fired than a regular

stampede " from the town commcnced, inidoed previeus te, the
firing cf the gun the greater part cf the women and childrcn had
left, te get beyend the range cf sncb dire missiles.

Whilo matters werp in this dreadfui sLate cf suspense, the Co-
loncl saw a messenger from flie arsenal coming down wvitli a wbite
flag. Botlî Pufiiouclî and 'lis men were at once reaninmated ; the
ranks -%vere dresscd, order rcstered, ana the romains cf flic army
waited in grim and ominous silence te licar the message. The
comnmandanît desired a conference with Colonel Puffpoucb, with
permnission te inspect the forces brouglît against in, se, tliat if the
odds wîere sucb as te forbid an attempt at holding out, and wou]d
justify bis surrender, lie must de se upon sucli terms as could b
mutually agreed upon. Aftor a pretence at consultation the pro-
posai was assentedl te, and the lieutenant with oue or two, subal-
tomns, soon after îappeared. As the lieuteniant walked along the


