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THE CANADA FARMER.

soss’lblo, and leaving all tho loaves thoy conld. He

Id not care about the biro bleoding if they loft
plenty of branches and leaves. A fow days since ho
was walking on tho farm of Mr. Whito, whon he saw
a striking proof of what ho had staked in rogard to
the action of sap, and the altercd quality of that
which descends to the root. e camo acrcas a
young ash troo, 15 or 20 years old, round which some
ono had cut a ring in the bark, thus exposing tho
stem of the trce. The ring was cut some four or five
yoars ago, perhaps, and now the part of the tros
abovo tho ring was tolally differens te the lower part.
The bottom poriion of the bark washealed up, and
the tree below the ring was 17§ inches in circumfor-
onoe, and 21 or 23 inches ahove. Now, if ihe ascond-
ing sap had made the tree, and was as good as the
desconding sap, why did mot the bdottom part grow
tho largest? With regard to the tinting powor of
tbo pale or brown Xkops, he had always thought
the hrown bops, from the gum In the petal being
entirely dry and consequonily mere difficult to dis-
solve, would produce a paler ale than tho green
Lop, iv which the gum was more readily affocted by
solution. With regard te the weight of the hop, it
was the lupuline that incressed the quantity of weight,
and also tho quality. Tho petal was of no more use
than tho shell of an oyster. Mr. Barling 4hen con-
oluded by remarking that his objeot was to see their
glant&hons.keep up their standard, and not bebeaten
by the forcigner, which would certainly be the case
if the English farmer continued to out \he bine before
the hop was ripo.”

A few Hints on Growing Indian Corn,
To the Edilor of Tan Cavava FARXER @

Sir—~I am pleased o obgerve o growing interest
among the farming commanity, in this excellent grain,
and expect should I live ten years more to find it
cultivated to a large oxteat. I remomber the period
when Indian corn formod a principal orop all through
Upper Canada, whore it wasrelied upon as a surerand
more profitable crop than wheat. Butsince tho plough
has come to be 30 universally used, the cultivation of
corn has given placo to other corcals. Until within
a few years wheat hias been considerod tho only grsin
upon which a farmer could depond to meet his liabili-
tios. A oourse of deficient culture—the negloct of a
system of rotation of crops, has, however, dotorior-
ated the fertility of tho soil, and in many places tho
average of wheat has declined from 30 or 40, to 10
bushels per acro. The Canadisn farmor has through
his own negligence allowed his rich and grateful
ficlds to bocome so poor that he can no longer hopo
successfully to raise wheat, and he is now moro likely
to liston to suggestions ou cultivating some other pay-
ing crop. Now I do consider that Indian corn can
bo raised almost in overy portion of Upper Canada
to profit, and whea fairly tried, I am ocertain that a
great many who now think but little about it, will
come to cstoom it &s repumerative, and vory advanta-
geous, Having raised it moro or loss for some 40 yearse
I will offor a fow hints that may be uscful to new be-
ginners. Tho soil best adapted for Iawan corn is
warm rich loam. Choose the lightest soil with asouth
or eastorn exposure. AManure it weil with barn yard
or any other manare. If not ploughed in the fall,
plough as oarly in the spring as you can, aad let it
remain until you are ready to plant, when yon can
plough it again, and harrow it level. If tho field is
rich, havo your hills 4 feet each way, if not very rich,
2 feet 6 inches or 3 feet 9 will do. To make the bills
at right angles, some drag a chain lengthiwise and
across. Some tako a scantling 12 feot long, and put
wooden pins the requisito distanco apart, and attach
it toa horse. Which over way is adopted, try and
havo the hills in atraight rows, and at right angles te
oach other, as in addition to its ncat appearance, it
facllitates weeding and hoelng.  'Whon thefield is thus
gono over, oponr a small hole at the angles about 1}
inches deep, a boy can follow with corn, and drop 4
or 5 grains in o hill, and in overy other hill and every
otherrow drop a pumpkin seed,another boy can cover,
but the latter abould bagin at the far end, after a row
has been planted, 80 a8 to draw the aarth towards
himself. For seed corn, choose from traces carefully
vprovecved, the hest sighi-rowod ears that are plump

and full, break off tho top end about 1 or 2 inches, shell
out, and if you arc late in planting, and the ground
is dry and tho weather warm, you may pour scalding
water on it, and let it romain all night. You require
from 6 o 8 quarls for an acro., The best time for
planting is from tho 5th, to the 20th of May. In the
valley of tho St. Lawrence, about tho 10th of May, is

a good timo ; on tho tablo lands, which aro more sub-
Joot to spring frosts, from the 15th to the 20th May,
does bettor. If you plant oarly, and the ground is

damp and cold, by no moeans soak the soed, and bo'

on the low ground, which is deep Joam. With regard
to tho preparation of tho land, there are many and
varied opinions. How I treated the hill last season’
was by ploughing about this time of tho ycar with
tbo intention of grubbing angain boforoe sowing, but
wher I saw that no weods appearcd upon thesurfaco,
I prepared by tho harrows for the seed, and it dig
well. Thero is another system in this country whic

appears to be taking the lead, that is ribbing; it
koeps tho land dr{ and warm, besides rotting the
stubble. This I boliovo to bo the proper way to keep
it until from throo to six weeks of sowing the secd ;
then plough, and fiaish by harrowiug and rolling.
You cannot give it too much of the harrows hefore

careful nos to bury deep, Gormination is very casily §sowing, as it roquires but one double tine after the

destroyed by moistaro, and the plaat will not thnive
on cold damp land. When it iz ap about 3 or 4
fnches high, go through tho rows oach way with a
horse and scuffler when the weather is dry, so as to
cut upand destroy tho wouds ; then with tho hoo cloar
away tho woeds around tho hill, and roplace by fresh
earth what was scrapedaway. In about threo wecks
aftor, you will require to ropoat tho operation, and

may contipue it a third or fourth time if tho ground
is woedy. Dy no means mako abill around the plants
until the last hoeing, about the 10tk or 15th of July.
Thon it s oonsidored useful to support tho stocks
from falling over. In olden times this was consider-
od indisponsible, but there is now a differonce of
opinion, respecting the utility. Of late yeara I have
not hilled up mr corn, and I bavo found it do
protty woll. Still I am of tho opinion that the
practico would bs rather beneficial than otherwise.
Tho chief prejudice against raising corn by farmers
who havo formerly raised it, 13 tho vast amount of
hard work connectod with it. This is somewhat re-
duced by the scufflor, and abandonmeont of the bill-
iniiup systom.

any rocommeond gnano, ashes, and artificial man-
ures belng applied while planting, all of which [have
no doubt aro oxcellent for producing a good crop;
but I do not approve of the plan on uccount of tho
labour involved in it. Iprefor having the flold for
corn manured in tho ordinary way, and in raising a
crop of corn, the ground is littlo injured, and is in
priwme condition for wheat. Cora will do woll on the
samo ground for soveral years, but like all othor
crops is bettor of chango. There i3 a differcnco of
opinion as to the wisdom of breakiny off the suckers,
or allowing them to remain. I have tried both ways
but cannot say which is best. I bavo latterly adopted
tho plan of an old Vermonter, whose advice 1 had
asked respecting them. Said le, ¢ if the grouad'ill
boar ’oin, let ‘em grow ** I profer the yellow corn as
being the most nutritious, and yiclding the best re-
turn. Thoe small whito varicly will however, ripen
carlior, and may answer in some localities, but I
would not raiso it where I ean raiso tho yellow. If
you wish to plant different varietios, you must plant
them apart from each other, elso thoy will inoculato
one another, and your crop will be part of each.
Change your socd occasionally, and if possible pro-
cure it from a more northernlocality  When you ob-
tain & good varioly, do not part with it vatil you
bave obtained a better. Perbaps thero is no crop
raised, that sesms to benefit so much from attention
to tillage as corn ; every timo it is hoed itgeems to
rejoice, and manifest its gratitude by stre‘ching out. It
does best inmoderately dry warm seacoas, and will
ripen in favourable scasons, and good localitics, in
about threo months. Farmers, try a patck, and my
word for i, if you attend to it you will eontinue to
Tnise it JE
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Cultivation of Flax.

As information from those who have been long
practically conversant with tho cultivation of flax is
valuable, wo aro indaced to give the following cx-
tracts from a lotter on the subject which was lately
put into our hands by the gentleman to whom it was
addressed. Wo may stalo that tho lelter was not
oripinally intended for publication, but, coming as
it does from an oxpericnced flax grower rosident in
the neighbourhood of Omagh, we are glad to be al-
lowed to bring it auder tho notico of our readers :—

“«The first thing you havo to look to is your soil.
What Is recommended by cmiont flax growers isa
sound, dry, doep loam. I havo bad tho experionce
of two sorts of soil this season : the hill and the low
ground on opposite sides of water The hill, asyou
are aware, is sharp, gravelly soil, and produced flax

twioe as good 1n gquantity and quality as that sown

scod. This i3 oxactly how I intend preparing my
own this scason.

“ Riga is now generally sown upon all soils ag the
most productive to tho farmer. I bavv sown Rigs,
Duteh, and Englieh upon the samo soil, and Rigs is
what [ would by far recommend for any soil. The
time to determine upon for pulling is the most par-
ticular part of flax cultivation. If pulled too soon,
although tho fibroe is fine, the great wasto in soutching
renders it unprofitable, and if too late, the additional
weight does not compensate for tho coarsencss of
fibre. Tho proper time to pull is when the sced be-
gins to chango from o groen to a pale brown colour,
and the stalk to becowmo yellow for two-thirds of its
height from the ground. If you are for saving your
geed, let the bandfuls of pulled dax be placed dia%o-
nally across each other, 50 a8 to be ready for rip-
pling. Tho best method is to save it at homo b
spreading upon lofts and turning twice a day ; fini
upon a corn kiln, taking caroe to keep a alow fire. By
tlus plan of slow drying thoe sced bas time to imbibe
all the juices that remain in the husk. If it be taken
from the fleld and dried hurriedl{ uPon the kiln theso
juices will be burned up, very little nutritious mat-
ter romaining. Flax ougbt not be allowed $o romain,
if possible, the sccond day in the field; it should be
rippled as pulled, nnd at once got into the steep for
this process. River water is the best. I{spring waler
must be used, let the pond be filled somo weeks be-
fore the flax i3 put in, that the sun and air may soften
the water ; the best size of steep pool is from 12 to 18
foct broad aud 3} to 4 feet deep. Steep yonr flax
with the roots down, the top sloped a little off from
the man who puts it in ; bave it laid very regularly,
50 that it may water evenly 3 cover the flax with moss
s0ds on a stiff old lea, cut thin, laid perfectly olose.
It gencrally takes from 8 to 14 days in the pool, ac-
cording to the heat of the weather and nature of the
water ; after fermentation subsides take out some
stalks, and break them in the centrs about 8 inches
apart ; catch the broken bit of wood, and If it will
pull freely out downwards for that length withont
breaking or tearing the fibre, and withnone of the
fibre adhering to it, it is ready to teke out. Sclect,
if possible, sbort, thick, pasture ground for spread-
ing:; mow down and remove an{ weeds that rise
above the surface of the sward ; lay the flax evenly
in rows on the grass, and spread thin and very equally.
If well watered, tho lees time afler S or 4 days on tho
grass the botter. This is tho best information I could
possibly give youj; it is exactly what I have done
and intend doiog mysell. There are far more expen-
sive modes, but this I helievo to be the best.’—Irish
Furmers’ Gazclle.

Praxtive Peas Deer—Deep planting {s not gone-~
rally rosorted to, under the impression that tho seed
will rot in the grouad. This is & mistake. Peas cov-
ered six or cight inches deep, will produce twico s8
much as those covered but an inch, they will continue
flowering longer, and the vines are moro vigorous,
and do not lie down, & is often the case whon shal-
low plantings are made. We have tested this matter,
and therefore know from experience, that if.it.is do-
sired to get a largo crop, the secd must be buried
deep in the soil. A suitable pieco of ground, which
had been cnriched the previons year, was deeply
ploughed in the fall, and again in the spring, and put
io fino tilth., One-half of the piece was marked out

! in drills, and the seed coveied two inches deep. On

the other half the plough was sunk beam decp, and
the seed scattered at the bottom of the farrow. In
this way onc-half the piece was gone over and after-
wards merely loveled, leaving the seed at least eight
inches bolow the surface. Tho peas that were ploughed
in were a 1ittlo longer in making their appearance,
but they shot ahead of the others, the vines wero
thrifty and vigourous, and produced treble the quan-
tity of thoso in the $wo inch drills by their sjide. The
secd used was of the same lot, tho Champion of Eng-
land variety, the aeil, time of piaating, and culture,
(except the manner of putting in) were precisely tho
samo for both places. This exporiment convinced
us that peas Sourish best in deep planting, and we.
have repeatedly had our attention called to the fact,
in observing different crops, and learning the maaner
of oulturo.— Utios



