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The Hen Question-Is oiltry Frofitable?
THE following from the Springfield (Massachusetts)

Repuldlican, vill have some interest:-
" We bave been highly interested, of late, in the

auccess of a )uung Germian family near us mn the
poultry hne, and are permitted to draw from their
six month& accouint book On the tat Uf January,
1863, Lewis Ritter. of West Springfield, had fifty-two
hens, chielly black Spanish. and five conmion dueks.
inventuried ail told at S T.0. They n ere kept in a
warn octagonal poiitry-lioutse and vard near the
junction of the Connecticut and Agawam Rivers. In
the month of January they laid 307 eggs, which sold,
at 28 cents a dozen, for $7.16. They aie that month
ilirce bus9hels of corn, worth S3.16 ; one bushel of
btickwbeat, hort n w rth p8o0.s of meat, wortb
88e ; 64 pounds of meat, worth $1.28; refuse onions,
worth 30 cents, and red peppers wvorth 12 cents ;
total, $6.51. The profits ol that month ivere 62 cents.
Only about ten of the fowls laid, or the profits would
have been mucih greater. Tbey were capable of five
times that yield. In February they wvere similarly
fed (except that the buckwheat and ment were in-
creased, and the corn and mea decreased) at a total
cost of $6.21, and they yielded -192 eggs, which sold
at about 25 cents a dozen, for S10SO. The profit
this month nas S4.66. In March they laid 43 duzen
eggs, which broughlt $8.80, besides 26 wihich were
used for settimg. Tbey consauied S6.70 vorth of
feed, and yielded a profit of S2.15. In April their
keeping cost S7.16, and they laid 65J dozens eggs,
which bronglit S16.25. yieluing a profit Of $8.09.
The price of eggs ranged from 22 to 36 cents, accord-
ing as they were souglt for setting. In Iay they were
charged for feed n.6d, ad credited with 51 dozen
eggs, at S10.20-prolit $2.16. Iii June they ate $7.10
worth, and yielded 42 dozen eggs at S10.43-profit
$3.33. Total profit for six months, $21.96. The least
profit was in Januîary, and the greatest in April.

From the sane source we learn that puliets
hatched in March often commence layinz in Septem-
ber, that fowls comnionly dccrease in their laying
properties ntter their second year, and that eggs of
maturest liens are sirt to liateh The estimate for
the yield of a good laymng lien the first year is 150
eggs, the second year 100 eggs, and the third. 50
eggs. Continued laying debilîtates a fowl. lience
good layers are often poor setters, and the çorse fit.
teners. Polands and bleck Spanish fowls stand
highest as layers. game fowls as setters, and Dork-
ings, among the English, are prominent for thîe table.
For ail purposes combined, probably the Brabmas
or Dominuques are best. The 5rahmas, doubtless, are
the best of ail the Asiatic varieties, and their lar e
size, yellow skin,juicy flesh, and wiater-laying,mae
them very desirable."

Speaking of the laymng qualîties of pullets, reminds
us that we knew a broud of chickens to be latched
on the 28th of October, 1829, up in the cold region of
Vermont. They throve and did well. In that icv
climate, bens were not expected to and did not coni-
mence laying till about tlie stof March. One ofthe
three chickens spolken of was a puliet, and it was an
egg laid by ber tliat furniished us the first fruit of our
hunting hens' nests that scason. She was net much,
if any, over four months of age.

GAPEs IN CutIcaEM.-A nriter in the Rural ýYco
Yorker says that ho bas found by accident, that
dough zaised with milk rising is a sure and safe
remedy for gapes in chickens, fed while fermnenting,
but while still sweet. le lias tried it for six ycars,
but says that wbre he scasons the feed of bis chick-
ens with sait, as for cooking, they never have tie
gapes.

Tas Biunx.x Fowrs.-A farmer in MassNachusetts
who has had experieure in lceeping poultry of differ
ent brecds. and upon a sonewhuat extensive scale,
has decided in favour of the Brahmas. Ho sayl,
" they surpass In laying qualities, and for the market,
any breed of fowls e bas ever kept." This opinion
aiao corresponds with that oi* many parties la tbis
citywand elsohrbero who have given them a fair trial.
--Mains Fbrer.

i i
TuC DsSon.I PoULTRT HUMBUo.-The Coiuntry Oon-

iteman claims to have demonstrated that the great
French poultry establishment, whot fowl and eggs
were said to be produced b5 the million, la a fiction.
Doubtful of the truth of the big stories in circulation
about the monster establishment, our contemporary
prevailed on a gentleman about to proceed to Paris
to investigato the matter. This gentleman writes
froua ilavre, unider date of April 14, 1864, as follows :
"As te 3. de Sora and his chicken establishment-
at the lalles, the great market of Paris, I inquired of
sevoral largo dealers in eggs and fowls, and none of
them had ever heard of him, or any establishment of
the kind conductsed on the scale his was said to Le.
At the ('omnptoir Xational d'escompte, n here, had le
any paper out, or did lie any banking business
wbatover, they wouîld have known him, tbey could
give me no infurnation. Twu of the large hotel-
keepers of Paris also knew nothing of him. I wrote
to one of the largest dealers in gane and volailes in
the Palais Royal-be lad never heard of either M. de
Sora, bis chickens, Lis calions, or Lis eggs. 1 searched
Le Almanach Bottin, which contains the name, one

miglit sry, of every individual of any note doing
business in France-that of de Sora was not to be
found. After ail this, I think yon can safely put him
and Lis establishment down as existing only in the
imagination of some farceur, who from time to time
amuses bimselfby grtlling the public with the statis-
tics of this great affair, which no one else bas ever
either seen, or even heard of, except througth him in
the journals."

Do3aiýNQu'E Fowz.s.-This vaiety is, very juîstly,
becoming popular where best known, especially for
hardiness. We find the following description of thein
in a very valuable article upon poultry, in the late
report of the Departiment of Agriculture :

"The Dominitqu is the best fowl of common stock
that we have, and is the only fowl in the country that
bas enougli distinct characteristics to entitle it to a
nane. These fowls are full medium size, being but
little less in weight than the Dorking, have fuil
breasts, rounded full bodies, double or single combs,
and yellow- legs. Their main plumage lias a liglht
grey ground colour, while each feather is barred
crosswise with a darker shade. They are frequentiy
known by the name. "hawk coloured fowls." Thev
are hardy easily raised, retain their pecuiliarities witL
great tenacity. bave yellow skins, a colour preferred
by many for a market fowl ; and taking these fowls
ail in ail. they are one ofthe best varieties in common
use."

The fßesh is good and they are fine layers. Thiey
roost iigh and hence are not in the nay lke the lazy
Asiatic fowls.

The Black Spanish are most beautiful fowls, but a
winter like the past is very disastrous to them. Un-
doubtedly, with extra care in winter, they are the
best la-ers in the vorld ; but we would net recom-
mend tbem for the gencral fowl of the farme by the
side of the Dominique. The Spanislh for n village or
city are first.

To substantiate onr estimate of these fowls we will
state that Mr. Wentworth, w-ho lias experimented with
almost every kind of known foi, bas abandoned ail
others. and is now starting with the Dominique We
know of none of them for sale in the West.-Prairic
Farmcr.

Ter.sss.-Turkeys may be made profitable wliere
they can have the range of a picce cf road ay or
pasture and mndeaow. Three hen% and a gobbler are
better than a great number. The black and bronze
varicties are esteemed the bardiest and bet. They
will mate about February or March. Take the first
litter ofeggs and set under common liens; the turkey
lens will soon lay again ; nowr let them have ail the
eggs tley will cover, and sit. When the young are
hatched, you abould se divide those hatcbed by the
comnon fowls as te lie taken care of by the turkeys:
confino the young chicks in a small pen, made of a
few boards. on a well covered grass plat. and change
the pen every few days Theyshould also have shelter
in case of storm. Feed bread crumbs and hard boiled
eggs chopped fine. Avoid corn moaI. unlss first
baked and soaked a milk. Young turkeys are very
tender, while the grown bird is ircy hardy. In pas-
turc or meadow wae think them very uselbl, because
they feed onand destroy innumerable Insects.

Raymond's Improved Family sewing
Maohile.

TnEnE is no branch of industry la which invention
bas don more to help the toiling millions than by
the application of machinery te the purpose of sew-
ing. The great saving in time and cost which la
gained to the tailor, shoenaker, dressmaker, &c., by
the use of a sewing machine, Las made It an indis-
pensible uecessity to them, if they would carry on
business profitably. The leading machines are so
favourably known, and have earned sncb an estab-
lished reputation, that they are confidently bought
by the parties above named, at a heavy outlay, witli
the certainty that they will quickly repay their cost.
These machines, however, are atl, more or less, ce-
plicated, and require a great deal of time te Le spent
in lcarning successfuully to use them. Tn the work-
shop and manufactory they bave proved a great help;
but many families who Lave felt abl te purcbase
ee of the expensive articles, have found, to thair
great disappointment,such unlooked for difficultios in
working il, that they Lave set it aside in despair as
useless. The wants of the family are net met by the
machine purchased, simply because it is net casily
adapted te the great variety of work te be done, it
requiring a skilfil workman te put it in proper order
for each class of goods te Le sewed.

The machine representei abovo was designed
and brought out expressly te overcome this diffleulty.
The ain Las been te produco a machine so simple
that any one can change it fron the coarsest to the
finest work, and use it successfully on every class of
family sewing, and at the same time te make It at
se small a cot, as te be within the means of every-
body.

These objecte, it la believed, bave been aocom-
plished. This machine Las been i use and on trial
for several yenrs. It Las from time te time been
improved, se that it Las now reached a Ligh standard
of excellence. Taking ail things into account, it 1»
undoubtedly the best machine mado for family use.
Its cheapness, combined with its efficiency, makes it
the sewing machine for the million. After somo
months' trial of it, it is only justice to say that It bas
far exceeded our expectations, and provei itself-a
most effective machine for ail ordinarypurpose'. We
understand il is baving a large and lncreasing sale,
and have little doubt that when better known it wili
take its place as a welcome member of many of the
households of Canada.

This machine is mannfactured at Gaelph by Yr.
Charles Raymond, the inventor, and soit at $12. It
i aise for sale by Mr A. Christie, local agent, King
Street, Toronto, and by Mr. John Hewlett, travelling
agent, Gerrard Street, Toronto. F&rthèr Information
may be Lad on application cither to tho'miaa1Nturer
or iugents.
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