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topic, against Origin, Ambrosiuy, Hilary,
Lactantius, Jerome, Lombard, Aquinas,
Haimo, Alcuin, and Estius; and all these
against Chrysostom, Theodoret, Theophylact,
Sedulius, and Aunselm, Saint cucountersf
saint, and comwmentator attacks commen- |
tator: and all these, formed in a deep
phalanx, explode from Paul's words the |
modern fabrication of Purgatory.

The searching fire, mentioned by the
Apostle, 1s nat purgatorinn, but probatory.
Tts effect is not to purify but to try. The
trial is'not of persons, but of works. The |
persons, in this ordeal, shall be saved; while |
the works, if wuod, hay, or stubble, shall be |
consumed. The Popish Purgatory, on the
contrary, is not for prabation, bat expiation,
and tries, not the action, but the agent, not i
the work, but the worker.,

The scriptural langunge, in this case, is
metaphorical. The foundation and the su-
perstructure, consisting of gold, silver, and
precious stones, or of wood, hay, and stubble,
as well as the scrutinizing flame, all these
are not literal, but figurative. The phrase, |
¢so as,’ it is plain, denotes a comparison,
The salvation, which is accomplished so as
by fire, is one which, as critics have shown
from similar language in sacred and profane
authors, is effected with difficulty. Aumos,
the Hebrew prophet, represents the Jewish
nation, who were rescued from imminent
danger, ¢ as a fire-brand, .plucked out of the
burning.” Zachariah, another Jewish seer,
in the same spirit and in simila: style, char-
acterizes a person, who was delivered from
impending destruction, as a brand, snatched
* aut of the fire.” Diction of a similar kind,
Calmet, Wetstein, and other critics have
shown, has been used by Livy, Cicero, and
Cyprian, for denoting great severity, hazard,
and difficulty. Paul, in like manner, de-
signed to tell us, that he who should blend
vain, curious, and useless speculations with
the truths of the gospel; but should rest,
nevertheless, in the main, on the ouly basis,
would, in the end, be saved: but with the
difficulty of-a person who should escape with
the possession of his life, but with the Joss of
his property, from an overwhelming confla-
gration : or, according to Estius, like the

_treated with great prudence.

merchant, who should gain the shore with
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the destruction of his gouds, but the preser-
vation of his life, from the tempest of the

.

sen.

PUBLICATIONS OF THE AMERICAN TRAGT
SOCIETY e
Raoks for the Poung. Vol. 1.

Sixteen small books bound in one
volume. Each book has a well executed
Frontispiece.  The narratives are ex-
cellently adapted to the youthful miad.

The Colporteur and Roman Catholic.
The Colporteur and Aged Man.
The Colportcur-and Fanmer.

The dialogue-form is adopted in these
publications. The Colporteur converses
with the Roman Catholic on the Bible
and Popery; with the Aged Man on
the New Birth; and with the Farmer
on Temperance :—in each case, reason-
ing and exhorting, in a truly Christian
spirit, and with much force.

North British Review, May, 1848. New
York: LeoNaRrD, ScorT & Co.
A very interesting number. It «con-

tains :—1. The French Revolution of
1848 :—evidently written by an eye-
witness. 2. Tennyson’s Poems-~The
Princess. 8. Two Summers in Norway:
—a very entertaining article. 4. Sab-
bath Obscrvance :—an earnest argu-
ment on a subject which requires to be
5. Mrs.
Scmerville’s  Physical Geography :—
an elaborate disquisition, highly interest-
ing and instructive. 6. Iorster’s Life
of Goldsmith :—rather dvy, and yet
amusing 7. Recent Irench Social
Philosophy—Organisation of Labour :—
containing valuable information respecet-
ing the Communists. 8. Life and La-
bours of Mrs. Fry. 9. The Budget of
1848—Financial Reform :—a gloomy
discussion of a subject which is just now
involved in obscurity. It is a truth-
telling article—and that makes it
glocmy. -

We have great pleasure in recom-
mending our veaders to patronise this
undertaking., The North Britisk Re-
view is conducted with great skill, and
its general religious principles can be
depended on, That is saying.much in
these days.



