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Badly Amuck.

The Halifax Colliery Guardian and Critic,
in its issue for May 18th, contains a remarkable

article on the “deposition and treatment of

gold-bearing ores”; remarkable for the intense
ignorance of the writer thus displayed to public
view and comment.

It is of course welt known that the phenomenay
genius who edits that paper knows absolutely
nothing about the precious metal ; but he should
know (andifl he does’nt it it is herewith pointed out
to him) that the gentlemen representing the gold
industry in Nova Scotia, cannot gossibly be ex-
pected to swallow such mental pabulum as the
article referred to widhout intense intellectual
nausea.

‘The amount of chemical, geological and met-
allurgical knowledge stored in the brain of the
writer of this contribution to the Critic is
almost c¢qual to that shown by Mr. Mark
Anthony in some of his most valuable geological
contnibutions to the same paper, and we propose
to treat our readers to some of the choicest
morsels.

This encyclopaedic writer tells us 1 the first
place what the *bottom fact now knuwn about
gold™ 15, and it is this: that all “original iron
pyrites of small gram texture™ contains more
or less gold.  We can with difticulty appreciate
the immense sausfaction and relief of all metal
lurgists and gold mune operaturs at learimng at
last the real “bottom fact” about this metal
of “lordly appearance.” As to the value of
this **bottom fact we prefer to leave then,
to judge. Then, after a dozen lines of searching
anmalysis of the disputed point as to whether
gold in pyrites 15 in chemical or mechanical
combination, the author discomposes the guiet-
ude following the announcement of lus * bottom
fact” by telling us that gold is not only in
pynites, but 1s *also i the crystalline ot quartz
and composte vewns formed duning the dis-
location and uphicavzd ot rocks.

We have before this calted the Crafies auen-

sented to us the alternative of “crystalline”
vems and “¢ -artz and composite ” veins, We
frankly bhave to admut that now we nced a
glossary—we are m water oo deep fur wading
and we cant swim, The authorative way in
which the whole phenomena and causes of vein
formation are grouped into the delightfully
simple and intelligent clause *the dislocation
and upheaval of rocks " leaves us speechless,

‘The following paragraph deserves to be re-
produced entire :—

**Quartz that looks like coarse-graned white sugat 1s &
a gowd sign. but cleat ruch <rystal yuartz, ur quantz with
a glassy vitreous fustre, with nu grains in its testure, never
holds gold. The granular quartz in veins, badly stained
with iton rust, and full of little sharp-cornered cetls with
sron dust 10 them, is the best prospect, and whea this
quartz 1s 1t sireahs o sheets standing on edge, and inter
calated between  sheets of ad sorts of yellnw and
browen smincrals, and some sulpkides of iron and
copper, all filling up a ven which has masses of brown
spongy sson ute or "gussan seattered over the surface
ar ats vutcrop, then the prospect vequires immediate
atiention.”

“Sheets of all sorts of yellow and brown
winerals ”  like  millerite, sulphur orpiment,
mimetite and swrllemite to say notning of gold,
topaz and yellow diamonds would, we are very
ready to admit, require the most *immediate
attention” possible to give it.

‘fhe writer then proceeds to tell us of the
“original home of the gold,” and points out
how *“cemfortably things go on” unul the zone
of unoxidised ore is encountered, and that
when the sulphides are *“hard, and hght, and
sharp cornered, 1t 15 more than tme for the
mining engineer to cease.”

This great truth about the *sharp corners”
had hitherto escaped our attention ; we strongly
urge our gold mung readers to look sharply

graph, advocating the use of]dry crushing and
amalgamating, luoks suspic iously like the veited
advertisement of some of the new patent dry
prucesses, like the Walker Carter,  which are
now trying to force their Jlaims upon public
notice,

———

Tke Heavy Metal Trade under the
New Tariff.

Since the last issue of the REview the tariff
has undergone some changes in committee, hut
without altering in any matcrial degree the prin
ciple of the new rates of duty which were first
announced.

The rate on pig iron, etc., has been confirmed,
and .~ connection with this manufacture in
Canada, 1t s satisfactory to note that the opinion
of members on both sides of the House was
favorable to its continued encouragement. The
action of the Ontario Governmentalso in its bid
for the production of pig iron in that Province
appears to have met with general approval, and
shows that, apart from politics, Canadians are
now realizing that the manufacture of iron is one
of the natural industries of this country.

As was to be expected, the increase of the
duty on wrought scrap created a good deal of
discussion, but it was shown that the rolling of
foreign scrap into a quality of bar iron, which
was certainly inferior to imported material, was
clearly an anomaly in the iron trade. The price
of bars has not changed since the duty on bar
iron was lowered, showing that internal competi-
tion had been sufficient to keep figures a good
deal below the cost of imported iron. Indeed
it is difficult to see very much money in the

ture of bar iron at present prices, but

after “sharp corners,” to be itting in their
2ention to these comers, and at the first
sympton of “sharpness™ call in a mining en-
gineer immediately,

We must admit -too that our knowledge of
lithology, hitherto complacently believed to be
rather good, 1s really trmaal and elementasy.
For we are told that sometimes *slate beds are
filled with small grains of quartz * * * this
slate being simply an old bed of sand, mud, etc.”

Shades of Bischoff and Sterry Hunt! How
ignorant we mortals be.  Listen ye ignoramuses
and learn of “another obscure point in the
history of gold "

Another obscure point in the history of gold 1 that in
the guasiz veins, free from sulphius, the gull is sumetames
found in grains, ruggets, dieets or strings, Jooking 1s
though it had been melted, leading to the conclusion that
these guarts veins have been rediweed by feat from very
SHyens suiphade vems, ot thay the quaniz has come up
from below in a melted state, and after passing Jerougs |
stelphides and dyiving off the sulplar has brought the gold
up with i£. Somcthing of this kind is indicated by the
fact that aunferous quartz contams no water of crystal-
inavon, differing i dis tespect frum the enystalling
‘adicties With shining swifaces or transparem  bodics.
Free gold quartz veins, when washed down, yicld
geavel diggings contaning coarser wash gold than gravels
sterned srom suiplide vens,

the mills are now getting some excellent scrap
from the United States at very low figures, and
this, with increased economy in .sanufacture,’
and the prospect of using at an early date
puddied bars made from Canadian iron will
certainly enable them to compete more satis-
factorily with imported jron, and there is no
doubt they will come out all right

The items of wire and wire nails have been
adjusted to the satisfaction of the manufacturers
In the case of wire, gauges 11 to 14 inclusive,
had been reduced to 157, as these are the
gauges used in the manufacture of wire nails,
the duty on which had been reduced consider-
«bly.  On the other hand, it was cvident that
this was an injustice to the wire drawers, as the
great bulk of their product is used in the manu
facture of wire mails, and they have certainly not
taken advantage of the diffurence in duty over
imported wire. It has been scttled by these
gauges of wire being rated at 2577, as on the
other sices, and the duty un wire nails increased
to one cent per pound, which is 2 reduction of
one-half cent per pound on the rate under the
old tarifl. A good deal has been said on the

It would have been very pleasant if the author
of this remarhable cuntnbution had sig md his

tion to 1t bad punctuation, and it may be duc to by the Jdusing paragiaph might nover have
defective punctuation that we here have pre- | anisen. The faw is, that the concluding para-

name 10 i, for then the suspicion cnbs...u\.u.n.. ' have Leen sclling at a Lasis price of under $1

subject of the low prices fur wire nails in the
United States, and there is nu doubt that these

per keg, but the American basis is a 67 nail,

with an otra of 30 cents per heg on 37, which



