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Verse 28.— «Ind he was there with the Lord forty
days and forty nights: neither did he ect bread, nor
drink water, §c.—In numberless instances ‘does
scripture shew that the most eminent servants of]|
God observed fasting, as a penitential act highly
pleasing to him. Even the forty days fast of Lent,
which the Catholic Church observes, is here sanc-
tioned by the example of Moses ; as aflerwards by
that of Elias. 3Kings, 19, 8. by that of the Nine
vites ; and finally by that of our Saviour himself.

Verse 33.—He put a veil upon his face.—The
glory of Moses was veiled: that is, the spiritual
beauty of his allusive institute was hidden under the
veil of his external ccremonies and observances—
which veil in the Saviour’s institute.was withdrawn.

Chapter 36, verse 3.—Here the giits of the peo-
ble towards the construction of the tabernacle, are
shewn to be votive offerings acceptable to God.
And where does scripture shew that they are less so
now, than formerly ?

__The details in the four remaining chapters of
Exodus, have been already remarked upon.

LEVITICUS.

‘We have anticipated in a great measure, in our
foregoing remarks, the observations to be made on
the various sacrifices prescribed in this book. Some
further particulars however remain to be noticed
toncerning them : for instance,

Chapter 1.—Verse 4.—The sacrificing priest
lays his hand upon the head of the victim to be im-
molated : cla‘iminiit as God’s acceptable and ac-
vepted property ; hence the ceremony of laying on
bands by the Bishops on those to be ordained, and
consecrated ; and separated from the rest of man-
kind for the service of God in his sanctuary.

Chapter 2. Verse 1.—We finl the unbloody
oblation, which always follows the bloody one,
stiled also @ sacrifice ; and verse 3, the remnant of
that sacrifice, reserved for Aaron and lis sons to
cat, is denominated, the Holy of Holies of the of-
ferings of the Lord. And why? Evidently be-
cause this represented the real IHoly of Holies in
the ‘blessed sacrement. Such oblation was always
without leaven and tempered with oil ; the meaning
which has been given: sometimes divided into
little pieces,verse 6, put inio the hands af the
Priest, to be offered up by kim : part of it burnt up-
on the Altar; and, Jt){a;’t of it eaten by Aaron and
i sons, Holy of Holies of the offerings of the
Lord.—Verse 10—All this is descriptive of the
Bucharistic sacrifice ; the holiest of holy offerings
to the Lord.

Verse 11.—No honey is to be burnt in this sacri-
fice. No earthly sweet is to be mixed up with
this purest of oblations : nothing to flatter the sen-
Sual appetite.

Verse 13.— AUl oblations must be seasoned with
Salt ;—the salt of the covenant of thy God. True
“sdom, which consists in the fear and love of
‘?Od, is that salt, which preserves from the corrup-
1on of sin. - B

Yerse 14.— The gift to the Lord of the first fruits
%the corn ; the ears being yet green; must be

L at thefire, and broken small into meal,—
Pouring oit wpon it amfiﬂ'ankin’cence 5 because it is
ke oblation Q/P the Lord. He will not accept of
ur oblation, unless it be ripened at the fire of
Charity ; broken small, by humility and morlifica-
"on ; and offered up to him with holiness of life
ud fervent prayer ; represented by the oil and
“Tankincence. » '
_lhechapter 4~-Verse 6.-~The scren sprinklings of
% blood of the victim, denofe the scven modes of
i PYing towards the atonement for siu, the precious
;" ood of ur divine victim : or the seven sacre-
Bents, .
wipyrse 12.~-The remains of the victim, burnt
mﬁ""“‘ the camp upon a pile of wood ; represent

viour’s humanity, alreéady consumed for us
ction, within the'camp, (or Jerusalem) drag-
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ged forth and finally exccuted on the wood of the

cross. : : : .

Yerse 13.—To be ignorant of what we are
bound to know, is sinful; and for such' culpable
ignorance expiatory sacrifices were ordained,

Chapter 5—Verse 5— Let him do pennance for his
sin. Q’Ve sce here penuance enjoined for sin : the
nature of which sin must have been confessed to
the priest, before the particular sacrifice couid be
offered up, which had been enjoined for the expla-
tion of his particular transgression.

Chapter 6—Verse 12-—The perpetual fire, to be
fed by the priest, was the emblem ofdivine charity,

fito be constantly kept alive by the instructions, ex-

hortations and edifying example of the clergy.

Chapter 7,—verse 12.—T'he sacrifice of peace-
offerings, and the oblation for thanksgiving, as in
name, so were they also in substance, typical of the
Saviour’s sacrifice of peaceoffering, and Bucharis-
tic or thanksgiving ob{;tion 3 Loaves without leaven
tempered with oil : unleavened wafers anointed with
oil; fine flour fried, and cakes tempered and anoint-
ed with oil, &c. All figurative of the living bread
‘g’ro}?z Heaven, which he gave his followers to eat.

ohn 6.

Verse 20.—If any one that is defiled shall eat of|
the flesh of the sacrifice of peace-offerings, which is
o_;fered tothe Lord ; he shall be cut off from his peo-
ple. The extreme rigour of this sentence shews
to what a dreadful condemmation those are exposed,
who venture in the defiled and loathsome state of
rortal sin, to eat of the flesh of the Divine prefi-
gured victim: He who eateth or drinketh unwor-
thily, says St. Paul, eateth and drinketh judgment
to kimself ; not discerning the Lord’s body.—1 Cor.
xi. 29, n

Chapter 8. v. 83. And you shall not go out of the door
of the Tabernacle for seven days,until the day, wherein

the time of your consecration shall be expired : for in seven

days the consecration is finished.—In this is found an allu-
sion to the continuance of our High Priest Jesus
Christ in the Zabernacle; 1hat is, with his Chureb,
during.the mystical weck of seven days, uutil the
time of consecration is finished : that is, till accord-
ing™o his promise, the end of the world. .

Chapter. 10. v. 1. Nadab and Abiu sons of Au-
ron for o{eriwg before the Lord incence and stran-
ge fire, which was not commanded them, are struck
dead: for a fire coming out from the Lord destroyed
them 5 and they died before the Eord. v.2. From
this appears the anger of God against those, who
presume, uncommissioned by him, to perform
the priestly functions : worshipping him in their
own whimsical way: burning incence before
him with ushallowed fire : that is, offering u
to him their supplications from hearts not enkind-
led with his charity. Forno fire is holy’ but wha.
burns upon his altar : no charity is real, uncon-
nected with his church. Every breach of union
 with her is a breach of that charity which the Sa-
viour so earnestly recommended to his followers.
Chapter 11. v. 3. Whatsoever Lath the hoof divided, and
ehe the cud, #he beasts, you shall eat.

The prohibition to eat 0fso many beasts, birds and
fishes, as unclean ; though enacted apparentlyin 8
teinporal sense, to preyvent the community feom
feeding on creatures, for the most part unholesome:
had init, like all the other cerémonial ordinances
ofthe old law, 2 mystical and spiritual meaning.—
Every beast having the hoof divided; and chewing
the cud, was acceunted clean ; and of such the
people were allowed to cat.  Such animals are ac-
counted tlean, & eaten every where at the present
day. 'Fhey were * the only aniials a]loweg to be
offered up in sacrifice to Ged 5 as representative of!
the great atoning victin, Jesus Christ, in this
sense, that tliey’ svere like him, innocent, dumb,
and uncomplaining y under the very hands of their
slayers+ not of :hie predatory or voracious kind ;
such a8, armed with f2ngs aud claws are wont to

bite and‘tear, whosc flesh also was wholesome

fto cat, like that of Lim who said : my Jlesh is meat
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sndeed. John 6. 56.—They were ruminating an-
imals, representative in the spiritual sense, of those
who, by meditation, ruminate on the food of the
soul, the word of God. For, not by dread alone
does man live ; but by every word that procedeth

| from the mouth of God. Matt. 4. 4. Such were

clean animals in the mystical sense : and he the
word_itself'incarnate, was purity. itsclf. ;

. Certain beasts thatchewed the cud, but divided
not the hoof are declared also unclean ; as the che-
rogillus ; probably the rabbit, hedge hog, or, as
Saint Yerome, supposes, another kind of animal,
common in Palestine, living in the holes of rocks ;
or in the earth. But aﬁ these had claws: and
were not of the inoffensive kind. Thosefalso, whose:
hoof was cloven, but who chewed not the cud,

'suchas the swine, were accounted unclean : for it

suffices not that they be without claws, or inoffens-
ive : they must also be ruminative, in the sense
ex&}!aix)qd above.

he fishes with scales and fins are accounted
clean ; those without them unclean. The fins
enable the fishes torise from the bottom : where
those without them must erawlin the mud and
slime: The scales also detend them from injury
and captamination. The fins therefore represent
the soaring faculty, or meditative quality of thosc
who raise themselves in spirit above the earth ;and
soar in contemplation, towards their God ;while
their scales, their spiritual armour, preserve then,
free from all earthly ordure all others are to be ac-
counted an ahomination. &c.

Of the birds ; alt birds of prey ; the ostrich, a bird
ofa voracious appetite ; and, which abandonsits
young ; with the ravenous birds of night, the owi
Se. those having four feet, like the bat,and various
others, fbr the most obvious reasons, are pronouneed
unclean. All communication with such beasts,
fishes and birds, isto be avoided : indicating- that
we are carefully to avoid all intimacy with the im-
pure and the wicked. :

Verse 41.—.411 that creepeth upon the earth shall
be abominable : that is, all the low, gro\'elling and
worldly minded part of our species : all habitual
sinners, who live and wallow in guilt, as in their
native clement.

Chapter 12, verse 8.~--Here we cannot sufficient-
IK admire the abjection of the Filial Deity ; who,
though the Lord of all, in order to cure our pride,
and wean our affections from eartbly enjoyments,
chose fo be born amongst us, ot parents so -poor,
that his Virgin Mother could not afford to offer up
a lamb, as prescribed, at her purification; but, pro -
fiting of the legal indulgence granted to the indigont
she-offered on the occasion only a pair of turtle
deves and two pigeons.—Luke ii. 24. Without
however appearing to offer. so much as otbers ; she
offered infinite}y more than sl had ever done. For
she cffered, not the figurative lamb; but the long
rrefigured lamb himself. Thuswas Mary enabled
to present to (Rod & more than adequate atonement
for Eve’s offence : and man, from the woman, whose
gift had proved-his hane, received the promised
pledge of never ending bliss. The turtle doves and
pigeons, preseuted by Mary, were but. emblems ¢l
the spiritual favours te be conferred upon us by
bim, whom she came to.offer up; namely pecce (v
man, and a perfect reconcilintion with hia Maker ;
the sign of which was brought by the dove to Noah;
and in him, to the whole of the human race ;.

- Charity, the gift of the Holy Ghost, the spirit ot

peace and love ; who descended in the shape of g
dove on our Saviour, the Prince of Peace, in the
Jevdan. ) ‘

To Be conliyugde



