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Because the priests, the religious teachers and guides of the
people, were also guilty of this faithless ingratitude and dis-
obedience, made it the more heinous and inexcusable in Godý's
sigyht. ThoSe who stood as watchmen and shepherds of the
people, not only neglected their duty, but went, with the multi-
tude to do evil; therefore, their prayers were not accepted,
and the threateningr is pronounced, that if they do not hearken
to the divine commandment to reform, fie would curse their
blessings. It is suggestive that in the prophetie announce-
ments of the great reforms. to be wrought by the manifestation
of the Angel of the Covenant, it is said: '«Be shall purify the
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they
shahl offer unto the Lord offerings in righteousness"ý-indicating

tht udmntw~hdbgin at the house of God. This is not
the only place in which. the priests are blamed for the sins of
the people. Jerexniah represents God as saying, "My people
bath been lost, sheep;- their shepherds have caused them to go
astray." In ahi periods of the history of the Church, unfaith-
fulness in doctrine and life, on the part of the ministry, has
been accompanied by a loiv religious s-,ondition of the people.

MIE CHARACTER 0F TRUjE MiNisTERs DESCRIBED.

In strikingr contrast to the faithless and corrupt priests who
had polluted the sacrificial service> and by their false teaching
etcaused many to sturnble in the Iawv,"' there is a characteriza-
tion of the true priest, which presents a beautiful picture of
what the faithful ambassador of God and teacher of the people
should be. Speakzing of a time when the priests and Levites
did what wvas rigtht in is sigrht, it is said:

«'3y covenant ivas ivith him of life and pence; and 1 gave them to him
.for the fenr -. hlerewit he feared nie, axid vvas afraid before mjynanie. The
Iaw of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he
walked with me in pence and equity, and did turn inany airay fromi iniquity.
For the priest's lips s'hould keep knowledge, and thoy should seek the Iaw
at his mouth : fer ho is the niessenger of the Lord of liosts " (ch. ii. 5, 6,7).

Here it is declared that, in the time when the .priests lived ini
the fear of the Lord and faithfuliy deelared his statutes, God
fulfilled fis covenant and grave them "lIife and peace,'>' and
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