
Thte Lo8t Silver of Bi-ift'ault.

" Now you talk sensibly. 1 respect a woman who is mis-
tress of herself. WLat is the use of cryingl when you have a
pair of Lands ? There is at least a living in the old land, and
the garden and dairy and poultry oughtA to be better lookeci
after. But you can do notbing without Ray's authority. Whien
lie returns froin this trip gYet it, then Iwill tell you whiat to do."

Madai-n's co-operacion wvas necessary in order to prevent lier
opposition, and (3assia feit the first successful step to bier pro-
leet had been taken. Unfortunately for Cassia, John w'as not
at homie to advise bier. He hadl entered into some new plan for
preserving fresh beef, and the interests of the coneern took ii
frequently to the guif coast, and not uif requently very far west,
in order to buy cattie for the purpose.

So Cassia passed the days as contentedly as she could with
bier chiildren. From prayer she gathered hope. and they whoe
live in hope breathe the sweet air of futurity. As near as it
wvas po!ssible, she also endeavoured to reach the goal of an
existence in wbich she would speakç much oîtener to God than
to the world ; for shie Lad already apprehended that life's great
secret of peace is to avoid the feverishi contact of mankind.

As for Ray, le was at this tinie very happy. The life upon
which hie hiad entere-d Lad ail the cbarrm of novelty. The sales
were unusually good; hie very nearly realized ail that Dacre
hiad anticipated. And, as Lie was returning with such a large
sumi of nioney, he had an escort froir a cavalry cornpaniv until
lie met a body of " rangers," wbo again rode with hiin until
le reachied the settliments. Ray*s previous ideas of life were
thoroughly unsettled, end le looked back upon the prosaic
business of planting corn and cottori as intolerably stupid and
nlionotonous.

On bis return he was, quite willing to resigyn the care of the
plantation to Cassit and madaîn. He Liad great faich in
ia,daiins abilities ; and le felt thlat hie Liad fully done his duty

Nvhen le iniisted that if any emergency arose Lie should be
nppealed to and allowed to mneet it. But Cassia was deterînined
sncb emergencies should neyer come; she would keep tbe
expenses far below their usual level, and shie wvould refuse
every luxury of food, dress, or appointments wvbich the income
fromn the plantation dicI not warrant. In Diclc Ratcliffc's
rnoney neither herself nor rhiîdren sbiouild have part or portion.

She Liad, bow'ever, q îîn-& a ver', difficuit task The ser-
vant,:, conscious tbo.t Itziy wvas not at home, nor likclv to inter-
fere with tlieni if Le was at home, robbed and w'roiiged lier. Suec
was conipelled, in sheer seif-defence, to be constan tly changring
"lands, and for this very reason grot an ill naine she by no0

means deserved.
As time passed on, she often feit the pinehi of that cruel

pooverty wbich must be borne and concealed. Shie Lad to wonlc
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