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An eleetion in a country.side iifty years ago was confusion itself
and thus wvas it iii Littfe Butbleton. Only Master Catelipole heid
bis oWyn. flis serenity was undisturbed, bis great nature alone
was caîni, -%vhile ail else was turmoil.

ilYou'1l vote for the Ilonourable Reginald Finewater, will you
not, Mister Catehpoie ?" sWeetly asked Squire flardnut.

ciNot if 1f knowvs it," repiie.d Mâaster Catelipole. ilI be flot like
poor Timothy flardiron, an' vSet I be like 'im, Squire. To spakre,
in order, 1 be lke 'lmn because I've a got four good argyxuents
why I should vote, but 1 lie noi like 'lin because my argyments
lie différent to 'is, and leads to a different conclusion. 'Is argy-
ments be, first, a wife an' five children-six argyments in one;
secondly, three parts of the work 'e does cornes fromn Squire liard-
nut; thirdly, 'is 'ouse belongs to the 'Onable Reginald 'issel<Ç;
fourthly, if 'e don't vote for Reginatld 'e'1l bave to, starve-from. ai
which 'e do conclude-as the pason do say-that 'e inust vote for
the 'Onable Reginald, ail' 'e do vote for 'lm accord!ngly/. My
argyments, be-firstly, I got no family but myseif an' the cat;
secondly, my father bein' bornl before me, left me my cot and
half-a-crown a-week; thirdly, I do colible the shoes o' the en-
tire parish, an' thur's a lot on 'cm wunt ax Squire nor Reginald
whetber I lmust cobble 'em; and, fourtbly, that bein' so, I eau
please myseif. Now, Squire, I do rcad the Proverbs o' Solomon,
au' thur 1 do find it sid, c Mien a man can do as lie likes let 'lin
do as 'e ougit.' A gold proverb, that, Squire. That bein' so, 1
votes aqainst 'Onable llegin,-ald, strait and dlur."

And hce did.
Now, the misfortuîîe of Widow Barton was, flot that she had a

vote and gave it wroniy, but th,-at slie bad no vote at ail to give,
for wbeu the Honourable Ilegina-ild found hiniseif shut ont of the
flouse of Couinons because five men, wvbo, had they been sensible,
would have voted, for lim, wvere so foolish as to, vote against him,
and so place him ten votes belowv bis opponent, lie looked about
hlm. One resuit. of which wvas that he addressed bis landed sup-
porters on the sin and folly of allowving widows to live in bouses
wbich wvould give votes to occupiers wvere those occupiers men.
Squire flardnut heard the address with tingling ears, for had hoe
not-political sinner that lie was-allowed tliree widows to live,
in bouses upon bis own estate, thereby contributing the lion's
share to the defeat of the Honourable Reginald ? But lie repented,
and bis repentance wvas. practical. Widow Hardnut received
notice to quit. The Squire took it humself, softened it dowu as ie,
best could, folded baif-a-crown iii the notice paper, and witb mauy
sincere tÈegrets told the sorrowful womau that nothing but ilgrave
reasons of State " w'ould cause hlm, to act thus. Thongli silenced,
Widow, Barton was stili saddened, and uiifolded ber iiewvs, wvitb
many a sud foreboding, to lier son, upon bis returfi home. The
effect upoil bim was bad. Hie iîad had many a chat lately with
old Master Catlichpoie, froin wvlim lie bad hea.rd many things fit
to turn older beads than bis, and here, to give thein point, was a
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