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. esting® If you have to teach a class of Sunday-school ; . ‘The term Zenana is a Ben; iwgrdifrom zen,_awbn\ian,

children or of olderstudents, your instruction must, above
all things else, be interesting.  If you condugt an evan-
gelistic servite, your address must of course be weighty
and wise ; but weight and wisdom will go for nothing,
unless you gre interesting, If you preach to an ordinary
congregation, your-sermon may be sound in-doctrine and
epirit, its lmg ht may be careful and vigorous, it may be
full of instruttion. ; but all willbe lost, if it is not interest-
.ing. . . .Graphic portraiture, vivid touches of imaginative
* -skill; winning appeals to the emotions, are ia far bigher
request than more solid qualities, It is.not only in edu-
cational and religious circies that the demand to be inter-

_ esting is made, Wehear ofitin conneciion with arts-and
. sci , and quite tly find another reference to it
The above is an extract from a magazine published in
London. Is there one woman in any or
man’s missionary societies who cannot “read b the

of the wo-

and an, a place ; a Zenana therefore is the place or room
or housé in which the women of India are secluded. -In-
these Zenznas the women live-from childhood to old age,
or until dedth; If allowed to'visit their relatives they. must
go in a shut up palanquin or bandy, They are never per-
mitted to walkabroad through the streets or fields or gar-
dens and enjoy the beauties of naturé as we are.. They
Just see the four walis of their home and what transpires
within them and in the high walled yards of their dwell-
ings. And these-homes-are not beautiful as curs ate,
with fine pictures and paintings, flncy work and nice fuit-
niture : simply the bare walls, or these hung around with
hideous pictures-of their gods, about which the filthiest
stories are told, and the floors bare or covered with a
coarse mat. . A cot, or mat, rolled up in one corner, a
box or 50 in which clothes or jéwels are kept, a few brass
ils for cooking, or brivging water w t.{:, and some

lines” her own experience, as she plans and prepares les-
sons, topics, ot exercises for her circle or band? Culti-
vated, consecrated women shrink from the responsibility
of such leadership, because they know that many of those
who attend the meetings will not bring with them hearts
and minds in'accord with the themes to be discussed and
the prayers to be offered, but will sit and listen critically
rather sympathetically to the letters which hayve been
written in far-otl, lonely, heathen villages by women who
have exiled themselves from their homes here, to help
make Christian homes possiblethere.  Such persons often
call the reading'of letters a bore, and say that the descrip-
tions of the strarige lands and peoples sound like geogra-
?hy lessons; and they demand something awfully startling,
“to make it interesting.” We question sometimes how
far we should lend our efforts to minister to such asuper-
ficial taste,—how far we should seck to please and enter-
tain those who needdinstmctior:d Can we do better than
to agtemipt the remedy suggested by one who experiences
ouf jﬁculéS’,igf diiother department ? pert
Prof, Seelyé says : “1 am ofien told by those who, like
mgé'lf, study the question bow history should be lnu‘ght,
“ Oh I'you must before all things make it interesting.” 1
agrée with them in a.certain sense, but 1 give a different
meaning to the word j ing.” By interesting, they
mean romantic, poetical, surprising. I do not try to make
history interesting in this sense, because it cannot be done
without'adultesating history and mixing it with falsebood.
That is interesting in the proper sense which affects our
intérests, which closely concerns us, and is deeply im-
portant (o us. The history of modern England from the
ginning of the eighteenth century is interesting in this
sense, because of the great results which will affect our
own lives and those of cur children, and the future t-
ness of our country. Make history interesting, indeed |

When 1 meet one who does not find history intetesting,
it does not occur to me to alter bistory. r¥ try to alter
him."— Helping Hand.

——

Zenana Work.
{An address by Mrs. Churchill at the London Meeting.)

My DEAR SISTERS,—Ever since 1 received the kind
pressing invitation of your President to be present and
speak at your Convention, my time bas been completely
occugied in visiting societies, and attending mission:
meetings, 50 that 1 have to come before you to-day wit
only a few thoughts on Zenana work, jotted down as I
travelled in the cars, and which I have scarcely bad time
even to copy.

brass plates, complete the furniture of their apartments. |
In many instances these rooms are very dark. 1 recall to
mind one that I visited in Bobbili, a large room with no
window in it, and only one door opening from the back
verandab, C’omlng in from the bngbt ;unliﬁht without,
it was some time before you could distinguis nnythinﬁ.
Here the motber and daughters, the former a very sad-
faced woman, and the latter a very pretty girl, epent their -
days and nigfm, except when out in the little cook house
in the back yard the mud walls of which were so high
that no one could see: over them, prepaﬁni the food for .
husband and brothers, waiting on them while they ate,
and taking for themselves what was left dfter these
“lords of creation” were served. In some of these
houses that I have visited they had one room nicely fitted
up with English furniture, but this was not for the use of
the women. If the husband invited or permitted an Eng-
lish lady to call, he would show her into this room, and
then allow his women, all decked in their jewels, to come
in to be seen ; but they might not sit down in his pres-
ence, and in some castes the wife must not be seen in the
Eresence of her husband, or other males. Often when I
ave been talking to the Yellama women, sitting down

on their-verandah with them, all at once there would be a
rush into the house, and Ioo’dng up to enquire what this
meant, | would see the husband just entering the yard.

The rooms the men use are generally larger, lighter,
and brighter than those o¢¢upied by the womien,

But—do all the women of India live in these Zenanas?
Not by any means, the lower caste and pariak women,
for the most part, go out as freely as we do, but if a man
of the lower caste has a cghood salary, a good position
under goverament, or is rich, he will shut up the women
of his household ; as it is considered more respectable
than to allow them to go out freely. Some castes always
shut them up, such as the Vellama caste, a division of
the Soudra. We have many of these in Bobbili, our ,
Rajab belongs to this caste ; and among these women
| have visited a great deal. They are allowed more free-.
dom than some others. - g

The Rajah or warrior caste, the next to the Brahmins,
always shut up their women, and in some parts of Indla
the Brahmin women are shut upin their zenavas. In our
part of the ‘country they seem to have more freedom,
often walhn&ni]n the streets ; but always accompanied by
an old other to watch over the youngones. Then
the Mahommedans' always seclude their women, and it
was from circumstances connected with their conquest of
the country, that the better classes of Hindoos were in-
duced also to shut up their women.in the zenanas.

How do the genana women employ their time? In



