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showing riange from to over 50 per cent., and
in a4 few cases even higher. In Elgin county
huds are not showimr to the same advantage.
Estimates of the percentage range as low as 5
to 154 per cent.. although the hardy varicties are
said to be budding freely.

The percentage of buds on trees in Welland
county ranges from 10 to 13 per cent.. and 15 to
90 per cent. in Lincoln, depending largely on
the location of the orcharvds. The majority of
the corresponsdents replied that there will at
least be a moderate ¢rop on thrifty trees. In
IWentworth county the conditions are much the
same, most replies indicating that  sufficient
buds are showing to insure p crop of mast of
the varieties.

NXOT AMAXNY NEW ORCHARDS.

I reply to the question. “ To what exts ntare
new orchards being planted” the majority of
replies indicate that few or no new trees are
being set out. although isolited repor‘s show
lacal activity in thig line. In the vicinity of
Raleigh, Kent county. it is stated that the num-
ber of orchards being planted is the Jargest in
years., while near St George, in Brant county.
Inrge orchards are being set out. numbering in
all atout 5000 trees. In Lincoln and Welland
counties not =o many trees are being planted
as Ilast yvear. although quite a few growers are
=il to be filling in wurs in their orchards. Re-
viewing the situation as a whale it seemx that
the area in bearing jreach trees this yvear will
be quite 2 little less than {wo years age.  In
annther month it will be possible to obtain 2
protty accurate idea of the fruit prospeets in nl
the countics.

Strawberry Crop Will Be Light

The 1904 strawbherry crop in Ontario will vat
Le a very heavy one. as plantations in naay oY
the leading countiecs have bren bhadly desiroyed
by the severe winier. The southerrp countics
have suffered the mast.  In tie section border-
iny Lake Erir and in the Niagara peninsula the
vield will not likely bie more than 10 {0 50 per
rent. of an average crop.

In the northern eounties prospects are more
encouraging.  Where the snow fall was heavy
and where the snow remained until Inte in th~
season, bheds appear (o have wintered airiy welll
although some reporis  indicate  that  wheve
sirawberries were mulched hieavily the heavy
fall of snow had the effert of smothering them.
Beds that were at all expossmi. unless they were
mulehed heavily., have bheen almast completely
ruined. Same growers have plewed under as
many as 235 to 30 aeres of their strawborries,

The mast severe loss seems (o have taken
place In Welland and Lineoln counties.  Tsti-
wates of the loss rmage from 30 (o 90 per cont.
of the average erop, although in a few cases
heds have done nicely. A gond crop may ke ax-
perted in Bruce, Durhun. Hastings, Grey and
T.incoln counties and in the rastern sertions of
the pravince. and fair to gand erops in Huran
~nt Ontario counties. while in Brant. Tambion
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and Northumberland counties the yiell .
problematical. as in some sections, beds hav.

sufferesl severely. while in others they lhav
come through in goeod condition. In Essex.
Kent. Elgin., Wentworth. Halton. Lennox anl

Norfolk counties correspondents state the pro-.-
pects are fair to bad, On the  whole  ther
seems nn doubt but that the c¢rop of strawbe:.
ries this year will be quite a little lighter theo
usual. .

Light Yield of Plums Probable

Plum grow~rs this sease* are not likely to
finid it as difficult to dispose of their crop s
Iast year, owing te the fact that trees have aj.-

arently come through the winter in rather
poor condition. Reports  received hy  The

Horticulturist from the Jeading plum produecin:g
sections show that many {rees have been qutt..
baaly injured.  In same cases growers are pull-
ing up their plum orchards, having hecome dis.
cournged as a result of their inability to -3
pose of their last Year= crop at satisfact-ov
prives. Insect pests have also tended tow.ls
a decreage in the plum arreage.

In Huron and Bruce countiss the crop is re-
ported {0 be fair to xooil: conditions in Simeap
countv arce much thie same. while in Lamhi.n
county prospects are said te be  promising.
Along Lake Erie trees in Norfolk and Limenln
coantirs are Jaing well. while in Esgex -}
Kent counties only 21 fair crop is expected,  In
Wentworth, Halten., York., Ontario, Durbem,
astings., Frontenazie and Grenville countics the
vield will be light: in Virtoria. Pelerboro, Tov-
nox, Leeds. Elgin and Oxford counties a -0
crop is lnoked for,

Good Prospects for Pear Crop

Praspeets far the pear crap this yYear awve v
wisingg in sl the chief produsing sections, oot
of several hundred grawers heard from by Ths
Horticulturist the replies  indicate that le-ze
erope may be expecied in Essex. Went, Norf <R,
Wellani. Lineoln. Wentwarth., Yoark., Onteny
and Rrant countiecs. and fair v good crogs in
Lambtan, Huron, Rruee, Simeae and Halte,

In Noarthumberland, Durbam and Elgin "™
prospects are not quite as hright. altiouzi a
oo crap is genarally anticipated. Grac. s
in Victnrin, Peterbora. Tennex. Ilastings =
the more c¢isterly eaanties anticipate 0 1ok
vieid,  On the whaols the pear trees apres:
have wintersd in gond condition and fo . v
woad promise of a very satisfactory yield.

Yo s

Cherry Crop Conditions

Both the sweet and the sour cherry trees - w4
jromise of a tull fruit yield in mnst of the - -
dueing sectinns.  In Essex. Kent, Wellanl =i
Wentworth sweet cherry trees are report.: 14
he it oxeellent sondition, while in Lincaln, -x-
for.. Lambton. Huron, Grey, Simene, He - 0.
Ontario and Durham a fair erop is inokest - ™
ward {a.



