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ninds from the blackboard exorcises of the teacher. If thoso are
unworthy of imitation, it takos nore tine to effice th confinnied
impression, than to make a correct une if none wore fixed by .the
inexorable force of habit. Precisely luere is vhere the trouble
beginîs, and it'is narvellous how very bad the blackboard writing of
teachers throughout OntarLio as becone. Could ve place samnples
of it on exhibition, they would rebuke inucl of the boasting we
hear about the training of teachers. " What is worth doing is
worth doing well," answers well enough the objections iado te
giving writing more promninenco at the exaininations for teachers'
coutificates. It cannot be too strongly inpressed that neatness and
excelloice should he the ain of every inistructor. A dinnter pre-
pared vithl the sane ca're copy books are written, or teachers' work
for pupils put on the board, would-to use a vulgar term- be a
sorry mess. While thus placing the blane on the teacher, we admit
lie is led to believe by his examuinations that writing is of little ac-
count. Further, we nay palliate the charge by saying the high
schools give little heed to writing-in fact, nany pupils leave the
Iigli sehools worse writers than when they entured thei. rithe
county model schools have not tinte, were they able and willing, te
make good writers. The normual schools do net attemnpt in a skil-
fui and mlethodical mnanner to send out teachers, in this depart-
ment, creditable to, then and the pi ovince. Thus far, we have not.
heard of the exainers askin a stident to give a lesson in writing
during the final examninationi. Strange to say, ciemistry, a subject
net taught in one school out of a hundred, is e.oalted to almnost, if
not, a ' plucking " subject, while writing, whieh is supposed te be
taught in every school, seens unnoticed. 'Tie teachers would be
exceptions, were they to resist such influences and becone exanpiles
worthy of imitation, whien by a long com.se of training they were
led te infer writing was of little value, and aliost beieatl the
notice of a person claiming mental power.

Te find fault is unpleasant, though necessatry in the interests of
the profession and the schools. Besides finding fault, wve think
the me:ns of reinoving it are apparent, and, fron what has been
said, must have suggested themsclves to the reader. W'e miuist
have teachers triained to believe writing is iot an unimîport.t sub-
ject, but, on the other iand, of great vaiue in the concerns of life,
anmd, certainly, a leading one in the cultivation of the idea of beauty
and grace in form. They should not only believe, but know, that
neat and logical answers indicate the nieasure of the culture their
pupils are eceiving ; if good, it vill be available in work of any
'other kind, whether mental or physical. To this cnd, ail black-
board exorcises should, in every sense of tie word, be mîodels. For
the teacher te be able to do and nut te do is fatal te lte children's
progress ; hence, he who can write well and does net do it, inflicts
a lasting injury oit the junior classes. To secure teachers, let writ-
ing be placed on an equality with arithmctic for examinational pur-
poses, then will it receive attention in ail the schools. In fact, it
is doubtful if writing should not bc nade a test at the threshold of

ic teaching profession, for we are of the opinion few who reso-
lutely apply thenselves for a few mîonths would fail in attaining
success.

There should aise c soine standard adopted, so that instruction
iiight be symmetrical in ail the schools. Wlat is more perplexing
tu a child than N ith every change of teacher a change in the fera-
ation of letters ? Towards this standard or model ail teachers could
direct their efforts; then, as in other subjects, children would bu at
hone with any teacher ini the province. of course, the originality
bug-a-boo will ncet us in this advocacy, but it applies with as nuch
effect to reading, singing, drill, and other subjects, as to writing.
The advantages of ail teachers pursuing the same method are au
obvious that they need net bo scriously discussod. The supposition

is common that placing a good hoad-line before the pupil and hav-
ing himt practise copying it will i timne make a good writer. Ex-
perience sh'ows the contrary to be netrer the truth. Thue head-linu
seceins far beyond the pupil's reach, especially when ti teacher's
writing is inich inferior to it. As for practice, it frequently oce.urs
that pupils get worse instead of better. There mnust bu effort or
inprovenemnt will not follow. The last hne of the copy being gen-
erally worse than the first teaches the important lesson dit practiceu
will as likely mako a bad writer as a good ve. We have knownà
schools in which every erroi was detected and discussed with board
illustrations consequently only a few wods vore written at ,onu
lesson yet these schools were noted fo- good *riting. Againt; we
urge that teachors should give mor:ý thouglit t,, this subject, and
that in the lhigh, mîodel, and normal schools specialstress should be
laid oit writing.- J. S. Car.omn, Inspector of Schools, Middlesc.

GLEANINGS FROM ADOLF DIESTER WEG'S WRITINGS.

No book eau take the place of the teacher's spirit ; therefore all
writers oi education require of the teacher that ie use their books
with discermniient, and that lie nake suci judicious modifications as
the peculiar requiirqieints of his school and his pupils domand. In
order to fit the teacher better fer this imprttant duty, I demnatd a
careful preparation for each lessoin, a close attention during the
heurs of inistruction, and ic registering of the oxperience se gained
duriig lte lesson in a book kept for this purpose. In the pursuit
of such a course the teacher will obtain acuteness of intellect whici
will enlable im tu dispose of ail text-books or to write his own
adapted to his designs. That the teacher imay bo able ta follow the
lesson wien given to the class with eager attention, lie niust not
avail iimuself of a tetxt-book duîring the hours of instruction. The
teacher shall not teach fron the book, but froe frot his heart with-
out iiechanical aid. The proper text-book for the pupil is the
thinking-spirit of the teacher, who, by his intimate knowledgo of
the subject taught, wil give to each individual pupil suitable mind-
food-milk to ee, and a Laore solid niourishment te another. To
use a simile, the teacher must understand the culincary science. The
material of which the food is compounded is everywhere the sane,
and is given to lte teacher. But its proper composition, according
to individual appetites and powers of digestion, is the teaucher's of-
fice. No other being can accomplish this for him. A good manual
will give him the necessary indigitations, but these are, at the
best, adaptable to ordinary circumstances only as they everywhere
prevail; they cannot take lte place of one's own meditations, muci
less do they make the latter superfluous.

It denotes a slavish dependen.ce of the tpaci'er when ho muist
have recourse te books during the hour3 of instruction. Ho cannot
bestow his full attention upon the pupils, and a free aud happy de-
velopment of the child cannot be expected ; no, the mind of the
pupil is pressed into the narrow comupass of a strait-jacket when the
teacher confines himself te flue limita of the book. Hence away
with books fron the hands of lte teacher whenever this can be
donc, and away with the teacher who cannot liberate hinself front
this habit.

Teachers of the high schools, iititate the primary teache !
Emancipate yoursolves fron books ! Instuad of looking into the
book, look in the pupils' faces and observe their doinge. It is somtue-
times iardly to bu believed wl at mischievousness pupils perfori
under the very eyes of the teach,. -uring the hours of instruction.
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