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EIICATION IN JAPAN.

The Hon. Tchizo ilattori, Commiiissionier of Japan, wli wias ac-
comipanied by the Hon. Tokichi Takamine, Japanese Conuissioner
to the World's Expo.sition, gave a description of the woiderful
progress educatioi has imade lately in Japan. He stated that Japan
is divided into forty-four kahns, or as %ve call tien states, each of
which lias i ts own governior. At the last census the population wvas
37,041,308. The governnent takes great interest in thre subject of
education, as do also thre peuple. There is a Departnent of Edu-
cation, with a Mnister of Education, who is a cabinet officer. Un.
der him is a vice commissioner and several secretaries. In each of
these kalns or states there is a superintendent.

At firat they tried tie plan of havmng sclool districts composed
of 600 people, but found itvould not work ; but noiw small dis-
tricts are arrangred according to tihe necessities and location of the
population. Owing to the faet that thre fanilies of Japan occupy
the saine place for many centuries, the .chool district is fixed. Thte
plan of selecting school conmittees is peculiar. Eaclicommonwealth
elects nany more Comnitteemen than ara required. Fron these the
governor selects such as lie deemns the best for the illice. Mr. Hattori

.ad that they had tried electing only the number of comnittee
men needed, but they found politics interfered with good men for
managing elucational affairs; so thre above plan was adopted by
the government, whiich argued that out of so many elected there
might be found 801110 good men.

The selceol age is froim six to fourteen years, and education is
compulsory for at least three sessions of sixteen weeks. Private
tuition is permitteil, but such pupils are ex:cnined with the children
of thre public schools, and if they fail to pass after threce trials they
are forced to attend the public schools.

The eiglit years of school-life is divided thus:-Three years in
the lower grade, three years in the interniediate, and two years in
the higher course. Chinese, Japanese, and English, together with
a full course of studies such as are taught in tie best schools of
thtis country, are embraced in theircurriculumn. There are in Japan
lie said, 78 normal schools, 29,254 grannar, intermediate, and high
achools, with an attendance of 3,017,088 pupils. The teachers are
compelled to hold certificates of iumnpttency froîmi the normal
schools or the governor. They are examiined every live or seven

cars to sec if they keep pace with the progress of thle age. Hon.
Hattori renarked that lie did not kinow how it was in this country,
but in Japan sorme people did not like the teachers and looked doivn
upon tiemr. In order te prevent this thre goverennent gave teachers
titles and oflicial position. A teacher is not subject to mihîtary
conscription, nor are certain students of the university, by special
legislation.

The schools are regularly inspected by an oflicer of the education
department, w-hich is productive of good results. The annual
session of the schools lasts thirty-two weeks, and children attend
from tweity-two to thirty hours per wcek. Within thre last two
years thre number of pupils lias increased greatly.

A paper was given by Mrs. Ana B. Ogden,of Washington, D.C.,
who lias charge of thre kindergarten exhibit and school i.. the Gov-
ernuent Building of the Exposition.

Mrs. Ogden gave a very interesting, practical chapter fron lier
*own motherhood life, ihich must bai e convinccd every mother
present that kindergarten work must not bc delayed until thre
child is sent te sciool, for at the age of three months the baby be-

gins te observe, and its mental faculty is capable of being trained•
Mrs. Ogdeni said, fromt observation she considered fron about three
to cight years thre proper ago for thre child to attend thre kir.der-
garten school. After unighlt years thre child is ready for more
serions, though equally pleasant work ; this should bu fonnd ini a
higlier graded, sclool, but cite perncated by thro kindergarten
principlo, wlero are,-

Little hands made busy,
Little feet made usefuil,
Little lips made truthful.

The test of kindergarten is not what tie child has done, but what it
is. Thre training of a child in the kindergarten sliould be scon,
not only in its mental, but in its moral and physical nature. Thte
three-fold nature of the child is to be developed equally in all diree'
tions ; otherwise this systemn is a failure.

The paper of Mrs. Ogden was mnost warmly received by the aud-
ionce. It was beautifully expressed, admirable in spirit, and con-
tained iuch of personal experience in the use of the kindergarten
gifts in the training of lier own children.

KINDERoAnTEN SCHOOLS IN CANADA.

Mr. James L. Hughes, P. S. I., of Toronto, Ont., gave a very
interesting account of the kindergarten schools of lis city. The
pioblemn of thre proper relation of tie kindergarten to the prinary
work has been close and hearty, and a pernanency of thre work lias
been secured. Thre work lias been in operation for two years, and
the results are a success. The priinciples of the kindergarten are
taught in thre Provineial Normal Schooi of Canada at Toronto. A
building is being prepared for a free kindergarten. The kinder-
garten of Berlin, in Ontario, is the only other place in Canada
where the kindergarten is ls yet introluced. Tho organic union
of the publie sehool and kindergarten should be secured by the
modification of thre publie school and its adaptation to the kinder-
garten.

DISCUSSION.

A pleasant discussion followed Mr. Hughes' report, in which
Mr. Sheldon of Boston congratulated thre kindergartners upon
having drifted into a much more appreciative recognition of the
genuine wrurkers in the elcunemenu y pablic schouls tian they hîad ten
years ago.

MIr. Hailmann responded happily, and said the study and con-
prelension of thre child lad united our interests. Mr. Sheldon
said both aides had modified in some degree threir arbitrary
mnethuds, and work in a more enliglhtened, Froebelian spirit.

THE SCHOOLMASTER'S GUESTS.

Er wILL CARLEToN.

The )istrict Selcoolmaster was sitting,
Behind his highi book-laden desk,

Close watehing the motions of scholars,
Pathetic nid gay and grotesque.

As whisper somû half leafless branches,
When Autuiîn's brisk breezes have come, •

His lttle scrub thicket of pupils
Sent upward a ialf smnothered hum.

Like the frequent sharp bang of a wagon
Wlici treading a forest path oer,

Resounded thre heels of the puîpils,
Wlienev-r their feet st uck the floor.

There was little Tomr Tins on the front seat,
Whose face was withstandrg a drouth,

And jolly Jack Gibbs just behind him,
With a rainy new moon for a mouth.


