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is the p-irent of agriculture. It determines, on
a smail scale, the value of the principles on
which an extended cultivation of the soil de-
pends."

In garden vegetables, in fruits, in flowers, in
shrubs, immense progress has been made within
the'past few years, mainly the resuilt of propa-
gating new varieties. lu ail d-partments of
horticulture the exorcise of skill and untiring
perseverance is apparent, and should be an in-
centive to agriculturists to follow in the ame.
path. .

The plrasure, and in exceptional cases the
profi*, to be derived is so considerable that the
propagator of new varieties will generally be
amply rewarded for the timne occupied in cou-
ducting the various operations of selec.ing, sow-
ing, and reaping new kinds of grain. These
farmera who aru anxions to improve the varie-
t'es of grain in euhivation-wheat, oats, or
barley, should adopt the Qane means as sine
so successtully followed out by horticulturists-
hîybridizing, and more especially by smlecting the
best ears, and growing the seed so obtained un-
til sufficient qiantities are secured to seed con-
siderable portions of ]and preparatory to dist
posng of a portion of the seeds raised irom the
selected ears. The improvement of the domestic
animals and birds lias been mainly efflected by
selection, and the sanie prirciples are equally
applicable for the improvements of the various
varieties of the cereals in cultivation. This field
of experiment is open to ail, and the persevering
may enleulate upon success. Where so nuch
can be effiected with even an ordinary aiount
of attention, the experinienter who possesses a
knowledge of the cereals, and aliso of vegetable
physiolory, is certain to reap a good harvest.-
Northi Bnlishr .J1griculturist.

The Michigan State Fair.

The Prairie Farmer of October 4t1 ob
serves:

The 1.4th anuial fair of the Michigan State
Agricu lural Society was leld at Detroit, last
week, and proved a complete success financially,
and presented an array of articles and animais
in thi different departuients that entitle it to a
flair comparison with the most successful ever
held 1)'y tic Society.

The opening day closed with a heavy thunder-
storni, quite flooding the grounîds and dampen-
ing the ardor of the members and exhibitors
somewhat, but the second inorning broke cool
and clear withl promise of fine weather which
held good. Departments filled rapidly and the
people turned out. . . . f .

The attendance was very large Wednesday a
Thursday. Parson Brownlow addressed au :
dience of about 15,000 on Thursday afterno
with a recital of personal adventures br
leaving Dixie land-lie was cordially received.

JHorse Departmnîent.-The entries were r
nuieîrous, but enough well lnown stock ento
to: atti.tret great attention. Aiong tlcm "Mag
Charta," ' Fanny," a colebrated trotting ina
and nany others of local celebrity. Seve
excellent spans of mnatceld horses were on
.tround for carriage and general work. Jia
and mules werc more in number and better tl
eo er, showing the attention paid to this bau
Thl go'rment demaid for both horses
males N ill tend to reiove very iany ordin;
lhorses :md their place wvill doubtless be fil
witli a btter grade of stock if we inayjai
by the feeling sh h nnmong vhuise men r
farmners.

Catile Departmnent.-The number oft
iais entered u as large, comprising De% ois, P

hamis and grades. There were a good nl
fat cattlie, some verv noticeable ones. One

.aIl, fed by Mr. Snitl, Detroit, wcig!î
3.200 lbs. The herd oi Messrs. Crouse,

KItland, in part of imijported stock, was v
tine, and containdd animais of inncli prom;
The Messrs. Sly of Plymouth, noted hreed:
had a fhie herd. Several others fron Ohio:
Canda, showed good herds.

Sh/eep Departnent.-IIere, as at Clevela
the Vermonters appearcd in competition w
local breeders and growers. The honie exh
tion was not what Michigan can or ought
have mnade. 'Tlie show vas inade up of Lei
terc, Sauth 1>w vns, Fren-h and Spanisi M
nos. There is a large denand now for shi
correspiidiig to the government deimand
clothin:r and want of cotton, and prices h
largely advanced the past season. Large p:
are off -Ld for faney shteep We woilde.t
those dcaiing to commence to be very car
of w hai tley buy high priced sheep, that t
do not suar as many in the west have hc
fore donc

1iîplemeni Department.-Anythin!g that
lessen the labour of the farm, and in part u
a n nd-, for the labor of those who have vo.
teered, "ave this department especial prot
ence, and the usual number of new inventi
practical and impractical were showin, the
prietor of each denonstratingd what fortunes
be made or saved by their adoption. Re,
ad mowers were weil represented. R. L. i
ard, of B uffllo, ,N. Y., showed the Ketel
Reaper and Mower. The former bas a en
genious Simple raking attachment, whicç
driver can operate with one band, whuie
drives with the other, or it can be so arran
as to be worked by the machine-the coS
the attaclhment is about $10 for a hand r
and can be attachîed to any reaper. He
showed an attachîment to the reaper fer cU


