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road, where extensive exposures of these gravels have been muade,

the deposit is undoubtedly nlisturbed. No implement could have

come into this gravel except at a time when the river flowed upon it

and when they might have sunk through the' lose and shifting mna-

teri. Al the evidence points to the conclusion that at the time of

the 'Trenton gravel good,.Man in a rude .state,.with habits similr to

those o the River-drift Huter of aurope, and probably under a

alimatesimihr to that of:aore northera regions, lived upon the banks

of the ancient Delaware, and lost his stone implements in the shifting
sanda and gravel of the bed of that stream. The term "Eskimo

period" has been suggesteds for that of the Tsenton gravel in

accordare with the view that present boreal races are the descendants

of :the aticient phoithic Mmi.

The actual age of the Trenton gravel, and t consequent date te

which the antiquity of man on the Delaware should be assigned4are

questions whh geclogical data alone are insuicient to solve. The

oly clew, and .thata most uniatiefactory one, is afforded by calcula-

tions-bsed upon the anmountof erosioin. This,like algeological

considerationsisrelative rather.than absolute, yet several calculations

.have been made, which, baied either upon the rate of erosion of river

channls, or the rate of accumulation óf sedimeit, have attempted to

ix the date of the close of the glacial epoch. By assuming that the

Trenton gravel ws deposited immediately after the close of this

epoch, an account of .such cálculations may be of interest. If the

Trentorn gravel ispast-glacial in the widest acceptation of the term, a

yet later:date must be assigned to it

When a student of surface geology, who has lived south of glacial

action, examines for the first time the truc glacial drift and sees the

am-like ridges and bowl-shaped depressions maintaining regutar

outlins and steep ohe cannot but be struck with the -compara-

veLrecent look fthese deposits. He cannot but believe that if

the great periods of time have elapsed since their deposition, which
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