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Humourists of the Eighteenth Centwry, were very successful. He
edited the Cornhill Magazine from 1860 until April, 1862, when he
relinquished it, continuing however to write for the Magazine. He
died somewhat suddenly on December 24th, 1863, leaving a novel,
Denis Duval, unfinished. His inimitably graceful style, in which
he has been excelled by no novelist, may be in part due to his
familiarity with Addison, Steele, Swift and their contemporaries.
His pathos is as touching and sincere as his humour is subtle and
delicate. His fame as a novelist has caused his poems to be some-
what neglected, but his admirable ballads and society verses, attain
a degree of excellence rarely reached by such performances.

THoMSON, JaMEs.—A celebrated poet, born in Roxburghshire;
Scotland, September 11th, 1700. He went to London to seek his
fortune in 1725, and his poem of The Seasons, published in 1726-30,
was an important era in the history of English poetry, as it marked
the revival of the taste for the poetry' of nature. Besides the
Seasons, Thomson wrote some tragedies, which were failures, also
what some critics consider his best work, The Castle of Indolence,
published in 1748. He is often careless and dull, his poetry dis-
tigured by classic allusions to Ceres, Pomona, Boreas, etc., but he
had a genuine love of nature, and his descriptions, despite their
artificial dress, bear the stamp of reality. He was successful in

obtaining a comfortable competence by his literary exertions, and
died August 27th, 1748.

TwarN, MaRk (Samuel Langhorne Clemens.) An American
humourist, who has achieved great popularity, was born in Florida,
Missouri, in 1835, and after an apprenticeship on the ‘ Press,”
sprang into notice on the publication of his Innocents Abroad, pub-
lished in 1869, a semi-burlesque account of the adventures of a
party of American tourists in Europe and the East. Roughing It,
and other works of his published subsequently, have been equally
successful. The qualities of his style are peculiar, slyness and
cleverness in jesting being his predominant qualities.

Warrrier, JouN GREENLEaF.—The Quaker Poet .of America,
born December 17th, 1807, near Haverhill, Mass. He passed his
early years on his father’s farm, but in 1829 he began to be con-
nected with thé ‘‘ Press” and edited newspapers until 1839. He
early identified himself with the Anti-Slavery movement and ren-
dered it noble service by his pen and influence. His first work,
Legends of New England, was published in 1831. His works are
very numerous, Maud Miiller being the best known of his poems,
and Barbara Frietchie of his pocms connected with the Civil War.
As a writer of prose he unites strength and grace in an unusual de-



