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” She-sprang to her -feet and looked
down on him.

He burst into his malicious laugh.

thought I should rouse you, my
dear Leonora; do not fear, I value my
own life too much to risk it so vilely.
Com.e, we will ery a truce to this mu~
tual pleasantry and proceed to busi-
ness. But, first, let us not forget the
hospitalities. I thank you, Lady Mel-
ville, I will have a glass of wine.”
She rang the bell and the butler
I brought a bottle from the old cellars,
and poured out some wine in one of
the old cut glasses for my lord.
While the man was in the room,
Lord Harcourt conversed in a conven-
tional but friendly way with her lady-
ship about the weather and the coun-
try, but directly the butler !md gone
he caught up the glass and drained it,
then filled and drained it again.
Lady Melville watched him with a
vast scorn.
“You drink now?
cruel satisfaction.
“No,” he said, smiling; “no, only a
glass or two. Your delight is prema-
ture, and you will not haye to mourn
me cut off in the prime of my man-
hood by delirium tremens. But now
to business; the six months were up
three weeks ago, I luwe given you
three weeks grace in the generosity
of my heart, I come now for the ful-
fillment of your bond.”
She took a costly screen from the
Amantel and held it between the fire
and her face.
“You \vi§h me to marry the Baron
de Monipyrte?" she asked.
He looked up but could not see her
{ face; he could glean nothing from her
: #oice, which she had schooled to a
‘;'_‘.-ngular monotony.
“No,” he said, with a scornful laugh,
“I would not be so hard upon the bar-
on. Not now, decidedly not now. You
may marry whom you please so that

she said, with

¢
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you cancel our sweet agreement with

fitty thonsand pounds!”

“You ask me—you wish to extort
fifty thousand pounds from me!” she
said, “Is pot that it?”

“So clearly, so beautifully put; it
1s,” he retorted. ‘

“You 'shall not have fifty thousand
farthings,” she said, quietly.

He looked at her—the screen was
before her face.

“Ah! I expected as much,” he said. ¢
“I thought your folly would cling to}

you, You want a scene, and this is
the commoncoxpent; I shall not grati-
fy you.
Leonora, for a small check for that
a.‘mount, ’d I ghall remain at Rivers-
hall, your guest, until I get it!”
“You wil remain ai Rivershall un-

 til I pay you fifty thousand pounds?”

“I will. Rivershall is a-pretty-place.
You are a most- charming lady, I
shall be most happy to become your
guest.”

She lowered ‘the - séreen suddenly
and showed him her resolute face.

“Then I am resolved. Lord Ha,i-—
court, the tables are turmed. It is I
who hold the winning cards. You
say you will stay here and outragé me
and my house until I give you the
money you demand.
shall leave this room within an hour
in the hands of a police officer.”

He star\ed, then laughed.

“Well played, but farces are not in
my way.”

“No, but murder is,” retorted Lady
Melville, flashing her eyes upon him.
“Murder is, Lord Harcourt. Sit still,

I say; you have driven the stag a

I have come here, my dear|.

I say that you'
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and stood waiting with her hands fold-
ed before her and her face serenely
demure. ; h
“Miss Lucas, can you tell me if the
detective whom I employed to inves-
tigate that affair of the duel is in the
village at the present moment?”
“Yes, my lady,” said Miss Lucas,
taking the cue -at once. “He is at the
Arms. Shall I send for him?”
“Well, not this moment. Lord Har-
court may wish to see him, If he
should I will ring. You will know what
the -bell js for and send one of the

.meh to bring him here instantly.”

“Yes, my lady,” said Miss Lucas,

little too far and have brought it to! ang with respectful composure glided

bay. It sh_ M gore you now—to death.”
She rang the bell as she spoke and
a footman answered it.
“Request Miss Lucas to step this
way;” said Lady Melville,
entered

Miss Lucas immediately,

out again.

Lord Harcourt stood stroking his
mustache, his keen, restless eyes|
glancing from one to the other.

When the quiet figure had gone he

turned to Lady Melville.
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Housewives merely thrifty see

»real economy in using Carnation
“Milk regularly. But housewives,
\both thrifty and resourceful, see be-
sides economy, a pure, nourishing,
ever-ready supply of wholesome
‘milk. For your grocer has Carna-
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Tasty, Wholesome
Dishes at Low Cost

‘The coupon below
will bring you—free
—Mary Blake’s Car-
nation Recipe Book.
Mrs. Blake’s sugges-
tions will be found
helpful and stimu-
lating because of ber
long experience in
home cooking. Over
| 100 tested recipes

packed in its 32
pages. Try these
recipes:

Fal
COCOANUT
LAYER CAKE

cup g. - .m ﬁ

cup butter, 1 te»poon
vanilla, 3§ cup water, 2}{
cups flour, 4 teaspoons
ing powder, Cream the
butter, add sugar and well
beaten yolks of eggs. Mix
and sift the flour and bak-
ing powder and add ailter-
nately with the milk,
diluted with water. Add
the vanilla and fold in t:luf

beaten whites of
eggs. Bake in three layers
in a hot oven.

COCOANUT FILLING
1 . ter,
1 e T 3 S

vanilla, 1 cup cocoanut.

» mnnmm' the man ‘who sav-

ed mé from your violence.”
 “An!” he said, with a short laugh

| of contempt. “I see Where you would

‘have your clumsy arms strike. You

| mean the silly lad T winged on Oalais

Sands. Poor hoy! he fought well;

{ tt's almost & pity he had not been 3

better shot. Murder is a Wwoman's
name for an affair of homnor.”
“Not s0,” saild Lady Melville, with a

| burst of passion. “Murder is the name
of the.coward who takes his oppon-

ent’s life by firing before the word
is given.”

Lord Harcourt's hat dropped tmll
his hand, and when he raised his face
from recovering it Lady Mejville saw
that it was as white as her own,

“Now,” said she, fapning herself
with her screen, “will you stay here
until I pay you fifty thousand pounds,
or will you go?”

He thought a moment.

““T'll stay,” he said, deflantly. “You
were mistaken., The world has only
a foolish woman’s word for it. I shall
stay. Who will believe it? Better give
me the check, my dear Leonora; bet-
ter give me the check.” :

“That is your decision,” she sald.
“Well, so be it. I shall see you driven
from the country-—hanged, perhaps.
Please Heaven, the latter!”

She walked to the bell and laid her
hand upon it, then said, as if to her-
self:

“There can be no escape for him.
The two boatmen heard the report of
the pistol, Dalton 'saw him fall, and
I can confirm them.”

He started. °

“Boatmen!” he sald, unguardedly.

“Yes,” she; said, “two. Oh, murder
} will out, my lord, even when done so

cleverly, If you want more evidence,

I have it. Look!”—and she walked
i to the bureau and unlocked it—"here
1s the pistol with which you shot him.
| Here is the pistol bullet extracted
from his wound.- Ah!”

She uttered a scream, for with a
nofseless spring Lord Hageourt had
reached her side and snatched the
pistol.

She clasped it tightly then, and shot
back a deflant glare.

“Stand back! Would you murder
me, also?”

“Ay,. that T would,” he ground out
between his teeth, “Give me that pis-
tol, or, by Heaven! I'll——"

“Did you ring, my lady?

Both started; Lord Harcourt fell
back,( staring at the quiet face and

gray eyes of Miss Lucas, who had en-
tered unperceived.

“No—yes!” sald Lady Melville.
“Send tor7—"

“Oh, don't trouble, Lady Melville,”
drawled Lord Harcourt, {n his most
languid tones. “I am going through
the village and will look him up my-
self. Good-night, good-night.”

And, with his high-bred bow, he
left the room.

Lady Melville stood in the same at-
titude, with the pistol in her grasp,
until the great hall door had clanged
U° behind him. Then her face turned
gray and her eyes seemed to lose all
their fire.

“He is gone,” said Miss Lucas, with
a triumphant smile.

“Ay, for the presemt™ said Lady
Melville, with slow weariness. “But
not for long. I have said good-by te
peace forever—forever!” .

(To be continued) AT
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+ A Judge

ON PENSIONS FOR MOTHERS AND
WIDOWS.

Parliament is now discussing the

proposed mnew .pension scheme for
mothers and widows, and Judge Henry
Neil, of Chicago, explains in the York-
ghire Evening News how he was re-
sponsible for this reform in the
United States. He was impressed with
the case of a mother who came before
him who was unable to support her
children, and he writes:—
“1 went to the Legislature of Illinois
and sald: "Messrs. Legislators, I have
been to your institutions; I know that
you buy good food, that you provide
warm clothing, that you build mag-
nificent buildings on the hillside; but
you can’t buy mother love. That is
not for sale at any price, and that is
what these children are hungering
for, and what they need if you expect
them to become normal men and wo-
men and home-loving citizens, willing
to fight for God and Home and Coun-
try.’

“And the members of the Legis-
lature enacted my amendment without
one dissenting vote. It was the first
State-wide Mothers’ Pension Law.

7"I have since found in thousands of
cases that it pays the taxpayer to keep
these mothers on their rightful jobs—
of caring for their own children—and
not allowing them to be broken down
by the double job.

“Next I went to the Legislature ol
nearly every State. In one year I
crossed the United States from ocean

of dependent chjldren should be pro-
vided with the money to keep their
own children at home. .,
“ ‘Mother love is,’ I said, ‘one es-
sential of normal child life. What
would your life be if you had mno
memeory of & mother’s love? Where is
the joy of adult life except in the
memory of the happy days spent in
childhood with your mother?
“Forty-four States now have this
mothers’ pension system, and over a
hundred thousand children are now at
home with their own mothers instead
of in institutions. These States will
pay this year to these mothers over
fifteen million dollars, and it is the
best of all uses of the taxpayers’
money. No eother money ecan supply
such an amount of joy, and bope, and
happiness, and mother love as this
money.’

“Y advoecated mothers’ pensions in
public addresses in  every city In
South Africa and in Great Britain. I
rejoice in what is to be done with the
good will of every citizen in Britain
towards the inauguration of pensions
for widows.” ;

and cotton mictures héve come | ;

I"A gentle breese drifts across the wak-

to ocean elght times. I spoke in every |
{large city. I advanced that fit mothers

| ders exceeded the cortresponding week
of 1924 by
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ing land and summons all to their |
daily work. You awake, clear eyed |
and fresh from a night's perfect sleep.
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You do if you sleep on the right |
kind of a matiress. Your maiiress has
a whole lot more to do with your life |
than you think it has. _ If you wake j
up tired and fretful — your'e not
getting the proper rest. A TRADE |
NAME matiress gives you that

perfect rest that leaves you fit and
pmsed for the work of the day. The
TRADE NAME wmatiress 1s i
guaranieed to do this.
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Delivém and Production Exceed
Best Previous Week in History. oo
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Dodge Brothers have been estab-
lishing new high records continuously | ,
for several months, as compared with ﬁ
similar periods for previous years, but
the record of the week ending April
111s &f” best in the company’s history. |

With retail deliveries aggregating
more than 7,000, an average of more
than 1,300 each production day, the
best previous w 'was surpassed by
several hundred cars. New retail or-
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