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CHAPTER XXIIL."

”':I‘,o Madge she appeared like a vision,
Q@ereal. Her feet seemed scarcely to
%olich the ground; her loveliness was
wddﬁpmtuelle that, in her state of con-
Ly ¢ xm!on and bewilderment, Madge would
met have been surprised if she had seen
tho slim, graceful figure float ceiling-

Iward.

-},rene passed Reyce and_ Seymour
swith 2 murmured “Royce;” and made
stfarght for Madge.

ﬁadge rose as if-compelled, and her
“}umdqome face flushed. She expected
*Irene to say, coldly: “How do you do?
’Hai*e you had a ‘pleasant journey?”
Bit Irene took her hand, and bending
Horwardy kisscd her—not on the brow,
hut on the red, pure lips. Not a cold
fkiss which means “I hate you,” but a
warm, girlish, tender kiss that went
straight to poor Madge’'s heart and
{brought the tears to her eyes,

“Oh, I am so sorry I am late,” sald
"Trene, seating herself beside her and
still holding her hand; “but I had a
bad headache and went to lie downm,
sand T fell asleep and did not hear the
bell. T am so sorry, for T meant to go
wlown to the lodge and meet you. Will
wou forgive me, dear Madge?” i

Madge was speechlegs for a mo-
pnent. The sweet volee rang in her
jears, echoed in her heart, filling her
Mwith gratitude and love.

“] am sorry your head ached,” she
!said in a low voice tremulous with the
ifeeling Irene’s tenderness had called
lup. “Are you:better now?"

“Quite,” said'ﬁene, with a smile;
[but_even as she answered, Madge no-
iticed that the lovely face WAs pale and
{looked wan, and that there were dark
tshadows under the eyes, that the smile
was sad as well as tender—*“quite. 1
jam used to headaches”—"lately,” she
was going to add, but checked herself.
1“And have you had a good time? You
{must tell me all about it when we are
ialone, How well Royce looks!” She
jglanced at him, only just glanced. “I
'have so much to say to you—io show
you—" .

The butler appeared.

“Dinner-is served, my lady,” he said
Fin solemn tones.

. Seymour came across the room to
Mhe two: girls, and offered his arm to
Madge.

She did:not know what he meant
for a moment, then she rese and put
{her hand in his arm. He smiled oovért-
Iy at her hesitation, but said, courte-
busly enough:

“F hope you have-a good appetite,
rMadge. You should han, after your
ﬂonx journey.”
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' Fortify the system against
| Colds, Grip and Infiuenza
by taking-

ing thtum “were cholee flowers,
which shone like colored getis against

e lﬂ:’a:iiuu cloth, and filled the alr with

There were three footmen -in fldl
livery, as well as the butler, and to

gome blunder on her part.
-Bhe looked down at her plate, notie-
ed that thére weré two knives and

| forks and three wine-glasses at the

side, and her heart sunk. She knew
that she must blunder, must do some-
thing wrong.

‘l = Seymour went to the bottom of the

table; Royce sat opposite her, and
Irene by her side. Seymour pronounc-
éd a lonig grace, with a sanctified ex-
pression on his face, and in a kind of
chant, and dinner commenced.
Madge watched Irene _ before she
ventured to take up her spoon for the
soup, ¥nd when the footman brought

round the hock, said: “No, thank you,”

as Irene did. The things they brought
her seemed endless, and she refused
them, one after the other, until Irene,
who looked to her continually, said:

“But you are eating nothing, Madge,
dear; you must take some of those
cutlets. = i %

Madge might have responded “You
yourgelf eat very little,” for “Trene
seemed to have as little appetite as
Madge; but she took the cutlet with-
out a word.

She noticed that sqme of the things
were eaten with a fork omly, for no
apparent reason, and that when ghe
put her fork and knife down on her
plate the footman Instantly removed
it. He seéémed to her to be watching
‘her every instant—as indeed he was—
and she wondered how the rest could
go on eating and talking as unconsci-
ously as if these men-servants were
not present.

As she looked across at Royce her
mlnd wandemd ‘back—-it had not véry
far to wander; only = ‘few -days—to
the meals she and he had eaten round
the camp-fire, and it seemed to her
marvelous that he ¢ould ever have en-
dured the roughness and wildness of
his surroundings; and as she listened
to his deep, musical mlee. as he talk-
ed to the countess, she gsked herself
it it could be possible that the aristo-
cratic gentleman in evening-dress,
with the footman behind his chair,
could really be Jack, the horse-dealer

be, Madge Lee, who a week ago lived
in a caravan, and wore 4 red shawl,
with Mother Kate and Lottie and Tony
for companions.

And even in that moment the past
rose before her, and her heart ached
with a wistful tendqneos for them all.
Did they miss her? Had Tony cried
much? Had he forgotten her?

Meanwhile, she listensd to the talk
going on aronid her. It was as strange
to her as the great house, the magni-
no/ent rooms, the cut-glass, the plate,
the silent, noiseless servants,

his mother about Lord and Lady Bal-
farras, and Sir Willlam and the Duch-
ess of Kingford, and she realized how
widely she was separated from all
these people.

The dizner proceeded, and, marvel-
ous to relate, she had made no great
blunder as y;t: but presently the foot-
man pnt o*tha dessert: service. The
plates wete of rare Sevres. To each
person was placed a finger-bow! of

-;old !!umhcub;hu 88 rare and al-
_5Mumoum5mes

‘Now Madge had decfined all the
vinq- mﬂu‘& glass of clarét, and.

2 (hinkhctiu& ﬂ!tm lmt,ho flnger-

Madge they all seemed to be look!ns,\
| at her—watching for some mistake,

of the gypsies, and whether she could |

She heard Jack--mno, Royce—asking

bloom on them?” she sald. “I waint to
show-you the het-houses and the con-
servatories. Are you fond of flowers,
Madge? But what a 8illy question! All
women ‘love, flowers. I out nearly all
these myself. Mr. Thomn/. that’s the
head gardener, was in a goed humor
this miorning. Soimetimés He {8 not, and
then—" she laughed.

_She talked on, the kind of talk which
does not require anything more than
a monolayllable in response, and so,
as it were, covered and protected
Madge in Her shyness and ignerance.

Royce leaned forward every now and
then and said a word or two, and smil-

countess sat with gverted eyes, and
Seymour watched his new sister-in-
law with a smile which barely con-
cealed a sneer, waiting for an oppor-
tunlty to embarrass and discomfit her.

He waited until there was a pause
-in the conversation, and, amid a pre-
found silence, said, bending forward
with a suave smile:

“D6 . you take any interest in mis-
siohary work-—er—Madge?”

Madge lpoked up with a start, glanc-
ed at Royce almost appealingly, and
then looked at Seymour timidly, the
color coming and going on her beauti-
ful face.

“Missionary work?”
vaguely.

Royce bit his li‘p and came to her
rescue. He saw that Seymour’s inten-
tion was to humilia{e Madge and
mortify him.

“No. Why should ghe?” - he said,
grimly, almost fiercely.

she repeated,

2
Seymour smiled blandly.

“Oh, why sheuld she not?’ he Tisp-
ed, meekly. “You do her an injustice, I
am sure, my dear Royce. I was going
to téll her about the mission to Tim-

er—Madg’e‘{”

Irene ¢ould feel against her- dress
Madge’'s hand trembling. There was
an intense silence, Royce’s face how-
ing dark and angry as he saw Madge's
distress. ;

For a moment she was speechless,
then she lifted her glorious eyes and
poured their light upon her tormentor.

“Timbuctoo?” she said in the Ilow
voice which had thrilled Irene when
first she heard it, “Timbuctoo is. a
town in the south-west of Africa, on
the banks of Lake Masina and the
river Niger.”

She had learned it from ome of the
books she had treasured up in her
caravan, and with that wonderful
memory which accompaines perfect
health, repeated the paragraph word
by word.

Seymour’s face was a study, It went
red, and his mouth opened and shut.
He did not know what to say, for
Timbuctoo was often on his lips, he
had not the least idea as to where it
stood in Africa. And this. “common
EYPSy ‘Iﬂ" had turned his weapon of

'sarcasm upon him and beaten him,
Royce stared from one to the other; !

then he ieaned back and laughed—the
laugh which had in the old time been

80 Xeen a delight to the countess and

Irene.
“mw, Madge!” he said, with grim
exultaﬂon “You've ‘given to my bro-

ther some information, eh, Scymclr?”

and he looked davm the table {rinmph-

antly.
-An ugly expreuion came into Sey—

% fmour‘s iface. - .

“M ’aear Royes,” he said, sarcas-
11y, ¢“we are not all §o ignorant as
rselt Every tchool—boy knows

wh :mlmctoall" =% Y
: “E\V&? school- zirl;ﬂoes Jnot. any-

* gajd Irene in htr qott. sweet

ed encouragingly and lovingly; but the |

bucted. Perhaps you haye heard of it—

us
-Xaont»sgu

We qro no mo: ﬂxe sitver horde;

That, eall6d | ﬁu tide, move forth’

From aholuredt waters and follow t
coas

The winds may howl and the seas may
Tage.
- And fishefmen take their toll,
Yet ever and ever by reef and dufie,
Shdal follows the track of shoal.

| No hand may stay théem but that
strange d

'rh:t marked their path through the

séa

Ere man knew wisdom and la.ugbed i

to scorn
The puzzle of Destiny

The strong man’s will is a mighty
power

That battles to goed through ill;

When age creps on and the flesh

grows weak,

« “Where then is the strong man’s will?

We are no more than the Wild black

swans .

That fly when the world's at rest—

A trailing flock neath a crescent
moon—

West ever and ever west,

No hand may. stay them but that

strange hand

That marked their course in the air,

.Ere man, at the birth of time, was
born

To sorrow and toil and care.

We boast of roads that our own selves
build;
But whether we like it or no,
We take the roads that were built for
us
Long ages and ages ago.
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Will Maeterlinck |
Fight Fistic Duel ?

Challenged by ~ Sieflian Lawyer—

Latter May Be April 1 Vietim.

Milan, Italy, April b5—(Associated
Press.)—Following a challenge sent
by Sehastian Bondi, a Sicilian lawyer
in this city, to Maurice Maeterlinck,
the famous Belgian poet and play-
wright, for an alleged defamatory
article recently published concerning
the poet’s Sicilian trip, lively specula-
tion has been aroused Jjn sporting
circles here as to whether the affair
will be gettled by ten rounds with the
gloves: or a -duel with the sword or:
pistol. *Magtedlinck’s prowess with
the gloves is well known. In his chal-
lenge to the poet, Signor Rondi is
quoted as saying:

“1 read with indignation and dis-
gust your infamous article on your
recent trip to Siecily, published “in &
Belgian review and then reproduced in
the Secolo in' Milan.on April 11.

“As a citizen of glorious Palermo,
famed for its courtesy, I ﬁotify you
herewith that I consider your ears
boxed. I hold myself at your dis-
posal.”

Friends of Rondl warned him to
beware of April 1 publications.

Picture and Reom Moulding—
A large assortment at reduced
prices at KNOWLING’S

apr7,4i,m

To My Little Son

By JULIA JOHNSON DAVIS.
In your face I sometimes see
Shadowings of the man to be,
And eager, dream of what my son
Will be in twenty years and one.

But when you are to manhood grown,

And all your manhood ways are
known,

Then shall I, wistful, try te trace

The child you once. wére in your face?

The Choice
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{ LITTLE MEN’S ALL LEATHER SCHO(;I:-EOOTS?
—In Black Calf, laced, with hooks. Sizes 5 to 10-..»

‘THAT MAKES

MEN’S BROWN

f
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The Easter Shoe Siy
at Parker & Mo

EACTER FOOTWEAR
That foliow the Vogi

: Qur Three Stores are filled to eapacity, with : 5
in High Grade Footwear, at exceedingly Low Prices.|

Our. BOYS’ SCHOOL BOOTS are
madle in our o('iwn Factory, by competent
workmen, and are guaranteed to be
ALL SOLID LEATI%ER

In BLACK CALF BLUCHER—Rub-
ber heel. Sizes 9 to 13, 3.30; sizes 1
to 5, 3.75.

In BROWN CALF BLUCHERPRub- :
ber heek Sizes 9 to 15, 3.75; sizes 1
to 5, 4.50.

In BROWN CALF. BLUCHER—Lea-
ther heel. Sizes 9 to 13, 3.50; sizes 1
to 5, 4.00.

BOYS’ BLACK CALF BLUCHER
BOOQTS—With pegged soles. Sizes
9 to 18, 2.75; sizes 1 to 5, 3.30.

Boys’ All Leather School Bools

Rubber heeled, at

In BROWN CALF—Lace(l with hooks. ‘Rubber heels

Sizes 5 to 10, at .

BLACK CALF LACED—Nalled soles Slzes 5 to 10 !b

at . R S SR

Men’s Brogue Oxfords

MEN’S BROGUE O0OX-
FORDS—With Good-
year welt soles, rub-
ber heels. In Black
and ' Brown Calf.
Only :.6.00 the pair.

Some with brass eyelets

MEN’S WINE CALF BROGUE OXFORDS—-4
Heavy perforations, bevel sole and}
Sizes 6 to 94

Special.
heel. A .regular 9.00 Brogue.
For:.i. X ;
This is the very ‘smartest model in stock.

MEN’S
Wide._toe, rubber heel, Goodyear welt.
style it Blucher cut, at ..

BROWN PERFORATED OXFORD

SPECIAL!

700 PAIRS MEN’S BROWN OXFORDS—Mediu 4
round toe, perforated; Goodyear welt, rubber}
. .4.75 the pair.:

Baak MY ... o0 osiws

Men’'s Dress Boots

Priced as low as 4.00 the pair
MEN’S BLACK KID BLU

CHER BOOTS .

MEN’S BROWN CALF
BLUCHER BOOTS . .40

MEN’S BROWN CAL
.BLUCHER BOOTS . .4.50%

MEN’S BLACK KID BLU ;
CHER—With rubber heel}

MEN'S BROWN

CHER BOOT—with rubs

ber heels

FOR TIIE YOUNG MEN.

In Mahogany Calf, laced, med-
juth wide toe, brogue last,

* heavy perforations, brass eye-

lets, rubber heels. Goodyear
welt #bii. coinoinn rai 0808
L A CE
BOO’!‘S—-Medlu‘m toe, rub-
_ ber. heel, ‘Goodyear welt,

at o0 660, b5.75, 600

A\Lots of other styles to choose

rbm at .60, 7.00, 7.50, 8.00

zj"l‘fr'ow'Hz‘!s S’iart?&
’s Shoe Shops

he WHOLE FAMILY
~Style and Value!

latest models, the very latest Leath r and Styleg
whole family.

e
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‘LADIES’ STREET QHOEQ ;

at .
2\ LADIES’ BL AN\ G l 2\

&)

—Medium round toe, mej.

LADIES BROWN

2.25 the pair. ,

and buckle, medium ty

Same stvle, 2 strap and 2 buckles, at .2

DIES’ BROWN KID—1 strap, low heel >-0

DIES’ ALL PATENT 1 STRAP ‘sH’)“m-l

rubber heels . . " o

iSame with Grey Suede Back .. .. :

h BILACK KID LACED OXFORD—Ry
ee q

t Same style, low rubber heel . o

DWN CALF LACED SHOE%—-(\MV B

DWN CALF LACED SHOES—Rubbe

ACK KID OXFORD—Round Toe ..

PATENT 1 STRAP—High and

OWN KID—1 strap
DWN KID—1 strap, high and low rubber heel 3

Lots of other styles to select from up to . 35 |

DIES’ GREY SUEDE OXFORDS—W ith rubber §
theel, at . R
IES’ BLACK KID—l qtl aD. medit um heel . 250 §
o400

LY SUEDE STRAP—Spool heel .. ..
Y SUEDE—1 strap, low rubber heel . . 450
2 PATENT-—1 strap, low rubber heel . ‘f§.25
L PATENT—1 strap and tongue, medium rubber
heel 3.00
PATENT—1 strap med. & low rubber heel, 330

OWN KID—2 strap, medium rubber hw 35
JOWN CALF LACED SHOES—Medium toe,

B rubber heel .. .. ... 3.30
P Other styles ..

3)0 3lu 4%

WOMEN’S HIGH CUT BOOTS-

At .. VTR 1| |

In all Brown Ixul higrh
3 to 514

WOMEN'S "ALL BLACK
LACE BOOTS—Round toe,
heel. Sizes3to 6 .. ..

WOMEN’S BLACK HIGH
ED BOOTS—Medium toe :

BOOTS—High cut, la

toe and rubber l\eu "attach-

ed . 3.00 %
%LF

WOMEN'S BROWN
BOOTS—High cut, wide

Rubber heel .. .. .. .. . 3.~'*'

m—

BOOTS AND SHOES FOR THE KIDDIES.

UFFER BOOTS—In Dark
ahogany, laced, all solid
pather soles anfl heels.
es 5 to 11, 2.25; sizes 12

.' 2, 2.35; sizes 5 to 8, Spec-

: 175 sizes 9 to 2, 1.95.
ubber heels
LS’ BLACK KID LACED i
ES’ BLACK LACED
O .2.50
8 GUN METAL—High Lacea
ES’ PATENT 1-STRAP SHOE
ILDREN’S 1-STRAP SHOES .
LS’ TAN 1-STRAP RUBBER HEEL
'SHOES .

LS’ PATENT 1.STRAP RUBEER HEEL §

ISHOES—Sizes 9 to 2 .
S’ S (UFFER LACED SHOES—
to 2.
S’ STRAPPED SANDALS——Slzes

ﬁ'm* BROWN KID LACED BOOT%——

athek soles-and heels; sizes3to 6 .. .. }-10 5

le-in Black Kid Lace .. .- 10
an BBGWN BOOTS—Lace and 1 button,
- turn solesE sizes 3 to 6, only .. y

BUTTON & LACE BOOTS §

ck Brown and Patent Leather, with
: tops al}d tassel; sizes 4 to 8 ,only 1.

s—

L Th”
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| !, Men

METAL LACED SHO §

fum heel, perforated vap, §
Only . . 929x &
CAL |
STRAP SHOES—1 s

and rubber heel . . 95§

1‘u'n':»e.' i
f heel . .30
medwm rnbhm heel | 27 1

z,‘,c to )00

‘CUT ':_.,{z"- |
nd heel |
WOMEN’S ALL BL ( KID §

ound

nce wi
i any---
lssue N¢
b York
le in th :

TING TROU
CEN
SOFIA, By
he negotiatio
i, or now aj
are successfu
b Balkans wil
years, deccla
plfoff to-day.
ments, that ¥
ned in two
jinary ‘agreer
ovides for jc
incursions ac
pr, with two
A blanke
I points eof p
g paymoent b
peizures, is p
ply a few d
pttled. We 1
when the B
prate instead
gn Minister ¢

FRANCE S

ce will give
of pressure
JOW possesses
to replaco. t
mcerted acti
in advance
illy in case
Dy, says L
as been pe
regarding
jons, The I
ver, accordir
0t consider
on settled,
of twenty
, plus such =
fled upon to
war debts,
g to the net
flestion of . ti
aken in the
Y Germany
fter such de
it to the att
Reparations
IKERS TO
SOUTH2
‘engineers
5 here deci
ernoon to
day,

i UNION
S
TO
Christian (¢
ol the Methd
8 that th
s commi
connectiox
ilL, has ra
liveliest
g throw:
4 fought
"6 “articl
and othe




