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REPORT BY THE NEWFOUNDLAND
TRADE COMMISSION RE VISIT TO
WASHINGTON ON TARIFF QUES-
TION—JANUARY 1821 AND APRIL
1921.

Sir,—I beg to submit for your great-

er information REPORT of my visits
to Washington on Tariff Question.

On January 21st, 1921, I appeared at\
10 a.m. before Committee of Ways and | ]
Means, House of Representatives, Hon.
Joseph Fordney, Chairman, and the
following Committee:—

William R. Green, Iowa; Nicholas
Longworth, Ohio; Willis C. Hawley,
Oregon; Allen T. Treadway, Massa-
chusetts; Ira C. Copley, Illinois; Lu-'
ther W. Mott, New York; George M.
Young, North Daketa; James A. Frear,
Wisconsin; John Q. Tilson, Connecti- '
cut; Isaac Bacharach, New Jersey;
Lindley H. Hadley, Washington; Char-
les B. Timberlake, Colorado; George
M. Bowera, West Virginia; Henry W.
Watson, Pennsylvania; €laude Kitchin,
North Carolina; Henry T. Rainey,
Cordell Huld, Tennsazsee;
John N. Garner, Texas; James W, Col- |
lier, Mississippi; Clement C. Dickin-
son, Missouri; William A. Oldfield,
Arkansas: Charles R. Crisp, Georgia; ;
John F. Carew, New York; Whitmell
P. \Iartm Loulsiana Ernest W, Camp,
4“erk -

After arranging appointment with :
Committee in due time I was very:
graciously received and upon being
called by the Chairman stated the fol- '
lowing: That I was down to Washing-}
ton before Ways and Means Commit- '
tee in my official capreity as Trnde,
Commissioner for Newfoundland, hav-
ing heard that certain Tariff chanzec‘
were being contemplated, which, if:
carried into effect would materia]ly‘
militate against Fish Exporters of our !
country and consequently against the |
best interests of Newfoundland. and!
in my opinion, taken all in all, would '
not be to the advantage of the United |
States. That with a view towards
fostering closer trade relations with
Anlerica, Newfoundland Government
had appointed ‘a Commissioner to this
country, pointing out that it was the
first time in our history that such an
appointment had been made. That we
had been selling a certain amount of
our product here for many years and
that we were desirous of selling more,
that between 1915 and 1920, while our
Exports had increased considerably to
this country, purchases from the Unit-
ed States had grown from approxi-
mately $5,000,000 in 1915 to $16,500,000
in 1919, an increase of $11,000,000 in
five years.

After a series of questions had been
asked by the Committee, which are
contained in Hearings on General
Traiff Revision, Page 1635, (to which !
I now refer you), copy of same I in-
structed Secretary to have mailed to
vou and which I presume reached you, :
although to date receipt of same has ;
not been acknowledged, I filed the
following Brief:

“The Ways and Means Committee,
7’4 use of Representatives.
Howcn —As trade Commissfon-
Newfoundland gnd in view of
n tariff changes that are now
considered, I respectfully ask
mmittee to take into serious
tion the increased trade
the United States and New-
nd in recent years.
5 our purchases from the
States amounted to only $4,-
but it has been steadily
> latest available figures stat-
total for 1919 was $16,569,-
'n increase of $11,000,000 in five
Ne undland exported to the
es in 1915 products valu-
,385, and in 1919, $6,523,-
fore, on behalf of New-
nd. I sincerely hope that no-
i in the nature of a tariff will
be created by your Government, to
the detriment of our common inter-
s and the retarding of that splen-
(pansion of business which has
marked in recent years.
ermore, I must particularly
ize the fact that we have no
inatory tariff against this
, the same amount of duty’

Tlinols;

. orably impressed the Committee. Hon,

i lieve you are the only witness so far

i graphs from my letter to you of re-
i cent date:

being levied on United Kingdom and
Canadian products as on imports
from the United States.

JOHN M. DEVINE, Newfoundland

Trade Commissioner.

N.B.—In the year 191§ we pur-
chased eight times as much goods
from the United' States as we did
from England.

That Newfou
ial tariff seem

land had no different-
to be a point that fav-

Joseph Fordney replying said, that
Canada has a preferential duty and
Newfoundland hadn't; that'we (United
States) would like to have Newfound-
land moved up just a little closer. He
also thanked me as follows: “Mr, De-
vine, we want to say to you that I be-

that has appeared representing a for-
elgn country and we thank you very,
much for your presence, Sir, and the

statements that you have made® I

! saw Mr. Fordney later and tried to get |

a definite statement from him as to the |

; nature of the tariff to be imposed, the | i
! amount, etc. He replied that he did not |

think it would be so- excessive a& to ]
make Newfoundland Fish prohib!tfve

i to this country and that it was not the !

intention to do anything that would !
inflict a hardship on Newfoundland|

i Fish Expeorters.

Many of the Congressmen that I '
converged with seemed very sympathe- |
tic to Newfocundland’s Commercial In- '
terests and expressed great pleasure at |
the appointments of a Trade Commls-
sioner down here. One of the most pro- {
minent taking occasion to state that |
“npow that Newfoundland evidently |
meant business with this country, as;
evidenced by appointment of a Trade |
Representative, it was up to the Unit- !
ed States to endeavour to establish re- I
ciprocal relations on a firmer basis |
than heretofore, and to show New-
foundland that her material prosperity
of the future would be increasingly
augmented by a better commercial un-
derstanding’ with America.”

This is quite right and permit me to
embody in thig report a couple of para-

“Now for my personal statement,
It ‘may be guestioned by seme of your
opponents in Parliament the useful- ;
ness of a Trade Commissioner in the
United States, My work, by unthink- :
ing minds may be sneered at and
@oubt may be expressed as to whe-
ther, since coming here in Novém-
ber, I have justified my existence, or |
rather the existence of this Depart-
ment, Possibly, in your own party,
there may be gentlemen who~are not !
convinced of the necessity.of a Trade | i
Commissioner i this country. In-
dividually and collectively, permit
me to say to them that I wish this
idea, if it is held by any, to be com-
pletely dxx)elled from their minds,
and rather” to be converted to the
fact that the few dollars the Govern-
ment has paid for my services here
will eventually pdy good dividends
and is already bearing interest.”

“My work on the Tariff Question
must not be overlooked. That I
have helped create a more friendly
feeling between this country and
Newfoundland, there is no doubt.
That Newfoundland is looked upon
in a different light than when I
came here is evident on all sides.
That the rapidity with which finan-
ciers and investors took up our
Bonds, guaranteeing. the successful
flotation of the Loan, must in some
measure be attributed to my efforts
in judiciously advertising the Col-
ony’s resources. The time - is op-
portune for a reciprocal trade ar-
rangement between this country
and Newfoundland. Amertea 1s the
natural market for £ our products.
We are attached by the strongest
bonds of blood and kinship to the
mother country, We glory in the
proud possession o? the title of
“England’s oldest Colony,” We are
loyal- to the throme of Great Brit-
ain and I trust will always remain
so, and that atsall times we are
prepared t6 defend and jealously
guard the good name and great
work ' of British Institutions. But
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closer and gruter‘gdo relations.

The close proximity of Newfound-

land to the United States always

will give this market a decided ad-
vant over - those of the

World. Therefore, I gay let no

silly sentimentalism prevent us

from taking advantage of the hand
that America holds out.”

Acting under instructions from the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, a¢-
com ed by Mr. Collishaw, I visite

ashington the second time on
Aprn Tth, with a view to learning de-
finitely what action the Government
of m%} nited States contemplated as

Tariff on our fish entering
Amertc& After arriving we first got
in touch with the British Embassy
and arr ed appointment to,/ meet
8ir Auckland Geddes which was ac¢-
complished very satisfactorily and af-
ter presenting our credentials—a let-
ter of introduction from Mr. Coaker—
he took a very lively interest in our
visit and treated us with the utmost
courtesy

He thought that some time would
pass before anything of a concrete
naturd would materialize in the mat-
ter of Tariff that would affect us, but
advised keeping In touch with re-
sponsible persons at Washington gs
well a8 with the Embsassy.

Mr. Broderick of the Commercial

Department alse promised practical

co-operation. Interviewed Secetary
of Commerce Hoover, as well as Hon.
Joseph Fordney,-Chairman Ways and

{ Means Committee, both seemed sym-

pathetic Owing to Congress being in
! gedsion at the time, it was almost im-
poasible to see gny of the getive mem-
bers and it was with much dificulty
that a meeting with Mr. Fordney was
arranged.

Mr. Fordney stated that they had nat
eome to the Fish Question as yet, as
other Hearings were being consider-
i ed. Queried as to the forecasted leg-
islation and tariff on foreign fish, he
replied by saying that he could give
me nothing definite to report to the
Newfoundland Government, only that
everything submitted by~me on Janu-
ary 22nd, before Ways and’  Means
Committee would be ecarefully con-
sidered and that it was not the in-
tention to impose such a duty as
would make price of our sea products
prohibitive to Ameriea. I stated our
case befare Mr. Hoover pointing out
that the advantage wasg all in favor
of the United States and asked him
to take into consideration—-the enor-
mous disparity between our imports
from and our exports to the United
States,

Stressad-the possibility of American
fish companies operating iy New-
foundland in the Iimmediste future
and the comsequent hardships with
which such industry would be at-
tended 'if a tariff were placed on our
goods. Accentuated strongly the
friendly trade relations existing be-
tween Newfoundland and the United
States, the appeintment of a Trade
Commissionership down here, with a
view to closer trade relations between
the two countries, and trusted that
nothing would be done that. would
militate against eour interests :with
the possible losa of a $20.000,000 cus-
tomer to America, I asked him to
i take up the entire “question with
the Newfoundland Government, point-
ing out that personally I belleved it
pessible to arrive at an agreement
advantageous to all concerned. Hs
promised to give the matter his at-
tention.

My deductions are that it is tﬂe in-
tention of American Government to
protect the fish interests here as well
a3 the other interests of the country.
That they will protect every other
American interest and omit the New
England, Alaska, and Pacific fish
people does not seem logical.™% be-
lieve further that nothing can be
galned, in my humble opinion, by
stern threats of retaliatory measures,
such will only serve to aggravate the
situation, as the Republican Party’s
policy has always been, as you are
aware, in favor of protective tariff
and if we should appear to be in &
too dictatorial attitude our case would
raher be injured than strengthened
by such procedure.

But on the other hand, should all
cordial negotiationg fail to help us
f Commerce Hoo-
ver, who i8 a pracfical business man,
then I would say retaliate with all
the force at your disposal but make
sure you have a more efficacious and
powerful weapon than the simple im-
position of a discriminatory tariff
against American goods entering the
Colony. I am further convinced that
Canada can be of no practieal help
whatever to us in the presemt crisis,
her tariff being preferential and ours
the contrs,ry, moreover as subsequent
events have proven in the anti-dump-
ing section in the Emergency Tariff
Bill Canadian Produets are . very
much taxed, which goes to show that
if Canada could not prevent her own
commodities from being taxed there i3
little hiope of=her influence being very
beneficial a8 far as we are concerned.
Further, since the days of the failure
of the Laurier, Reciprocity Bill, dis-
criminatory tariff against Q(anada’s
products have been a pet. theme of
some of the influential lnteroata of
the Republican Party

' In conclusion, I can only say that

T have exhausted every ¢ t . at
my - disposal and have m.netono ;
.| unturned to present our case in a}

favorable manner before W:

an;: Ii am. deeply’ e&nvinoed that the
e' is opportun r .a - reciprocal

trade arrangemen’t‘ with. this country,

I therefore would advise negotiations

%e entered into. Immed!auly Mr

oover, Secretary of
is the business man of the Admﬂ-—

“ tration and I am sure is prepared to

“

sition.
iy mmuod
JOHN M.

su R. A. Squires,
Prime
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Old

legram.
“Dear sm—s\mly we ought to be'n
most unhappy eofintry. We have: trade
depression, lack of employment and

people hungry. The Governor prevents

us celebrating our birthday and sud-

stitutés amother day as a heliday for

which  we care notlilng. We have no

National ‘Flower. Personally I should

favour the dandelion, whose plant like

our country cannot be downed, whigh,
when boiled is so delightful to eat and |
is so effective in the springtime, whose |

flower, like our people, is so pleasant
to look at, m‘lng ne day, no i

now ocomes aleng Hr.‘Arthu llm

Deputy Colonial Seerstary and tells
us that we have no flag. He must be
right because on June 84th no flag was
flown from the House of Aassembly,
ner in Banmerman Park ner from the
Court House, I do not know whether'
there was or was not one on the ?uy
Hall, Where there were flags flying’ on
the 22nd and pard there were -none on
the 2¢th, The Roman Cathelic Cathe-
dral was bedecked with flagn and the
joy bells rang out, There was a flag
flying from the English Cathedral flag-
‘pole, I 'thank goodness some people
know their business, I was sold by a
supposedly - reputable Water Street
firm, a flag which they said was The
Flag of Nowfoundland. It was thé red
ensign with the Arms of Néwfound-
land in a circle on t*9 red part of the
flag. I like the wording of those Arms. l
“Haee tibi dona fero” "I bring gifts to

thee,” 1t is such a change from re-

celving something. This country ought

to be sick of charity in any ghape-or

form, It {e better to give than to re-

ceive and 80 I like our motto, Why was

there, that day, no 1\&3 on the House of

Ansembly, Is it not dealrable to matll’

in the peoplo love of their country.
Bome editors prate about patriotism
but with the exception of the Telegram
no other editor wrote a line concern-
ing Newfoundland’'s National Day.
Why? Would it not be desi~able that
on that day The Flag of Newfoundland
should be raised on every flng pole,
that the schoolchildren be taught-te
revere their flag and their country like
the children of Canada and America.
Are we not wanted to develop a love
of our country. Are there ulterior mo-
tives? I4ope not. To thine own self be
true. Sq\to thine own country. It may
be that the country has no flag, but
if we have no flag let us’get one. Let
us have a flower, let us haye g day.
Let us be proud that we are Newfound-
landers and that we were borpt in New-
foundland, the fairest _Spot on God's
green earth.
Yours sincerely,

GEQ. W.B, AYRE,

July b6th, 1921, s

“Sincerity In word nd d that is
what makes friends, wins .::;tonon,
grows business, insures success, We
make no claim we cannet substantl-
ate, declare mno we caunot
sh(o)w. ks

ur claim is that Phoratone Comgh
and Cold Cure is the bebt prepantlon
for all kinds of Csughs, Colds, Bron-
chitis, Asthma and various lunx trou-
bles, and to substantiate our claim
we can produce the proof by the sales
we are making. If Stafferd’s Phora.
tone was not what we olafm it to be
why shonld people be continually ask-
ing for a bottle and wholesalers pur-
chasing it in gross quantmea, Phora-
tone is only oné of the many prepar-
i o e g
0 ery ‘large sale

for owing to its dil.l qualities,

n:.r,m\mnasor,
mmmm Mhnd
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'l‘lle Special Sash and Apron

Tllustrated here are the correct regalia with which,
Sir Knights must clothe themselves.

The Cost is as Follows:

For Sash, Apron

and Case $20.00
Sagh only - 15.00
Apron and Case enly 5.00

Sir Knights desiring to obtain re-
galia should order as speedily as pos-
sible, and in every instance prompt
attention will be given to all orders
received.

The Royal Stores, Limited,

Regalia Department

SPECIAL NOTICE

To the Heads of all
Charitable Institutions.

For one week only, dating from Saturday, July 2nd, we
offer to Hospitals, Schools, Orphanages, and other chari-
table organiations in the city any of our stock that can be
utilized for their benefit, at a further 10 p. ¢ reductmn oﬁ' the
already startling ﬁm by - i

e

This stock includes. Calicos, Sheeﬁngs, Shlrhngs, Fl:n- .
nalettes, Hoslen md Bgdmdg in various lines. .

o Tﬂe wonderful m of our gomg-nut-bt hu;imu nlo
iqdi!ecﬂydue to the marvellous valies offered, and for this
monwlthzmmp.c. reduction, we thinkthis opyom-
imiwﬁ ,v_all wo;ﬂ: m !mmodhte attention, -/




