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administration, that is,-if we are to
believe he went out on that ground.
Some Keen Revartee.
Mr:7 Cushing=-Oh, not altogether.
Mr. Cross—Oh, my dfriend. the ex-
mingster oi-%ﬁb‘ “works can fry to
sqte himdgelf' as ‘much  as ‘possible,
but he made that statement today.

Mr. Cushing—The reasons for my
resignation’ arve 'in my letter.

Mr. Cross—The ex ter of public
works has-te may. knowledge, and to
the knowledge @i the members of this
legislature been en g for sev-
eral days to find dut th asons why
he resigned.’ (Laughter.)

Mr. BRennett—The country didn’t
seem to:think he had much trouble.

Mr. Cross—I am always glad to see
my friend, the junior member for Cal-
gary sympathizing with his friends.

Mr. Bennétt—You will hear me sup-
porting: him presently.

Mr. Cross—I have no deubt about
that, and I have no doubt also—but I
thipie 1. shouid not s this:

Mo Begnett—Oh, ‘say it

p Ii€ a béttér repiy
Mr. Cros3—Well going to say
that “T“hope in the 5 Calgary in
ihe next alection.” unlike the last
eleetion, we Wil ‘have entire unanim-
ity #and that we wiil frave both the
senior -and’ juhidr: member * Calgary
eleoted wwithomt any opposition what-
eVET. i
Mx. Bennettr—Hear, hear.

Mz.. Cross, continging: Mr. Speaker,
I think T have dealt long enough with
this matter of specifications. and I
think I have satisfied .this.House that
thespecifications.adopted by the gov-
ernment fgr the Great Waterways rail
way are not such, loosely-drawn speci-
fications as some gentlemen in thi
Housé _would haye us believe. They
have been closely examined by the
b«_? engineers in Canada, and by the
rallway commission. that the honeor-
alfe member for, Sturgeon is so proud
of, and the Saskatchewan government,
and these people haye adopted those
specifications, suxgy- there eannot be
anything very wrong in their being ad-
opted by the government of this pro-
vinee

Shows -it-Was Better Agreement.

The-preprier this afternoon: showed
very ‘et 1y that 18t only was  the
agreement of -the "Gréat Waterways
reffwag 8¢ good "ah’ agreentent ‘as the
agreement” With™ the "Canadian” North-
ern and Grand Trunk Pacific, but he
showed fledfy dgui’“s't Jut wéry ally
the way ??{ WS the gover

c - e ne government se-,
cured a better ‘dgreement from the
Great Watorwiyd railway than from

either of the other sailway.companies:
And T don’t integd, thereiore, to deal
atl any.great ienzth with that matter.
Now: before ¥ :comeé 0 the guestion of
cost of this road let me say that I
would  think the government -have al-
reagdy. been justified in évery respect
in roga‘nl to their railway policy. The
very first thing that convineced me
that oun government were absolutely
right in: adopting an aggressive rail-
way policy and in assisting railways
to,/be wonséructed-in this provoce was
the fact that while the C. P. R. up
to_?hat time had not.been building any
railroads in the provinee, they immedi-
ab&ly.upon the -announcement of ‘the
puqxuer,.begarl te*build theny, and they
built quite a. nuwber, and I was anly
sorny as a citizen.df Edmonton that
they have not built as many in the
northern part of the province as they
have in the southern. We want to
see the C. P. R. build to the Pedece
river, uryl open up that country, and
We a8 eitizensswill all welcome them
when ithey de so,: a I hope it will
be. very . .soon. rstand from the
newspapes’ ‘hat the; 1ly Antend to
build 45 miles of railroad next year
(_1910,)-—1 hope that -is-net correct, but
if:3%is eorrect it shows our policy was
right when  we. decided to encourage
other people to come in and bmild rail-

part of Mr. Bennett, but néverthélest "for the G.T.P., today.
untrue, "I may say in this regard that Jones gives us the cost at 29,135 a
this legislation was prepared aiter, mile, he knows what he is talking
uch thought and eareful considera-| about. There is no man . in - this
tion on the: part of the govermment, | country knows better what it will cost
and in this legislation as in all acts|to build a-raileoad:than Mr. Jenes, 4
of the government everything hps |don’t intend to speak of that ‘country
«wen «oae to protect and safeguard | but with regard to muskegs alone.
th: interusts 6 the peopie of this pro-| Practical men telli me that muskegs
vinee, {Applause.) On the route that]are worse than rock, and' apt to- .be
thiz road will iravel a lange number|very expensive to overcome, so that
of people have settled vp to and all|railway men building in that country
the way from Lac la Biche. The coun-jare likely "to' have many difficulties
try -is thickly populated all over the!that will not be encountered in ordi-
1cute and-thare aré large areas of | nary railway building. The premier
tinber on the line of that road which | showed you today how the Great

-

will ibe available and can be made of
great yalue to the 1¢st of the province,
When this road is completed it will
pen up large arzas of timber on the
Athabaseca river. and not only that,

Waterways Railway are building bet-
tgr than their specifications. ~There
is no reason to question = that state-
ment. ‘There is no reason for the
hon. member for Sturgeon to question

but it will-open up for development a| that statement.
arge minzral territory -where there is Experience in Payments.
0il_ coal, and: asphalt. . The hanks of Now let me come to the point raised
the Athaodaset river for over 100 miles! by the honorable member for Stur-
i= ‘solid asphalt. { geon in regard to paying out this
This road, when it is completed, and | money. The government has this
three or four vears to com-| $7-400,000 to the credit of the provin-
plete, w open up a very rich ter-{cial treasurer, and do mot require to
ritory in this province, and it seems|Pay out one cent unless they see fit,
ne if we are 10 go on growing as a | 2nd I want. to say to the lloPorable
province .we have got to grow in. that member for Sturgeon (Mr. Boyle) that
diréction. Nearly all of the land. if you| the government has a_lr?ady had some
wiil fook at the map today, south of practical experience in dealing with
Edmonton. is nearly all taken either railway comanies in thxs regard: The
/ homesteaders, or by speculators, or G.T.P. have built a line of railroad
by railway companies. There is very | (rom their main line at Tofield to Cam~
e land to be got for homestead in| Fo5€: and further on, and they came
to the government and asked’ to - be
given an advance from the monies in
the banks to the credit of the govern-
ment. What did the government do?

t will ta

tf southern part of the province,
and if this provinee is to go on grow-
ing in population it must-grow by set-

tling the lands in the norther v
tion of the province “,,”): ;>1' I’I}inxlz‘xr) Do we turn up the guarantee of the
el OTLir Y = 3 D lwav? 7 2
ton. Ten thousand people are in ‘)nei(l-T.l, railway? Do we turn up tne
settlement up there, in the constitu-| agreement with the Grand Trunk Pacil-
eney what is called Pakan “‘_h’_‘ “{fic Railway and give them dollar for
three - i €re 4olar, the money to which they are
three or four years ago there were : = o aaa . B h
only three or four hundred p.»ople_}"mlﬂed' No, we say how muC
That will give v . B { money have you put in the road. How
hat will give you some idea how ¥ Vi
the country is filling up For . over much money have you spent Where
ohe- handred. miles north .and north-| 8¢ Your documents and receipts
east of Edmonton it is now settled a‘tr showing what the road eost you? and
thickly as anyw - S after we have that information, our
thickly as anywhere else in the pro-{% ™ rrmten o5 - inbo. - ok
vince and the only market they have%g““rnm(n»t -engmu}: e d Icl then’
is to come to Edmonton, and fruny“nfl then mbp(f?fa 1de qu\, {'«m'hat =
away :beyond * the Athabasca . andj°Rly payment is mage. . nd w
Peace rivers the payment? The G.T.P. got from
. . s noanti ike $200,000 n
Resources Grow With Population. us >0_me.1hmg like $200,000, but I want
And as population gr to tell you when they got thatdamou_m
E 8 n OWS our Tre-|they had nearly $500,000 put down ‘m
venues y i y > | r g b
xmg;ll”f:)“:\c' S,“}l }:nm\ ugd(r the;ﬂ]at road. So that we have not got
e g “m(‘;: re’tlén p"g‘é;%‘l‘l’; to give out the money as th}fy see fit,
4 S re 2venue sav. as e vern-
revenue continues to grow as Our;aml I say, as a nnmbgr of t'ﬁ go :
pcpulation gm“} and - by . .the tim)”mm' that not a dollar wi tgo ou
opul: 7 S,  ar y e el ; r 10 > > aterways
this. province reaches a population of - Kk g eyt t—h( G;(at_ 'y tis-
2,500,000 souls the subsidy will have,Rau\\'ay oTier unhlll \\ehare S{)l e
2,500, souls the subsidy will Y ok 2 s een
reached the-sum of $3,770,000 from 1ne 3‘11(11 }kaﬁhﬁfﬂrl;fhﬁi e )?;w mlet me
Dominion government, so you see the s ial : 3
v g » S0 ) § . s sapecially > w0on
quicker we get the province.settled up (f’hn-”'l mjjrg ,;fgim}'li‘ :(l)wth}:orig(r)ztlb'e
the sooner we will be getting a larger e ’1011) VM{ 'i'it Q e I this Hou:;.
re¥thie to MAnager the aftairs 5f ik member for Sturgeon in this se,
provinee: It seems 3 t?"“g(‘ e | 4hd T want to say to'the members of
) mnce. seems {0 me the govern- 30 ieve there is no
ment would not be doing its duty if we :T}‘l:mlg:;h;n t[};it I}{(?:l::v;ho 11:s \not
did mot offer these people who are do-| gyuring the last few .weeks shown a
:‘I(x’]gl’:h;‘“g:f;n_eeru“.(;r}'c‘ t.f that cpuntry sineere desire to undg*lfstaml these
Gich " H i‘mil‘ l'\v,‘r‘i-‘ _:‘f }Im?;)potrflal: agfeements, these 5])‘1‘C1f10%‘10n$. :;Ed
. s all very we alk| the contracts wich have been made
about no people, no timber or minerals| .. 1 *

A ’ 8| w 1y. And our
and pledging. the credit of the pro- X:E?r:h}iaialb:ﬁ{\ T?ITB?\I 3and w?ill be
vince, because we know ¢ i v R d s 1
0!‘11\" p&égﬁu (}m\;" }‘:f't“ thie’]l;()?r‘dlre mzitj in the future, that there shall be a
forest r-i(‘ r“‘ . ;m S ztn “full and- frank discussion on these
oy ;‘l'lu‘»i ))u C¢ In. that country.! matters as possible, and I am not
» {tp;: the duty of the government to Phmtit g M Smmln’ltg; g m&m;
, 8 y of e : oS : ‘he men
look after the interests of the people gf,r xllgtﬁcllaatir{: I:;Cta gove(rr{gr(r);;rtn tfxat
of this province no matter where they | wo are always right. but what we do
live, whether north, south, east or &y : £ 7 ™
west. and I am getting tired of hear elaim is ithis, and we claim it frmay,

D, 4 ¢ g ear- ses ssi attenti as
ing this talk of north and south, for tg}il‘;}::nth&ct(});e;l;ﬁz;lb(}? ‘}ﬁ;ﬁ?fgl ‘:h:
he ‘south is ah 5 og its gl -
T,‘f' f.'](;'” ! .l. ﬁb}ﬁ to talljﬂrcalr{e of')t.tx}ali agreements with the company, that
- e i“ — now thelihe pest legal advice obtainable was
south pretty well. ‘ obtained, and that everything done in
‘“‘-‘“’-"U”l has -been treated fairly by | connectiod with this matter was done
the government, and there is not an-for the welfare of the citizens of the
other place outside of Calgary that]whole province. But when an attack
raises this' ¥oolish cry or complains { of the nature which we have before us
that the government has ‘not been fairdin this resolution comes, it is time to
to ‘the south; and while a great dealltake thought and ask ourselves seri-
has been dene and a great deal of{ously what it means, not only to us as
{ money has been ‘spent and a great|a legislature, not only to the govern-
deal of - money is going to be speni | jnent, not-only to political parties, but
in the years to come, yet we arefto the people of this province, if a re-
charged today in this city with not|soiation of this kind shall be carried

ways. Some people will tny. to intro-
duge sectionalism into this matter, and

sdy - with .the ex-minister of publie
works that I am somy, if it should be
introduced into the question. I am

proud of the great progress of ‘Calgary, |
and I say. to the. merchants of that |
city that they. more than -any other |

peeple perhaps in this country would
benefit by -the opening up . of the
north. I am informed that even in

the --eity- of ¥dmonton today we re- |

ceive our:groceries from the  whole-
sale houses of Calgary, and I also am
informed that whilé they sell us groe:

eries, we sell them hardware: and 1

thinKthat will alwdys be the case, that |

in certain special lines of ‘commerce
onme—eity—witi -advance ahead of the
otherssAnd I say that te opening up

of this morthern part of the provinee |

n7éans"just’ as mich to the people ‘of

thie séfith vas it ‘re@hs "6 wus in this |

northérn part.. Now, Mr. Speaker, I
would idike to read yoiu a few extraots
of wihat-this north country - is  like,
from a source which will undoubtedly
satisfy you all. My honorable friemd.

the gxanidister of Jpublic works, made
a n[%%’ﬁ!&ie@: Calgiry: I‘:'hlr~
ing the last election. I may say that
this 1s an extspet -irqua 9 verbatim re-
port of the Hen’ Cushing’s
speech delivered Wednesday evening
M 2Tch 10th, in the Bankview Presby-
térian ¢hifreh, Calgary, andé it shows.
ot onily what' hé "thotight ' of . that
country in- the north, 'but what he
thought of the legislation passed by
the lxgislature in regard to’ the Great
Wateryays raibway-—
 ~Bénnétt’'s: Misstatements,

“Not ¥nly hds ‘the gbvernment done
everything to'get failWay #hdilities and
rallway competition into this southern
cquutips dhat it has. done. more. 1t is
as3isting 16 build a road to the north
of Edmonton. A great deal has been
said abauyf the road that is not true.
Mr. Benpetf in a speech the other, ev-
ening refer #0°the act in éonhection
with thé “Liberta™ and Great ‘Water-
ways-railway as hasty and imprudent
legif®tion ard that ‘the road was''to
run ‘whore there wéré no pebple; not
a stick of fimber; no coal; no miner-
als or anything of any kind, and there
is no use pledging the “eredit of the
prrovince to build this road. Now this

having done what we ought to have|in this legislature, and I don’t believe
done for-that city. it-will be, but if it should even -be
Mr. Bennett: Oh, that must have | supported by a number of members—
been a sermon .delivered in thatland I believe myself,~and I would:be
chureh. (Laughter,) sorry to- believe athewise, that the
Mr. Cross: It was, and ‘I’ may $ay]junior member for-Caigary will  vote
that T am of good Scotch Presbyterian with the government on this question.
stock and have been always taught to] He is a man who has, I hope, 100
regard what the -preacher 'said- as{great a love for the credit and fair
truth, and I will say that I do believe | name of this province to vote for a
| ali that this sermon contains. (Laugh- | resolution of the kind as submitted by
ter.) the honorable member for Sturgeon
[ say those ‘words of the ex-minister | (Mx.. Boyle).
| of public works,  absolutely justify Mr. Bennett: Thanks. = (Laughter.)
| every action of the Alberta govern- Disastrous to Province’s Credit.
| ment in connection with its railway Mr. Cross: I am speaking sincerely
{ policy and especially, Mr. Speaker, in| when I say I bélieve I can show him
| connection with = the Atberta and{good reasons for making that state-
Great Waterways Railway. (Renewed{ment. 1 can understand him voting
applause.) against the government, and voting
Will Cost $30,000 Per Mile. that the government had done wrong,
Now, sir, he referred very shortly to| but I cannot understand him voting
| the cost of this road. I have travel-|for a resolution of the kind thé honor-
| led myself by trall from Edmonton to|able member for Sturgeon has intro-
Lac La Biche, and 1 have travelled in [duced. Nothing conld do more hagm
other parts of this province where|to the fair name and the credit of this
railroads have -been built, of which I|province. Eet me read the last part
know the cost, and I have been in-|of the resolution, and. sir, this is the
formed by Mr. Chamberlin. manager <f | part which I think even the. junior
| *he G.T.P., that ‘a railroad Ttunning|member for' Calgary: should _hesitate
|'over a prairie country from Tofield t0 | about before voting in favor of it.
Camrose cost them over $20,000 per “And further resolved, that as the
mile And- I-don’t need.to be an|distancde between Edmonton and Fort
expert engitfeer, I don’t need to be an | MeMurray - is nbt 350 miles, but is
engineer of railroads, but only to be|enly, in direct line, 230 'miles, there
an ordinary man, as other men in this | should be set aside out of the said
House, to go threugh the ountry from, | sum of $7,400,000 a- sufficient sum for
Tofiéld to ©Camrose and say that if |the purpese of constructing said rail-
that road eost over $20,000 a mile the | way from Fdmonton to Fort McMur-
Alberta and Great Waterways ~Rail- | ray in a first-class manner, and ‘by
way will cost $30,000 a mile.. When | whatever route wiil best serve ‘the in-
you get” horth of Edmomton you get|terests of the railway and present as
into a rougher country and -between | well as. possiblefuture settlement,-and
here and-TacLa Biche I had no ques-|the balance of the said sum of $7,400,-
tion in my mind but that it will cost| 000 should be used for constructing a
the company in the neighborhood of/|railway or railways in whatever por-
$30,000 a mile to build their line. The |tion of this province the legisiature
premier gave a statement of Mr.| may determine.”
Jones, our government engineer, and Now what does that mean? As far
I want to say in eonmection with Mr.|as 120 miles of this railroad are con-
Jones that he stands among the high- | cerned, as far as some $2,400,000 are
est engineers in the - Dominion of Can-} concerned,. it means that this legisla-
ada. He worked for the G.T.P. and | ture: men sitting as sane, sensible
had a much higher salary from them | members of the legislature, would ab-
than he receives from us today, but|soluteiy and ruthlessly confiscate that
the company desired to move him to | sum of money which does not belong
Eastern Canada, and he did not wish]te us, but which is held in trust by
te leaye this part of the country, and | us for investors. = I say it is a ter-
it is for this reason he is working for | rible thing to think of. I can under-

is an extraordinary statement on the}the provincial government, and not|stand a vote of want of confidence. I’why the ex-minister of publie works| Mr. Cross—Oh! yes,

honorable member for = Sturgeon

bririging in such a motion, and voting

for it. ”

Mr.  Boyle: Might I ask whose

money we wouid be confiseating?
Bondholders’ ‘Money.

Mr. Cross: I say it would. be thej

they have invested their money for
the purpose of building: 850 miles of
railway; they put up their -money for
that purpese, and 1 say a motion of
this. character has never been passed
by any “constitutional government.in
any part-of the British Empire, and
it would be a disgrace and a shame
if it should happen in this young pro-
vince of Alberta, because without any
question it would ruin the credit of

Calgary saying we are a bad govern-| He said that his deputy minister had
ment and saying we should be put:filed certain specifications, and hehad
out of business, but I cannot believe|gent these specifications to. the pre-
that he would be a party with the|mjer and urged them on “his ‘atten-

in'gion. Now those specfications are ' ernment ownership is one I don’t wish to

money of the -bondholders because‘-I have no quarrel with what Mr, | Sturgeon. During the last legislature I

I am quite sure
And when Mr.|can understand the junior member for'.bpcamo confused about this ques_t_ion.‘ that the ex-Minister of Public Works

needed a little expert railway assistance
fromx the junior member for Calgary.
As to Government Ownership.
How, Mr. Speaker, the question of gov-

what ‘is called the miinute specifiéa-|deai with at great length tonight. I
tions in oonnection with the building |-don’t think the government of this pro-
of a railway, and deal with’ matiers|vince or the legislature will stand for
which are dealt with by railway com:- government ownership as outlined by the
panies in treating with contraoctors. resolution of the honorable member for

Chalmers or Mr. Stocks said in’this | think the poliC_\‘ of guaranteeing the
regard, but I want to say that that bonds of railway companies, and allow- |

is ‘where the minister of public. works | ing private ownership by railway eom-l

gram. A question was -asked in the
House. I asked Mr. Woods to answer 1it.
and he did so. Then I said to him in
order verify your answer, you had
better wire Mr. Minty and accordingly
he wired for a verification. Those ura
the mysterious facts about that matter
The honorable member for Sturgeon sayy
why did we guarantee the bonds of the
whole 350 miles. I will tell him why,
we were anxious to have that railroad
built and completed at once, and ths
company had four years in which to
build, and if they were going to tak
that four years time, we cesfainly woulu
not have guaranteed allt heir bonds, but

econfused himself.- He was confused
in his own mind between the general
specifications, which are the kind the
government adopted by order in coun-
cil, ‘and ' ithe - minute specifications

panies Wa:‘; gdopted. We were the first | they said they were ready to go on, and
g})‘”nm‘*’“i‘}“ C‘}""‘d“ to go in for pub- lbuild the whole railway immediately, :o0
lic ownership- of t‘li’DhO“e_S- We have | e guaranteed for the full amount, and
already government creameries and there | 35 5 result the railway will be built

is some talk about a government pork fmuch within the original time suggested,

every hond in Alberta today. (Ap-
plause.) - I would like the House to
consider for a moment what would
happen if this government had to bor-
row money, or if the City of Edmon-
tom, or the City of Calgary, went to
a foreign market to sell their bonds,
after this resolution was passed. 1
would ask you to consider what would
happen shouid  the treasurer of Ed-
monton or Calgary, or any other town

foreign money market 40 float a loan.
It would be asked: ““Where do Yyou
come. from,”’ and they would reply,
we come from the Province of Alberta,
the legislature of which met and pass-
ed certain definite and well-defined
legislation in one year, and th ne)':t
year they met together again 1n
solemn manner and enacted further
legislation - which confiscated the
money of those people who had put it
up on the strength of the former legis-
Jation.
Mr. Bennett: Confiscate from whom
Mr. Cross: From the bondholders.
Mr. Bennett: They still have the
guarantee of the province. i
Mr. Cross: Yes, but my friend will
agree with me when I say that only
as far as the 230 miles is concerned.
is this reasonable, but as far as 120
miles it is absolutely unreasonablé,
because the: resolution. says the bal-
arice of the money shall lbevused for
constructing a; railway or railways 10
whatever portion of the province iué
legislature may determine. A
Mr. Bennett: All that resolution
says is this, first that this province
has committed itself to an expenditure
of $7,400,000; secondly that this pro-
vince expropriate the rights of the
ccmpany .and build the road itself
ccmplete; ansd thirdly that the balance
of the moneynshould be expended in
railway development in this provinee.
The bond ietill outstanding.
Obtained for Definite Purpose.
Mr. Cross: Granting for argument
what you say is true, this amount of
$7,400,000 Was obtained for the pur-
pose of building a defmite and de-
fined projecty such as that as has been
undertaken; such as is set out in the
Act of Incorporation in the legislation
«i:this province, 350 miles of rail-
rcads to be built in a certain way, and
1n a certain sdirection, and this legis-
luture by this reselution would ceme
ajong and say.we will take the money
away from that.purpose, and put "%
in . another railroad in another part
of the country.. Now I submit that
such a motion; if carried, would do
very. grevious harm to this province.
The province of British Columbia for

trouble in connection with their. gov-
ernment, and as a result of their fre
ouent change of governmer*s. wd the
condition of public affairs in that res-
pect. the credit of their county suf-
f.-ed, and I say that if a resv.xhon
¢f this character was pass -» by this
1 gislature, it would be the worst Ll =
that «could possibly happen ta the pro;
vince of Alberta; and ¥ -say this wah
all due consideration. I do thiri that
a good deal of this eriticism which has
been made by the thonerable member

company could very well have been
left over until next year, when the
ecompany had ample opportunity cf
building. He has spoken .at great
length in connection with the delay in
building, and said that-the govern-
ment should not have guaranteed the
bonds if they were not ready fo build
immedidtely. I am very sorry indeed
that more goad was mnot built .is
summer, but T say to him that gov-
ernments can not always have every-
thing theéir ewn’ way, and. we cannot
have everything to suit us. The Dom-
inion goveramient in 1908 guaranteed
the Edmohton, Yukon and Pacific
road at' $25;000 a mile, and ‘it is not
built ' #6day. 8o I do not think any-
one can elaim that we have been too
negligent: ing'that respect. Now let
me cdmia ‘t& clause 20. which is the
clause apofi. which thé “mémber for
Sturgeon bases his contention that tae
government have the power to take
over this railroad, and I hope possib-
ly to convince him. although Sir, I
am beginning to give up hope of evar
being able to convince him of any-
thing, that the government have no
power under that legislation to take
cver the railroads at the présent time.
The clause of the Act reads as follows:

20. “The government shall have the
option of purchasing the entire un-
dertaking of the company, including
all rights, franchises, powers, real
and personal property connected with
the said railway at any time for the
then fair value thereof as a going
concern, such optiont however, not be
assignable by the government.”

May Purchase Railway.

In other words when this railroad
is completed and is a going concern, if
the people of this provinee saw fit they
could purchase and take over this
railroad. The contention of the hon-
orable member for ‘Sturgeon has plain-
ly been that it is.not a going concern,
and yet he wants to confiscatd it.at
the prese; e. a2t
Now, * I want to come. back o
this matter,ef specificatiohs.  for T
think I will be able to show parfially

in this province, if they went to any !

which the eompany had brought down packing plant. Something has been said
within the last few days, and upon |to the effect that we exceeded our pow-
which we have the opinion of our ers in c:mnectlc'm with the‘arrangmuents
engineer, Mr. Jones, that these speci- of the Great Waterways railway, Isay on |
Soations. iniconnedtion with the-mmin-jthe part of ‘the government -that.there |
ute works' are better than the gpeci-| "8 nothing done’ by the = government
fentions wisiolr+: the ex-miniater ‘of | #ince the legislation of last session that,
public-works recommended to the pre-| ¢ Were not justified in doing, had not
: . : the power to do; had not the right to do, |
mier of this province. X et we did mot @0, in th blic in. |
Mr Cushing: Where are they? When | 20 that wo did not co, 1% the pub o ‘n-
did vou see -thém ¥ terests in ‘connection with that legxs!a-
e 3 s y he member for
Mr. Cross: We have them here. We t‘lon.. ! W.I:h to S";‘ﬂ toqt I don’t think
got them a féw ‘days ago; and why bﬁ\lxggon (Ahf. Boy e) who <ont tx»m
Shold "we Bot? 1 say ‘to Alie ex-min- will dispute it that in his own constitu-
% S 4 ency the people welcome the coming of
ister of public’ works .t},\ap he should the Great Waterways railway, and I
havg read the legislation be.tterA think it was largely due to our policy m
'S?ctum 13 of the Alberta and Great that regard that the honorable member :
Waterways ac(; g, A for Sturgeon was honored with an elec-
s Se'ctl!on Th|rtee_n. tion in that constituency by acclamation
: Spct_mn 13. “The 14»catton,_ grades, | ot the time of the last election. He
the widths and slopes of cuttings and | fought hard for the government, and I
Pmbzmkmontj\'_ 'tho plans of bridges, | palieve fought believing that the policy
culverts, buildings and 0;her' struc- | o¢ the government was right in connec-
tu’,rfs'at‘r];(;’ ‘t‘;lelgh{ t"m,? S‘f’(‘tt}]on of “‘Oli;tion with-all mattesr brought to his at-
rails, other details of the proposed | tention.
construction of the railway mentioned, ¢ Now I want to say in connection with
shall be subject to inspection and. ap-|the resignation of the Minister of Pub-
proval by the government engineer|}jc Works that while he has today said
béfore the commencement of the works | 3 good deal about his differences of opin-
as well as aftvr completion.” tion he never at any time honu:l:? me
That1 F(*Ctl()_!; does not Iref(’rtto the! with any information which would show
general gpecifications. t refers to!that he was not at one with the govern-
the ‘minuu- speciﬁ{:a}-ions, which are!ment in connection with this railway
st - <y P v rore A g xS
1 X~ Ste! udlilc’ WOTkKS one. was present at a cabinet meet-
has confused: with the general speeci-|ing at which he was present, and as the
fications. He was ‘bringing to the pre-| Premier said at which the Orders in
mier the minute specifications which | Council were passed, and I was not
ﬂl‘Pﬁr(‘gdmrj‘d by S;GF'UOD 13, and h:; aware of any dissatisfaction on his part|
confus these in his own mind with|until he resigned his seat. From the|
tltlle general specifications, which were | 7th of October until the day he went out‘
adopted by tha government, and|of the government, there was no infima-
E’him}h \\'(e\'rv the same as were adopted | tion to the government that he was not
v the Canadian Northern. I say it|at one with us. He sat day by day with |
is a matter of regret that the ex-min-|{us in the council, without saying one|
istér of public works did not under- | word- about his dissatisfaction. :
stand the legislation which he, as 2| Mr. Bennett—What toock place in;
mleml:r of the govarnment had pass-| meetings of Council should -not be di-
ed. Section 13 says that as to these|vulged.
minute works they shall be subject Mr. Cross—I agree with the junior
to the inspection of the government|member for Calgary entirely, but I am
engineer . before the commencement|sorry to°say that a gentleman who has
of the. works, and they are being in-]1been a member of the Council has not
speetad- by ‘our government engineer|observed the same rule. Ilea\}-‘. gir, \tlh_nt
today, and he says they are better|day by day in the Council the ex-Min-
epecifications than those that the]ister of Public Works sat with us pre-
honorable ex-minister of public works | paring legislation for the session, and he
reilroad engineers brought down. I|gave no intimation that he was not at

| draft agreement enclosed in Mr. Cush- | of the matters which the honorable mem-

a great many years had a good deal of=

tof prey, I want to say  to .him and

for Sturgeon in connection with this

shink I have made myself clear on'one with the government, until the eve
that point and I think there is noof this session.

answer to that argument. I-think A Suspicious Mind.

that the premier dealt at full with the | - Now let me take up very shortly some

ing’s letter, so I will not attempt to ber for Stuligeon referred to.A Hsl scems
discuss that matter. Now Mr. Speak- to have a mind of a very suspicjouschar-
er, I want to say that it was a-mat- | 2cter, and full of deep mystery. If the
ter of personal regret to me that the Premier ‘\:mte a letter to anybody and
honorable the ex-minister of public |2 copy of it was found on the file of my
works (Mr. Cushing) today in tnis deparhnenti something was Wrong. 'Ih("‘re
House, made rather an insinuating|Yas something very mysferious a}.)()“t.lt'i
statement regarding myself and when T refer to Mr. (1‘al-kc% s letter. 1\0?}11.11513
he begins to compare me with a bird{¥? wrong with it, th that a cop{ was
found on my file. Now, I offer you a
sugestion which I think is the true ex-
H]lnnution. that my depufy revised the .<t
ter to Mr. Clarke before it was sent, ane
l+he copy was maturally fft on the £~
of my department. I had not seen the
file myself.

The Premier—Why, Fou will find quite
a few communications from my Depart-
ment in the files of the Public Works
Department.

Mr. Cross—I want to. point out to the
members of this house, to the honorable
member for Sturgeon, and to the ex-Min-

(say it to his face, that I am not afraid
to compare my character with his ‘n
any shape or form. . I want to say to
him that my honor and my good name
is just as sacred to me as ig that of
any man in this House. and I want
further to say to him, Sir, that if he
has any charge of any kind in con-
nection with the administration of the
affairs of this country to make against
me, 1 ask him to do it as a mnan, and
not to make insinuations of the char-
goter which e has. I gon's ntend i | Tir of Fublic Works, that the ex Min
B 5 T o 1nis tj of pu 1¢1ister of Public Works knew about that
ok this house tiiat TfSIgie )10 mgmb?h. letter to Mr. Clarke. Thak the letter was
occasion for 80 doilncrl Ier[«. C(’mis trey “hows o b ginclegre gy eI
t 1‘",1 ith “hix g am I“Vrbl"‘rf’d state further that when the negotiations
o0 deal wi 1im, and deal with him | were opened with the company at first
blow for blow, the Minister of Public Works was Min-
Mr. Bennett: Is that a threat? ister of Railways in this Government,
Mr. Cross: Not at all, just a mild|ang it was not until after the Statute
suggestion. e Law Amendment Law was passed that
1 .Mr. Cross continuing : The ex-min-|he gave up that office and it was taken
1ster of public works stated that the|over by the Premier.
first he heard of the premier’s tak‘ng| Mr. Cushing—How much did he have
over the 'affairs in connection with{to do with the negotiations.
railways in the province into his own Mr. Cross—I say. he the ex-Minister of
ha’?ds, was when he heard it in the | Public Works had everything to do with
legislature. I want to say to him, Sir,| them then. For two days Dr. Waddell
that the premjor of -this province an-|and his engineers threshed out that mat-
nounced it at an interview at which | ter. 1
he was present, or at least it was at| Mr. Cushing—I say. the Minister of
a council meeting where it was ‘sug-{ Public Works had nothing to do with it.
gested that the premier should mpake| Mr. Cross—And I say he was Minister
an announcement as to the railway|of Railways at that time and had every-
pclicy of the administration, and that | thing to do with it, and for two days his
policy was to be taken charge of by |engineers threshed out that matter with
the premier’s department. He says|Dr. Waddell
1.1(‘ did not see it wuntil he saw it|  Mr. Cushing—T never saw the letter
in  the papers two days befors|until I saw it here.
the e.nd of last session, and I say that he His Enthusiasm Cools.
saw it in the papers three weeks before| Mr. Cross—Possibly another  peculiar
that time. He said today that the first|lapse of memory.
intimation he got was when the Statute| Mr. Cross continuing—The honorable
Law- Amendment Act was brought down, | Member for Sturgeon has great faith in
whereas it was in the public newspapers|the part of the country south of Lac La
some two or three weeks before that date.| Biche. I believe he has almost as much
In regard to another matter he made a | f2ith in it as 1 have, but I want to point
statement, and if his statement in this|out to you that south of Lac La Biche is
respect. is to be considered as showing his | the part of the country that he repre-
knowledge on railway matters, well and|sents, and when he gets further north,
good. The honorable gentleman criti-|and he gets into the constituency of the
cised the specifications because he said | honorable mémber for Athabasca, his en-
that the minimum curvature was to be|thusiasm cools off. 1 see nothing to be
B degrees. Am I correct in that? (turning]criticised in connection with the fact
to Mr. Cushing). Because T do not wish of the Bill of Incorporation being intro-
to misquote. Did he say that the mini- | duced into the legislature by the Prem-
mum gqurvature was to be 6 degrees un-|ier of this Province. I suppose members
der the specifications? He did say that|of the government do not usually intro-
the' minimum curvature was to be 6 de-{duce private -bills, yet I think T have
grees. " Tf this Mmay be taken as a good | introduced private bills, and I think
example of the rest of his criticism it is|every member of the government has!
abéslutety - valueless. * Of course gnyone | geon has tried to make a good deal out of |

was Teglly said' was this. a telegram sent by the Deputy Atterney

wae what he should have said.

‘and probably within two years. Now

let me deal shortly with this letter from
Mr. Clarke of the Great Waterways rail-
way to the Government. The Govern-
ment have absolutely nc apology to make
in connection with this agreement. Tt

‘was made in good faith, the Province

was protected in every respect,  every-
thing was done in accordance with the
Act passed by the Parlimment last ses-
sion. Now 1 see nothing wrong in a
railway company attacked in the manner
this company has been attacked, writing
and saying .thatin order to protect their
own financial interests, that they would
show the people of this Province and
of this legislature, that they were a bona

i ide company in every resepct. And it

only verifies what the Governmentknew
about : these promoters, that they were
bona fide people, here to glo business, and
do it in a proper manner (Mr. Cross then
read from Mr. Clarke’s letter) showing
that the company were willing, if neces-
sary to put up a million dellars for se-
curity). What is wrong with that? There
is absolutely nothing wrong with it. The
railway company came forward and said
certain people state that we are only a
company only having $50,000 capital, and
this, that, and the other sort of thing.
We are willing to show the people and
the legislature of this province, and no
matter what reason any member may
have had for dissatisfaction before in
connection with the arrangements, he
can certainly have none now, because we

i will leave~one million ~ dollars in the

treasury of this province as an absolute
guarantee that we shall do everything,
and carry out the undertaking.

Mr. Cushing—How mush of their own
money are they putting in?

Mr. Cross—They expect to put up some-
thing like $10,000 a mile in addition 10
the bond guarantee.

Mr. Bennett—I am afraid their expec-
titions will not be realized.

Mr. Cross—My honorable friend does
not know the country through which
they are building, or he would know :t
will cost ¢them more than that. Now ‘he
honorable member for Sturgeon hasbeén
discussing the acts of the government 'n
depositing the bond of the guarantee
with the J. P. Morgan company. All I
say is this, that if we cannot as a gov-
e*nment trust the greatest financiers in
the United States with the deposit of
the bonds, there is no one in the United
States or in this country that “we can
trust. . The government took ample safe-
guards in that respect and the money
is now in the banks in the City of Ed-
monton, showing that the trust we plac-
ed in Pierpont Morgan was not misplac-
ed. My friend says that this railway be-
gins nowhere and ends nowhere. Is (t
possible he as a citizen of Edmonton
will say to the people of this country,
that this railway which begins in this
City begins mowhere. It begins in his
own city, a city that will be one of the
greatest in this Dominion of Canada.

Mr. Boyle—The honorable member is
misquoting. I refer to the plans and
profile which have been deposited and if
he will take a look at them, he will see
it commences nowhere and erds nowhere.

Is Four Miles Out Nowhere

Mr. Cross—And I would say to him
thateven if it started three or four miles
from the post office in the city of Edmon-
ton, it will not be long before this ocity
is round about their terminals. The hon-
orable member refers to this road as a
prairie road ,a good deal of it runs

through his own constituency, and I ven-

ture to say that when he came, as he
often came, to the Minister of Puyblio
Works, for grants towards roads and
bridgs, he did not then describe this
country in his constituency as merely
prairie country. (Applause and laughter).
I venture to say he described the coun-
try as much rougher, but now he wants
to give this House a different impression
teday.

I have spoken, Mr. Speaker at much
greater length than I intended, but T
want to say, sir, in conclusion that the
government having as we had absolute
faith in that_north country, and having
as we have great faith in it today, and
recognizing as we do, the great heritage
which God has given to us-as citizens of
this country in this part of the Province
of Alberta, and knowing the conditions
of affairs that existed in this Province
at that time, and which still exist today

‘lin the north, knowing not only what -t

means to southern Albera, but also to
northern Alberta, and the City of Ed-
monton, we did, what has been done 'n
connection with railway matters, in the
best intevests of this province. And, sir,
whatever may happen in time to come,
I have no fear of any judgment that may
be passed by future generations upon
our actions in this matter. We felt it ‘o
be our-duty to get this railway to Fort
IcMurray at the earliest possible mo-
ment. I expect to see the day when Fort
McMurray will be the -third largest eity
. this provinee. I believe there are

copper mines alone in that country ca-

pable of paying every dollar of money
put 1nto that railroad. many times over.
I helieve that there will be in that ceun-
try as big a city as the City of Butte to
the scuth of us. 1 have-every confidence
in the resources, both mineral and agri-
cu! urai, of that country, and I want

to sar, Mr. Speaker, to the Members of

th's Legislature, and to everyone with .x'!
confidence that ¥ am not ashanfed of

would see by the spetifications that what|geon has tried to makea good dealout of ; any railway policy that this governme-'

has laid down, or of anything that [

«M¥. Bennett—The maximum curyature Gencyal asking whe their company were. | hay> doae in connectior with that 'egis-
I can tell you the facts about that tele-llation. (Prolonged applause.)
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