
X

2 TÎ't1*13 --------- . . ---------- ------------------------—----- -—--------- :------ -------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- --------------- —---------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------—

**I
m1.1C. W. Cross’ Speech in 1he A. & 1

___

G.W. Agreemen
L——•_i jb. _ _ r." ' ^ ■'

,t Delkalte
administration, that is, ii we are to 
believe he went out on that ground.

-d)i ■». Seme Keen Repartee.
Mr. CushiHg-^-Oh, not altogether.
Mr. Cross—Oh, my friend, the ex 

miélster ai- ,"Belt)lie ' works can try to 
eqhhVe fiinfseff1 as mu<* as possible, 
but he made that statement today.

Mr. Cushing—The reasons for my 
resignation are in my letter.

Mr. Cross—The ex-minister of public 
works has to w: knowledge, and to 
the knowledge of the members of this 
legislature been endeavoring for sev
eral days'to find Out the reasons why 
he resigned. ' <Lntighter.)

Mr. Bennett—The country didn’t 
seem tpthiok he had much trouble.

M,r. Cross:—I am always glad to see 
my friend, the junior member for Cal
gary sympathizing with his friends.

Mr. Bennett—You wiM hear me sup
porting him .presently.

Mr>:.Gro3S—I have no doubt about 
that, and I have no doubt also—-but I 
think,I should not ,-ay this,

1^17 Bÿflbett—Oh-.’sàÿ'it/ it will give 
, me abetter reply.

Mr. Orris*—Well. I was going to saiy 
that T*bope In rhre city»! Calgary hi 
tifé'"BextT etNction; '"unlike the last 
election, we WnTl1 have entire unanim- 
tty.t-and that we will have both the 
seHibr and'juiiidr-member lor Calgary 
elected .Without any opposition what
ever. , -

Mr. Bennett—Hear, hear.
Mt.vCross, continuing : Mr. Speaker 

I think I have dealt long enough with 
this matter of specifications and I 
think I have satisfied .this House that 
the [specifications -adopted by the gov
ernment fqr the Gregt Waterways rail 
way are flpt such.hjpsely-dirawn speed- 
ncatioas as sonie gentlemen in this 
Hoùsé would have, us believe. They 
have been closely examined 'by the 
best engineers in Canada, and by the 
r'LÜw.^y_oommjssion. that ffii.e honor- 

men^bur for. Sturgeon is -so proud 
of,, apd thé Saskatchewan government, 
arid these people have adopted those 
specifications, xurijly there cannot be 
anything ,vçry wrong in .their ibeing ad
opted by the government of this pro
vince.

Shows it- -Was Better Agreement.
Tbç-y Witsrnx this -afternoon, showed 

very1 ch-lrlr' tn'it. rtqf Only was the 
agreement of “tire "Gréât Waterways 
raflk aÿ as good 'ah agreement as the 
agreement vfftlV'the Canadian North
ern and Grand Trunk Pacific^ but he 
show^Ç AyMV dut Wtytinflg-
the way in wmch the government ae 
cured a better agreement from the 
Great Waterways railway than from 

fedmf-thfc nther -taiiLway -armfiaaiea. 
And I -lbn't inti-qd, tiierex-ore, to deal 
at any.great length with that matter. 
How before I come to the question of 
cost of this road let me say that I 
wppdd . think the government-have al
ready been justified in every respect 
in regard to their railway policy. The 
very first thing that convinced me 
that pun government were absolutely 
right in adopting an aggressive rail
way policy anti in assisting railways 
tfii.be ifloitstruicted in -this provnee Was 
the fact that while the C. P. K. up 
to that time had not.been building any 
railroads in the province, they immedi
ately upon the announcement of the 
püemier^.began to-tsiild'theny, and they 
built quite a. number, and I was only 

, Sony as a citizen. df Edmonton that 
they have not built as many in the 
northern part of the province as theV 
have in the southern. We want to 
see the C. P. B. build to the Perfce 
river, and open up that oountry, and 
Wt aa citizens, twill ail welcome them 
when .they do so,: and I -hope it will 
be, very -soon. I understand from the 
newspaper <hat they only .intend to 
build 45 miles of railroad next year 
(Httft.)—I hope that t»- not correct, -but 
iflit is correct it shows our policy was 
right when -we-decided' to .encourage 
other people to come in and build rail
ways. Some people will try to intro
duce sectionalism into this matter, and 
I say with the ex-minister of public 
works that I am sorry if dt should be 
introduced into the question. I am 
PffflMl of the great progress of -Calgary, 
UUd I say, to the, merchants of that 
city that they, more than any other 
people perhaps in this country would 
benefit by - the opening up . of the 
north. I am informed that even in 
the -eity of -Edmonton today we re
ceive Our groceries from the whole-, 
sale houses of C-lgary,'and I also am 
informed that while they sell us groc
eries, We sell them hardware, and I 
ttillelfUhat Will always be the case, that 
in certain special ’lines of "commerce 
one city- wifi advance ahead of the 
other: --Anri I say that te opening up 
oï this northern part Of the province 
njëaiïs "ÿist as milch to ffue people of 
tffe edttfh ’as 'it tWeehs tô ns in this 
northern part. Now. Mr. Speaker, I 
would -like to read yod1 a few-extracts 
ot -what this north country is like, 
from a source which wiM undoubtedly 
satisfy you all. My honorable friend. 
the works, ipade

ing the last election. I may say that 
tlliis is an extwtet fi-ooa Vyerbatim re
port of the Hen.- W. H. Cushing’s 
speech delivered Wednesday evening, 
March 10th, in the Bankview Presby
terian chdrch, Calgary, an* it shows. 
nm only what hé ' thought of that 
country in the north, 'but what he 
thought of the legislation passed by 
the législature in regartd to" the Great 
Waterways railway-— •

' Misstatements.
‘ Nut ftrify has die government done 

everything toget toilWay fa'dilities and 
railway competition into this southern 
equalise HMH It ima-doae more. It is 
assisting to Build a road to the north 
of Edmonton. A great deal has been 
said aibâsjf .efjberfoad that is not true. 
Mr. Benpett in.a speech the other ev- 
ening redémW'tiiHfJiç act in connection 
with tbe .vM^-rfs anil Great1 "Water
ways -railway es hasty anti imprudent 
legiSHrtfdp arid that the road was to 
run ere there we'ré hopeipfle^ not 
a stick of timber ; no coal ; no miner
als or anything of any kind, and' there 
is no use pledging the credit of the 
prrovince to buüd this road. Now this

part of Mr. Bennett, but nevertheless rfor the G.T.P., today. And when Mr. 
untrue. I may say in this regard that ; Jones gives us the cost at 28,135 a 
this legislation was prepared after 
much thought and careful considera
tion on. the part of the government,
and in this legislation as in all acts 
of Hhe government everything bps 
been done to protect and safeguard 
th: interests bif the people of this pro
vince. (Applause.) On the route that 
this road- wiïl iravel a lange number 
of people have settled- up to and all 
the way from Lac la Biche. The coun.- 
tiy is thickly populated adl over the 
ltute and thsre are large areas of 
timber on the line of that road which 
will be available and can be made of 
great value to the rest of the province. 
When this road is completed it will 
epe n up large areas of timber on the 
Athabasca river, and not only that, 
but it will open up for development a 
large mineral territory where there is 
oil co.al and .isphalt. The banks of

can understand the junior member for i became confused about this question, j that the ex-Minister of Public Works

mile, he knows what he is talking nient and saying we should -be put 
about. There is no man in this out of business, but I cannot believe 
country knows better what it-will epat that he would be a party with the 
to build a railroad than ..Mr. Janes. 1, .honorable member for Sturgeon in 

id to speak of that country bring!

Calgary saying we ate a bad govern^] He said- that his deputy minister had]
filed certain specifications, and he had 
sent these specifications to the pre
mier and urged them on his atten

dons intend to speak 
but with regard to -muskegs alone. 
Practical men tell me that muskegs 
are worse than rock, and" apt to be 
very expensive to overcome, so that 
railway men building in that country 
are likely to have many difficulties 
that will not be encountered in ordi
nary railway building. The premier 
showed you today how the Great 
Waterways Railway are building bet
ter than their specifications. There 
is no reason to question that state
ment. There is no reason for the 
hon. member for Sturgeon to question 
that statement.

Experience in Payments.
Now let me come to the point raised

the AttiaDJSet rivir for over TOO miles ! by the honorable member for Stur-
is solid asphalt.

This road, when it is completed, and 
it will take three or four years to com
plete, will open up a very rich ter
ritory in this province, and' it seems 
to ne if we are to go on growing as a 
province .we have got to grow in. that 
direction. Nearly all of the land, if you 
will look at the map today, south Of 
Edmonton, is nearly all taken either 
by homesteaders, or by speculators, or 
by railway companies. There is very 
little land to be got for homestead in 
tii*- southern part of the province, 
arid if "this -province is to go on grow
ing in population it must grow by set
tling tile lands in the northern por
tion of the province north of Edmon
ton. Ten thousand people are in one 
settlement up there, in the constitu-

geon in regard to paying out this 
money. The government has this 
$7,400,000 to the credit of the provin
cial treasurer, and do not require to 
pay out one cent unless they see fit, 
and I want to say to the honorable 
member for Sturgeon (Mr. Boyle) that 
the government has already had acme 
practical experience in dealing with 
railway oomanies in this regard. The 
G.T.P. have built a line of railroad 
from their main line at Tofield to Cam 
rose, and further on, and they came 
to the government and asked* to be 
given an advance from the monies in 
the banks to the credit of the govern
ment. What'did the government do? 
Do we turn up the guarantee of the 
G.T.P. railway? Do we turn up tne 
agreement with the Grand Trunk Paci
fic Railway and give them dollar for

thrL dollar, tin; money to which they are
entitled. No, we say how muchthree or four years ago there

Thftwm °r l0Ur hundred. , PC7le' ! monThaveTou put to the'road. How 
That will give you some idea how ! ™uchymoney have you spent Where
the country !s fihng up For over,™ documents and receipts
eas\ £fU Ftii^nro i itfj*'1 showing what the road cost you? and
twirif Edmonto° 11 13 now settled as fte 7 have that information, our 

I”6 l ln.nhe J"0- government engineer goes into it,
ro °i?Jy th7 ?ave and then inspelts the road, and then

is to come to Edmonton, and from ■ a™a menf is made. And what is
p!=L the Athabasca and the" payment? The G.T.P. got from

us something like $200,000, but I want 
to tell you when they got that amount 
they had nearly $500,000 put down n 
that road. So that we have not got 
to give out the money as they see fit, 
and I say, as a member of the govern
ment, that not a dollar will go out

Peace rivers.
Resources Grow With Population.
And as population grows our re

venues grow. You know under the 
Autonomy Act as our population 
grows we get more revenue and the
revenue continues to grow as our u ___ ___ ___ _______
population grows, and by the time ÔTthàt m<Miey to the Great Waterways 
this province reaches a population of j Ra;lway Company until we are satis-
O Fl/lfl AAfl o/\»ln Ihn —.111 l> m■■ — ! _ - —- — —- *1 .1 1- ——2,500,000 souls the subsidy will have 
reached the sum of $3,770,060 from me 
Dominion government, so you see the 
quicker we get the province settled up 
the sooner we will be getting a larger 
■revenue to manager the affairs of the 
province. It seems to me the govern
ment would not be doing its duty if we 
did not offer these people who are do
ing the pioneer work of that country 
some relief in the way of transporta
tion. It is all very well to talk 
about no people, no timber or minerals 
and pledging the credit of the pro
vince, because we know there are not 
only people, but vast mineral and 
forest resources in that 
(Applause.)

It is the duty of the government to 
look after the interests of the people 
of this province no matter where they 
live, whether north, south, east or 
west, and, I- am getting tired of hear
ing this talk of north and south, for 
the south is able to take care of itself 
as far- as I know, a-nd I know the 
south pretty well.

The south -has -been treated fairly by 
the government, and there is not an-

fied that dollar for dollar has been 
put in the railway. Now, let me 
come more especially to the motion 
which was made by the honorable 
member for Stargeon in this House, 
arid I want to say to the members of 
the House that I believe there is no 
member in this House who has not 
during the last few weeks shown a 
sincere desire to understand these 
agreements, these specifications, and 
the contracts wioh have been made 
with the railway company. And our 
desire has been, is now, and will be
in the future, that there shall be a 
full and frank discussion on these 

country. | matters as possible, and I am not 
‘ questioning the sincerity of any mem

ber in that respect. The government 
do not claim, as a government, that 
we are always right, but what we do 
claim is this, and we claim it firmly, 
that the closest possible attention was 
given to the matter of making the 
agreements with the company, that 
the best legal advice obtainable was 
obtained, and that everything done in 
eonnectic* with this matter was done 

t for the welfare of the citizens of the 
other place out-side df Calgary that | whole province. But when an attack 
raises this -foolish cry or complains i of the nature which we have before us 
that the government has'not been fair] in this resolution comes, it is time to

tion. Now those speefioations are 
what is called the minute specifica
tions in connection with the building 
of a railway, and deal with matters 
which are dealt with by railway com
panies in treating with contractors.
I have no quarrel with what Mr. 
Oh aimers or Mr. Stocks said in this 
regard, but I -want to say that that 
is where the minister of public works 
confused himself. He was confused 
in his own mind! between the general 
specifications, which are the kind the 
government adopted! by order in coun
cil, and the minute specifications 
which the company had brought down 
within the last few days, and upon 
which we have the opinion of our 
engineer, Mr. Jones, that these speci
fications in connection with the min
ute works are better than the speci
fications which the ex-minister of 
public works recommended to the pre
mier of this province.

Mr .'Cushing: Where are they? When 
did you see them

Mr. Cross: We have them. here. We 
got them a few days ago ; and why 
should we not? I say to the ex-min
ister of -public works tiiat he should 
have read the legislation better. 
Section 13 of the Alberta and Great 
Waterways act says:

Section Thirteen.
-Section 13. "The location, grades, 

the widths and slopes of cuttings and 
embankments, the plans of bridges, 
culverts, buildings and other* struc
tures, the weight and section of iron 
rails, and other details of the proposed 
construction of the railway mentioned, 
shall be subject to inspection and ap
proval by the government engineer 
before the commencement of the works 
as well as after completion.”

That section does not refer to the 
general specifications. It refers to 
the minute specifications, which axe 
a different proposition entirely and 
which the ex-minister of public works 
has confused with the general speci
fications. He was 'bringing to the pre
mier the minute specifications which 
are required by section 13, and he 
contused these in hie own mind with 
the general specifications, which were 
adopted by the government, and 
which were the same as were adopted 
by the Canadian Northern. I say it 
is a matter of regret that the ex-min
ister of public works did1 not under
stand the legislation which he, as a 
member of the government had pass
ed. Section 13 says that as to these 
minute works they shall be subject 
to the inspection of the government 
engineer before the commencement 
of the. works, and they are being i-n- 
speêt'ïjl by our government engineer 
today, and he says they are better 
specifications than those that the 
honorable ex-minister of public works 
railroad engineers brought down. I 
think I have made myself cllear on 
that point and I think there is no 
answer to that argument. I think

-------------- - ; . . that thé premier dealt at full with the
-n a certain direction, and: this legis-j dla^ agreement enclosed in Mr. Cush- 
It.titre by this resolution would come jn,g’s p-tier, so I will not attempt to

bringing in such a motion, and voting 
fbr it.

Mr. Boyle: Might I ask whose 
money we would be confiscating?

Bondholders' Money.
Mr. Cross: I say it would be the 

money of the bondholders, because ' 
they have invested their money for 
the purpose of building 360 miles of 
railway; they put up their money for 
that purpose, and I say a motion of 
this character has never been passed 
by any constitutional government in 
any part of the British Empire, and 
it would be a disgrace and a shame 
if it should happen in this young pro
vince of Alberta, because without any 
question it would ruin the credit of 
every bond in Alberta today. (Ap
plause.) I would like the House to 
consider for a moment what would 
happen if this government had to bor
row money, or if the City of Edmon
ton, or the City of Calgary, went to 
a foreign market, to sell their bonds, 
after this resolution was passed. 1 
would ask you to consider what would 
happen should' the treasurer of Ed
monton or Calgary, or any other town 
in this province, ii they went to any 
foreign money market to float a loan. 
It would be asked: "Where do you 
come from,” and they would reply, 
we come from the Province of Alberta, 
the legislature of which met and pass_ 
ed certain definite and well-defined 
legislation in one year, and the next 
year they met together again in 
solemn manner and enacted further 
legislation which confiscated the 
money of those people who had put it 
up on the strength of the former legis-
Taiion. „ , _

Mr. Bennett: Confiscate from whom 
Mr. Cross: From the bondholders. 
Mr". Bennett: They still have -the 

guarantee of the province.
Mr. Cross: Yes, but my friend will 

agree with me when I say tllat 
ai far as the 230 miles is concerned, 
is this reasonable, butxas far as 120 
miles it is absolutely unreasonable, 
because the resolution says the Dai 
ance of the money shall be used for 
constructing a railway or railways m 
whatever portion of the province L.ie 
legislature may determine.

\Mr. Bennett: AU that resolution 
says is this, first that this province 
has committed itself to an expenditure 
of $7 400,000, -secondly that this pro
vince expropriate the rights of the 
company ,and buildl the road itself 
complete», and thirdly that the balance, 
of the money should be expe^ed m 
railway development in this province. 
The bond i6u«ti!U outstanding.

Obtained for Definite Purpose. 
Mr. Cross ^ Granting for argument 

what you say is true, this amount ol 
$7,400,000 Was obtained- for the pur
pose of (building a definite and de
nned projects euch as that as has been 
undertaken;^such as is set out in the

ne-eded a little expert railway assistance 
from the junior member for Calgary.

As to Government Ownership.
How, Mr. Speaker, the question of gov

ernment ownership is one I don't wish to 
deal with at great length tonight. I 
don’t think the government of this pro
vince or the legislature will stand for 
government ownership as outlined by the 
resolution of the honorable member for 
Sturgeon. During the last legislature l 
think the policy of guaranteeing the 
bonds of railway companies, and allow
ing private ownership by railway com
panies was adopted. We were the first 
government in Canada to go in for pub
lic ownership of telephones. We have 
already government creameries and there 
i6 some talk about a government pork 
packing plant. Something has been said 
to the effect that we exceeded our pow
ers in connection with the arrangements 
of the Great Waterways railway, 1 say on

House. I asked Mr. Woods to answer it, 
and he did so. Then I said to him in 
order t^ verify your answer, you had 
better wrire Mr. Minty arid accordingly 
he wired for a verification. Those txre 
the mysterious facts about that matter 
The honorable member for Sturgeon say» 
why did w-e guarantee the bonds of tBe 
whole 350 miles. I will tell him why, 
we w'ere anxious to have that railroad 
built and completed at once, and ths 
company had four years in which to 
build, and if they were going to tak 
that four years time, we ce^ainly woulu ' 
not have guaranteed allt heir bonds, but 
they said they were ready to go pn, and 
build the whole railway immediately, ;o 
we guaranteed for the full amount, and 
as a result the railway will be built, 
much within the original time suggested, 
and probably within two years. Now 
let me deal shortly with this letter from 
Mr. Clarke of the Great Waterways rail
way to the Government. Tîïe üovern-

the part of the government that there » iiaVe absolutely no apology to make
was nothing done by the government;^ connection with this agreement. It 
since the legislation of last session that , wag ma(je jn good faith, the Province 
we were not justified in doing, had not : wag protected in eVery respect, every- 
the poxver to do; had not the right to do, thing was done in accordance with the 
and that we did not do, in the public "'•n- j passe(i by the Parlifiment last ses- 
terésts in connection with that legisla- | ston- Now I see nothing wrong in a 
tion. I wish to say to", the member for ray[way company attacked in the manner 
Sturgeon (Mr. Boyle) who I don t think this company has been attacked, writing 
will dispute it that in his own constitu- ' and ^y^g that in order to protect their 
ency the people welcome the coming of own financiai interests, that they would 
the Great Waterways railway, and I 6byW the people of this Province and 
think it was largely due to our policy in ^ this legislature, that they were a bona 
that regard that the honorable member ; fide companv in every resepet. And it 
for Sturgeon was honored with an elec- j o, verifieg what the Governmentknew 
tion in that constituency by acclamation abou^. these promoters, that they were 
at the time of the last election. He fide people, here to ^o business, and
fought hard for the government, and I do -n & pr0per manner (Mr. Cross then 
believe fought believing that the policy ^ from Mr clarke,g letter) lowing 
of the government was right in conneo- f that the company w€re willing, if neces- 
tion with all mattesr brought to his fit- j gary t0 put up a millipn dollars for se- 
tention. • curity). What is wrong with that? There

Now I want to say m connection with .g ab6olutely nothing wrong with it. The 
the resignation of the Minister of Pu ra^way companv came forward and said 
lie Works that while he has today sa,d certain ’tate that we are oplv a
a good deal about his differences of opin- company onlv having $50,000 capital, and 
tion he never at any time honorefi me ^ that_ and the other SOrt of thing, 
with any information which would show m are wiUing to sW the p^e and 
that he was not at one with the govern- the legiglature of this province, and no
ment in connection with this railway matter what reason any member may

A#cl of I ncorpor at ion in the legislation 
<f this provide, 350 miles oi rail- 
r< ads to be built in a certain way, and

legislation, and with everyth,ng that was haye had for di6satisfaction before - 
done. I was present at a cabinet meet- connection with the arrangements, he 
ing at which he was present, and as the can certainly haTe none now, Because we

| will leave-one million dollars in the 
treasury of this province as an absolute 
guarantee that we shall do everything, 
and carry out the undertaking.

Mr. Cushing—How much of their own 
money are they putting in?

Mr. Cross—They expect to put up some
thing like $10,000 a mile in addition 1.0 
the bond guarantee.

Mr. Bennett—I am afraid their expec- 
titions will not be realized.

Mr. Cross—My honorable friend does 
not know the country through which

Premier eaid at which the Orders 
Council were passed, and I was not 
aware of any dissatisfaction on his part 
until he resigned his seat. From the 
7th of October until the day he went out 
of the government, there was no intima
tion to the government that he was not 
at one with us. He sat day by day with 
us in the council, without saying one 
word- about his dissatisfaction.

Mr. Bennett—What took place in 
meetings of Council should not be di
vulged.

Mr. Cross—I agree with the junior

to the south; and while a great deal 
has been done and a great deal ol 
money has been spent and a great 
deal of money is going to be spent 
in the years to come, yet we are 
charged today in this city with not 
having done what we ought to have 
done for that city.

Mr. Bennett : Oh, that must have 
been a sermon delivered in that 
church. (Laughter.).

Mr. Cross : It was, and I may say 
that I am of good Scotch Presbyterian 
stock and have been always taught to 
regard what the preacher said as 
truth, and I will say that I do believe 
all that this sermon contains. (Laugh
ter.)

I say those words of the ex-minister 
of public works absolutely justify 
every action of the Al'berta govern
ment in connection with ite railway 
policy and especially, Mr. Speaker, in 
connection with the Alberta and 
Great Waterways Railway. (Renewed 
applause.)

Will Cost $30,000 Per Mile.
Now, sir, ne referred very shortly to 

the cost of this road. I have travel
led myself by trail from Edmonton to 
Lac La Biche, and I have travelled in 
other parts of this province where 
railroads have been built, of which I 
know the cost, and I have been in
formed by Mr. Chamberlin, manager of 
’-he G.T.P., that a railroad running 
over a prairie country from Tofield to 
Camrose cost them over $20,000 per 
mile. And I don’t need to be an 
expert êngirfeer, I don’t need to be an 
engineer of railroads, but only to be 
an ordinary man,' as other men in this 
House, to go through the ountry from 
Tofield to Camrose and say that if 
that road eost over $20,000 a mile the 
Alberta and Great Waterways Rail
way will cost $36,000 a mile. When 
you get' fiorth of Edmonton you get 
into a rougher country and between 
here and Lee La Biche I had no ques
tion m my mind but that it will cost 
(he company in the neighborhood of 
$30,000 a mile to 'build their line. The 
premier gave a statement of Mr. 
Jones, our government engineer, and 
I* want to say in connection with Mr. 
Jooes that he stands among the high
est erigineera in the Dominion of (Can
ada. He worked for the G.T.P. and 
had a much higher salary from them 
than he receives from us today, but 
the company desired to move him to 
Eastern Canada, and he did not wish 
te leave this part of the country, and 
it is for this reason he is working for

take thought and ask ourselves seri
ously what it means, not only to us as 
a legislature, not only to the govern
ment, not only to political parties, but 
to the people of this province, if a re
solution of this kind shall be carried 
in this legislature, and I don’t believe 
it will be, but if it should even be 
supported by a number of members— 
and I believe myself, and I would be1 
sorry to believe -athewise, that the 
junior member for Calgary will vote 
with the government on this question. 
He ,is a man who has, I hope, too 
great a love for the credit and fair 
name of this province to vote for a 
resolution of the kind as submitted by 
the honorable member for Sturgeon 
(Mr.. Boyle).

Mr. Bennett: Thanks. (Laughter.)
Disastrous to Province’s Credit.

Mr. Cross : I am speaking sincerely 
when I say I believe I can show him 
good reasons for making that state
ment. I can understand him voting 
against the government^ and voting 
that the government had done wrong, 
but I cannot understand him voting 
for a resolution of the kind thé honor
able member for Sturgeon has intro
duced. Nothing could do more hasm 
to the fair name and the credit of this 
province. Let me read the last part 
ui the resolution, and. sir, this is the 
part which I think even the. junior 
member for Calgary should hesitate 
about 'before voting in favor of it.

“And further resolved, that as the 
distance -between Edmonton and1 Fort 
McMurray is nbt 360 miles, but is 
only, in direct line, 230 miles, thepe 
should be set aside out of the said 
sum of $7,400.000 a sufficient sum for 
.the purpose of constructing said rail
way from Edmonton to Fort McMur
ray in- a first-class manner, and by 
whatever route will best serve the in
terests of the railway and present as 
well as possible future settlement, and 
the balance of the said sum of $7,400,- 
000 should be used' for -constructing a 
railway or railways in whatever por
tion of this -province the legislature 
may determine.”

Now what does that mean? As far 
as 120 miles of this railroad are con
cerned, as far as some $2,400,000 are 
concerned, it means tiiat this legisla 
ture: men sitting as sane, sensible 
members of the legislature, would ab
solutely and ruthlessly confiscate that 
sum cf, money which does not belong 
to us, but which is held in trust by 
us for investors. I say it is a ter
rible thing to think of. I can uoder-

along and' say_we will take the money 
away from that purpose, and put >1 
in another railroad in another part 
of the country. Now I submit that 
such a motion, if carried, would, do 
very grevions harm to this- province. 
The province of British CoLumhia for 
a great many years had a good deal of 
trouble in connection with their gov
ernment, and as a result of their fre 
ouent change of govemmer’-s md ihe 
condition of public affairs in that res
pect. the credit of their com-try >uf- 
f,.-fd, and I say that if a resv.u’ion 
oi this character was -pass ■* by thi? 
1 gislature, it would be the worst tl- * 
that could possibly happen to the pro 
vince of Alberta, and 1 say thi.-' w,-.h 
all due consideration. I do thi vs that 
a good deal of this criticism which has 
been made by the honorable member

discuss that matter. Now Mr. Speak 
cr, I want to say that it was a mat
ter of personal regret to me that the 
honorable the ex-minister ol public 
works (IMr. Cushing) today in tnis 
House, made rather an insinuating 
statement regarding myself and when 
he begin® to compare me with a bird 
of prey, I want to say to him and found on my file. Now,

■ „ -, siieestion which I think is the trne ex-
say it to his face, that I am not afraid pianatjon- that my deputy revised the

member for Calgary entirely, but I 'inl : lHiv are building, or he would know :t 
sorry to say that a gentleman who has wjjj rost them more than that. Now 'he 
been a member of the Council has not honorable member for Sturgeon hasbeèn 
observed the same rule. I say, sir, that- 
day by day in the Council the ex-Min
ister of Public Works sat with us pre
paring legislation for the session, and he 
gave no intimation that he was not at 
one with the government, until the eve 
of this session.

A Suspicious Mind.
.Now let me take up very shortly some 

of the matters which the honorable mem
ber for Sturgeon referred to. He seems 
to have a mind of a very suspiejous char
acter, and full of deep mystery. If the 
Premier wrote a letter to anybody and 
a copy of it was found on the file of my 
department, something was wrong. There 
was something very mysterious about it.
T refer to Mr. Clarke’s letter. Nothing 
was wrong with it, but that a copy was 

I offer you

to compare my character with his n 
any shape or form. I want to say to 
him that my honor and my good name 
is just as sacred to me as is that of 
any man in this House., and I want 
further to say to him. Sir, that if he 
has any charge of any kind in con
nection with the administration of the 
affaire of this country to make against 
me, I ask him to do it as a man, and 
not to make insinuations of the char-

for Sturgeon in connection with tins *cter which he has. I don’t intend to
company could very well have been 
left over until next year, when the 
company had ample opportunity cf 
building. He has spoken at great 
length in connection with the delay in 
building, and said thato the govern
ment should not have guaranteed the 
bonds if they were not ready to build 
immediately. I am very sorry indeed 
that more «bad was not built .uis 
summer, but I say to him that gov
ernments can not always have every
thing their own way, and we cannot 
have everything to suit us. The Dom
inion government in 1906 guaranteed 
the Edmdhjton, Yukon and Pacific 
road at $25,000 a mile, end it is not 
built today. So I do not think any
one can claim that we have been too 
negligent i y that respect. Now let 
me come , tè' clause 20. which is the 
clause Tipnri which, the member for 
Sturgeon bases his contention that tne 
government have the power to take 
over this railroad, and I hope possib
ly to convince him. although Sir, [ 
am beginning to give up hope of ever 
being able to convince him of any
thing, that the government have no 
power under that legislation to take 
ever the railroads at the présent time. 
1 he clause of the Act reads as follows :

20. “The government shall have the 
option of purchasing the entire un
dertaking of the company, including 
all rights, franchises, powers, real 
and personal property connected w.ith 
the said railway at any time for the 
then fair value thereof as a going 
concern, syoh option however, not be 
assignable by the government.”

May Purchase Railway.
In other leords when this railroad 

is completed and is a going concern, if 
the people of this province sarw fit they 
could purchase and take over this" 
railroad. The contention of the .hon
or able member for 'Sturgeon has plain
ly been thaf.it is not a going concern, 
and yet he wants to confiscate it at 
the prespn^|Rtie

Now, @71 want to ctuae. back to 
this matter-. *f specifications, for ! 
think I wiR be able to show partially

"deal with the ex-minister 0Ï public 
worksi, but I can assure the members

ter to Mr. Clarke before it was sent, ane 
the copy was naturally 18ft on the £"* 
of my department. 1 had not seen thv 
file myself. ,

The Premier—Why, you will find quite 
» few communications from my Depart
ment in the files of the Public Works 
Department.

Mr. Cross—I want to point out to the 
members of this house, to the honorable 
member for Sturgeon, and to the ex-Min
ister of Public Works, that the ex-Min
ister of Public Works knew about that

discussing the acts of the government 
depositing the bond of the guarantee 
with the J. P. Morgan company. AU I 
say is this, that if we cannot as a gov- 
e-nment trust the greatest financiers in 
the United States with the deposit of 
the bonds, there is no one in the United 
States or in this country that *we can 
trust. The government took ample safe
guards in that respect and the money 
is now in the banks in the City of Ed
monton, showing that the trust we plac
ed in Pierpont Morgan was not misplac
ed. My friend says that this railway be
gins nowhere and ends nowhere. Is -t 
possible he as a citizen of Edmonton 
will say to the people of this country, 
that this railway which begins in this 
City begins nowhere. It begins in hie 
own city, a city that will be one of the 
greatest in this Dominion of Canada.

Mr. Boyle—The honorable member is 
misquoting. I refer to the plans and 
profile which have been deposited and if 
he will take a look at them, he will see 
it commences nowhere and ends nowhere.

Is Four Miles Out Nowhere
Mr. Cross—And I would say to him 

that even if it started three or four miles 
from the post office in the city of Edmon
ton, it will not be long before this city 
is round about their terminals. The hon
orable member refers to this road as a 
prairie road ,a good deal of it runs

of this house that if there comes any shown to him by the Premier. I want to 
occasion for so. doing I am prepared state further that when the negotiations
to deal with him, and deal with him 
blow for blow,

Mr. Bennett: Is that a threat?
Mr. Cross: Not at all, just a mild 

suggestion.
Mr. Cross continuing. The ex-min

ister of public works stated that t-ha 
first he heard ot the premier's tak;n-g 
over the affairs in connection with 
railways in the province into his own 
hands, was when he heard it in the 
legislature. I want to say to him, Sir, 
that the premier of this province an
nounced it at an interview at which 
he was present, or at least it was at 
a council meeting where it was sug
gested that the -premier should make 
an announcement as to the railway 
pclicy of the administration, and .that 
policy was to be taken charge of by 
the premier’s department. He says 
he did not see it until he saw it 
in the -papers two days before 
the end of last session, and I say that he 
saw it in the papers three weeks before 
that time. He said today that the first 
intimation he got was when the Statute 
Law Amendment Act was brought down, 
whereas it was in the public newspapers 
some two or three weeks before that date.

In regard to another matter he made a 
statement, and if his statement in this 
respect is to be considered as showing his 
knowledge on railway matters, well and 
good. The honorable gentleman criti
cised the specifications because he said 
that the minimum curvature was to be 
B degrees. Am I correct in that? (turning 
to Mr. Cashing). Because I do not wish 
to misquote. Did he say that the mini
mum qurvature was to be 6 degrees un
der the specifications? He did say that 
the’ minimum curvature was to be 6 de- 
glees. H this may be taken as a good 
example of the rest of his criticism it is 
abeolutety valueless. Of course anyone 
would see by the specifications that what 
#as‘really said was this.

letter to Mr Clarke. That the letter was through his own constituency, and I ven-
! ture to say that when he came, as *ie 
often came, to the Minister of Pqblio

were opened with the company at first 
the Minister of Public Works was Min
ister of Railways in this Government, 
and it was not until after the Statute 
Law Amendment Law was passed that 
he gave up that office and it was taken 
over by the Premier.

Mr. Cushing—How much did he have 
to do with the negotiations.

Mr. Cross—I say. he the ex-Minister of 
Public Works had everything to do with 
them then. For two days Dr. Waddell 
and hie engineers threshed out that mat
ter. -

Mr. Cushing—I s»y the Minister of 
Public Works had nothing to do with it.

Mr. Cross—And I say he was Minister 
of Railways at that time and had every
thing to do with it, and for two days his 
engineers threshed out that matter with 
Dr. Waddell.

Mr. Cushing—I never saw the letter 
until I saw it here.

His Enthusiasm Cools.
Mr. Cross—Possibly another peculiar 

lapse of memory.
Mr. Cross continuing—The honorable 

member for Sturgeon has great faith in 
the part of the country south of Lac La 
Biche. J believe lie has almost as much 
faith in it as I have, but I want to point 
out to you that south of Lac La Biche is 
the part of the country that he repre
sents, and when he gets further north, 
and he gets into the constituency of the 
honorable membej* for Athabasca, his en
thusiasm cools off. I see nothing to be 
criticised in connection with the fact 
of the Bill of Incorporation being intro
duced into the legislature by the Prem
ier of thifl Province. I suppose members 
of the government do not usually intro
duce private bills, yet [ think I have 
introduced private bills, and I think 
every member of the government has 
geon has tried to make a good deal out of 
geon has tried to makea good dealout of 
a telegram sent by the Deputy Attorney

1SD1. Bennett—The maximum curvature Genopnl asking who their company were, 
wate WRat Tie should have said. I can tell you the facts about that tele-

Works, for grants towards roads and 
bridgs, he did not then describe this 
country in his constituency as merely 
prairie country. (Applause and laughter).
I venture to say he described the coun
try a,s much rougher, but now he wants 
to give this House a different impression 
today.

I have spoken, Mr. Speaker at much 
greater length than I intended, but T 
want to say, sir, in conclusion that the 
government having as we had absolute 
faith in that.north country, and having 
as we bave great faith in it today, and 
recognizing as we do, the great heritage 
which God has given to us as citizens of 
this country in this part of the Province 
of Alberta, and knowing tEe conditions 
of affairs that existed in this Province 
at that time, and which still exist today 
in the north, knowing not only what t 
means to southern Albera, but also to 
northern Alberta, and the City of Ed
monton, we did, what has been done n 
connection with railway matters, in the 
best interests of this province. And,.sir. 
wlwtever may happen in time to come,
I have no fear of any judgment that may 
be passed by 'future generations upon 
our actions in this matter. We felt it to 
He our duty to get this railway to Fort 
McMurray at the earliest possible mo
ment. I expect to see the day when Fort 
McMurray will be the third largest city 
.71 this province. I believe there are 
copper mines alone in that country <‘a- 
pable of paying every dollar of money 
put into that railroad many times over.
I believe that there will be in that coun
try as big a city as the City of Butte to _ 
the south of us. I have every confidence 
in the resources, both mineral and agri- 
cl! Liai, of that country, and T want 
to say, Mr. Speaker, to the Members of 
feh"s Legislature, and to everyone with a1! 
confidence that I am not ashaitfed of 
any railway policy that this governme 
has laid down, or of anything that I 
hav> dooe in connection with that 'egis-^ 
lation. (Prolonged applause.)
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"-towards it .tonight than Ik- V.i 
-aiue time Ttit. attorney y - v- a 

-cleared tip a number of i>"iir> 
there were- others that w ■ still ij 
e'ear to him. He was elected to - 
port the government hut li- wa- 
vet convinced that the : v. ■ a;- ..t ivj 
à good one. He did not like the ciîiuj 
providing for the payment of -$2il.ul 
a mi'-e per ton miles n matt I 
the road costs: He would like .to 
if the cçmpany would -ij
ances as set our to/ tile letter of tif 
président- âs part of the contract: Til 
old1 members had b • a c:it:viz <1 h
-/4-jse they allowed tlv< ........mem
"Jo through he as on - wa- w'i
V; take ’his share <K th- l.'.am.-. T: 
legislation- "was passed bvcau.-e ti 
1. use had faith ill tin •; ivernir. 
and he was sorry to inn- to sav.tli. 
in this case he thought tin- pr.•:.:(• 
laid broken faithWith th.-.i vide: it 
The "attorney general had net expiai 
ed why the "bond* in . e n -t s.é-i J 
tender or why a special liain \\. 
chartered to go to "New York.

Mr. Gross Answers Questions.
Hon." Mr." Cross said In: would I 

pleased to-answer these questions lid 
Speaking of the last, tin deputy i 
torney general and tin' deputy pr 
vincial’ treasurer had gone to -Xa. 
York with the ibontis.

_* They handed them over to J. pic 
pent Morgan and had taken-‘a iveifipl 
and every term of the agieement "witf 
reference to the purchase was 
pfit-d with. He (Mr. Cr.I. was i| 
New York at .the time but did noE 
know that his deputy, Mr. Wunds-.q-al 
there till he*met him in a hotel. Ill 
had gone there on a private visit- tl 
some friends. Replying to. tin- firsl 
question he said that bt in'- wefe nol 
usually §old by tender, they were hand! 
ed over to-an underwit! -r who disposef 
of them. *

Mr. Holden said tin- govt ruinent ha<| 
passed "much legislation but he \.n« 
afraid that his corili'li-in- - was slipping 
away from the government, cspeciall; 
among many people of .the south, aJ 
appeared ,by the press of that part < j 
the province.

Junior Member tor Edmonton.
John A. McDougall followed Dr. Camp-1 

bell. He said he did not purpose beina 
intimidated by any association from exj 
pressing his honest opinion. When 
was elected he was elected to give a con-1 
seientious decision on every question veJ 

• gardless of consequences and despite-racJ 
or creed. He- came to the legislature foil 
the purpose of doing his duty. He might! 
lie classed as an insurgent! Of this lie 
W'as not ashamed. It was as a result ofl 
the criticism of the A. & G.W. agree-I 
ment that a better proposition liad beenl 
submitted by the company. "He still con-[ 
sidered further amendments might bel 
secured. He suggested that a bond fori 
a million dollars should be obtained froml 
the company and held for five years| 
after the completion of the road, 
guarantee of operation.

Dealing with the railway itself, lie. of-1 
fered the opinion that the road should! 
he located further east, whereby it would I 
run" through a much better country andl] 
lvonld avoid the muskegs.

tile said that while lie did not desire I 
to cast any reflection tin the financial I 
ability of the A. & G.W. Co. to carryf 
out its undertaking, still he would have) 
preferred to have-had the C.N.R, nr the! 
G.T.P. undertake the construction ofl 
this road. He advised that delay might! 
have been better. He said he consld-l 
er.-d a railway- should have been built[ 
into the Peace River country first, fori 
the reason that the -settlers along Ihe I 
lino" of the railway to Fort McMurray f 
were not crying out for railway -facilities 
whereas from the Peace River country’


