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Petitions re- Resolved That the Petition of François Laroche of February, relating to the Provincial duty on the im- Deaata.
*"A the Parish of St. AuSgustn, in the County of portation of Wheat, and may again apprize yeu, that
Fraçds La- Portneuf; be referred to a Select Conmittee, ýit is not the intention of Her Majesty's Government
re composed of Mr. Larin, the Honourable Mr. to check any dispoition which Canada may manifest,

Attorney General Skith, Mr. Leslie, Mr. Cl- should such be the case, for the repeal of that duty
4ot Mr. Gmillet, and 31r. Mlett, to examine the by the interposition of the Prerogative.

contents tlereof, and tu report thereon with a.l, Further, with regard to Corn, I have much satis-
convenient speed; with powerto send for personsj faction in reflecting, that if Canada will have to enter
papers, and record. uinto competition with the Western States ofAmerica,

and to engage in this rivalry, when no longer covered
P. Busière Resolred", That the Petition of Pierre Bussiere : by any protective duty, nt least she will not be called

and others, of the parisies of St. Henri and, to make the effort wiibout sone advantages on lier
St Isidore, in the Countv of Dorchester, bc re- side; among them I reckon her liglt taxatio,-the
ferred to a Select Coniinttee, composed Of 3r- assistance she has received froi British credit and
Laur'in, the H1onourable 3r. DaIS, 3r. Solicitor funds in the construction and improvement of lier
Generd Taschereau, Mr. Boutillier, Mr. Desau- internai communications,-her more regular and
vier, and Mr. Jethaot, to examine the contents steady course of trade with this country,-her low
thereof, and to report thereon with all convenieit tariff, so favourable te improveuent, and on that ac-
apeed; with power to send for persons, pape counat powerfully tending to encourage her reciprocal
and records. commerce outward,-sone advantage in the point

eof proximity, as compared with the most Westerly
Dspatcbr The Honoumle Mr. Attomey General Draper, A States of the Union,which are also lier most formidablecoýtaStasere- one of Hier 3 ety'sExceutire ý<nmed, laid before rivals in licapiness of production; and lastly, tie
T- the 1ouse, by coinîd of His Excellency the means of without transhipments by the St.

Administrator of the Govermuîxenît, the followmng copy Lawrence, car cannot be had by the iay of the
of a Despitcl from the Colonial Secretary to ls Erie Canal Shie will likewise have this in her favour,
Excellency- that lier Corn Tmrde will liavc becone a settled one
(Copy.) of some standing, vith all its arrangements made a*

N1. 32. Dowma STREET, in full operation, while any regular commerce in that
Zid N[arch, 1846. article frorm the Unitei States nust be a new ercation,

31 Lono, and must go through the processes attending its self-
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch adjustment, te circunstances as yet untried.

of the 28th of Januarv, No. 7, relating to the expected And if it be true that New YorA ofrers some advan-
changes in the British Corn Law, deprecating euch tages, as conipared with IMontreal, particularly in re-
chanes generally in the interest of Canada, and at gard to the rate of insurance, on the other hand, I
the saine tue urging that if there be a deternination consider that the slipping of British North Aerieca
on the part of Parliauent to idopt then, it is nucl has many advantages over that of the LUnited States,
to be desired tbat they should not take immediate in the competition for freights, as it is constructed ut
effect. fiar less expense, and is, I must assume, navigated

The interests of Canada hare occupied the place to with equal vigour and equal economsy.
iwhich they arc justly entitled, in the deliberations of It is beyond doubt that Canada bas felt a very in-
1Her Majesty's (jovernment upon this important sub- vigorating influence from the augmented facility of

ject, and upon others 'which are akun te it. At the access to the British Market, which she has enjoyed
same tinie, I need hardly point out te Your Lordship, since the Act of 1843, and that it has perceptibly
that there are matters in which considerations, imme- stiniulated the extension of her Agriculture; but the
diately connectcd with the supply of food for the average prices of Wheat, during the years 1843, 1844
people of tisla country, and vith tie employaient of and 1845, have been only 50s. 10d., 51s. 3d. and 50s.
its population, vsust he paramount. id. respectively.

Both in respect to Corn and in respect to Timber, Not presurming to anticipate, within any very close
ler Majesty's Governmient have determined te pro- limits, what are likely te be the ruling prices of this
pose, and to use whatever influence they nay possess, Grain, after a perfect freedomn of Trade shall bave
for the pm-pose of carrying throug Panliament the been established, I yet venture to think, that the maost
proposal, that the alteratfins about to be made should competent persons are not gencrally of opinion that
be gradual; amnd anong the motives which have led they will exhibit any reduction which shall place them
then to this determsination, his been the belief that greatly below the rates I have just cited, and as I
this delay would bc acceptable, and would aiso be trust we may look forward to'somse diminution in the
.advantageous te the people of Canada. cost of convevance, between the place of growth or

In order to supply you with sone further evidence grinding, and Montreal, I cannot participate in the
of their desire to consult Colonial wi.sies and interests apprehensions of those who conceive that the measure,
in discharging their public duties, I have to direct 1now under consideration, vill involve ruin, or any
your attention to a Sciedule hereto annexed, which thing approaching to it, te the Trade n Canadian
exhibits the duties now chargeable upon artiéles of Corn and Flour.
Agricultural Produce wlen imported from the Bri-· I trust, therefore, that the Agricultural Population
tish Dominions abroad, and the changes which it is of Canada villi look forward without fear, te a change,
intended te make in favour of the Colonial Trade, by of which it is probable that the effects will be far les
the immnediate abolition or reduction of these duties. violent, either for good, or for the partial evils whieh

I trust that Canaida may largely avail herself of the may accompany such good, than many, prompted
advantages whicl are thus (for I venture to anticipate either by their hopes or their feius, have been forvard
the favourable judgnent of Parlianent upon these to anticipate.
propositions about to be subnuitted to it on the part 1 nov pass te the question of Timber, which is of
.of the Crown,) about to be plësced within ber reach. great moment with reference te the Trade of Canada,
'The desire of Hler Majesty's Government is, that the altheugh it has net the same interest as thesubject of
Trade in Canada may in all respects approacli as Corn, for the mass of the Population.
nearly te perfect freedom, as the dispositions of its I have much satisfaction in drawing Your Lord-
inhabitants, and the exigencies of the Publie Revenue ship's attention te the fact, that the Colonial Timber
there, may pernit. And, in evidence of that desire, Trade prospers under the operation of those changes
I may advert te my Despatch No. 19, of the 3rd of in the Law, which ivere enacted in 1842, and which


