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vantage to the country at 'a time when her pro-
ductivns had fallen so far below the usual

. Merchants and storekeepers will need
to exercise a good deal of caution in making their
spring purchases, and sound judgement under

t circumstances would lead them to buy

: :x;p-ringly, taking on stocks below their wants

than run the risk of higring more goods on
their shelves than they can for.

Boots AxD Suors. —Business is now very quiet,
few sales making, and prices are without altera-
tion.

- DruGs.—Are quiet and inactive.
to bote in quotations.

No change

"< -Dry-Goops.—Trade has been pretty much at a

% Saturdays.

N

stand still during the past week, and no improve-

_ment is looked for for some weeks.
{ Freionrs.—The following are the winter rates l

Do & the Grand Trunk, now in operation : Flour to
" % Kingston, 35c., grain 18c.; flour to Prescott, 43c.,

22¢.; flour to Montreal, 50c., grain 25c.; |

rto St. Johms, Q., 60c., graif 25¢.; flour to |
Point Levis, 80c., grain 40c¢.; flour to St. John, '
$1.02, grain 5lc.; flour to Halifax, $1.10,
55¢. ; flour to New York and Boston, 90c.,
in 45¢., gold. - The steamers Chase and Carlotta
E::e, Portland for Halifax on Wednesdays and

GroceEr1Es.— Have been very quiet since the
date of last report, the business done consisting
almost exelusively of small orders for sorting up.
There has been no change in prices, and nothing
special to note concerning any goods' in this
branch of trade, with the exception of an in-
creased firmness in sugars, both raw and refined ;
with, however, very few changing hands.

Han®ware. —There has not been much doing
during the past week. Heavy goodsare generally
firmer, aud in some instances an advance has been
obtained. Pig Iron—continues very scarce, the
market having become very bare of most of the
Jeading brands, both here and in Montreal.
There is no Gartsherrie in this market, a very
small stock of Glengarnock and Hematite, no
Eglinton, but a fair stock of Calder. Glengarnock
is not obtainable under $26, and Calder is selling
at $25 for No. 2, and £24 for No. 3. Cut Nails—
have also advanged, amd are now held at $3.35.
Tin Plates—are firm and higher; quoted at £8.50
to $8.75 for. 1C Charcozl. "In other goods
there is no ehange to note,

Hipes Axp Skixs, —Receipts of Hides have
heen lighter during the past wesk, and the supply
is now handly equal to the demaund, prices being
very firm!y maintained. Sh /Nl'rvu.\ come in
tolerably freely, hut bLuyers are less anxious to
take them until it beconies evident what effect
the approaching change in the United States duty
will have on .prices. "Nominally quotations are
unaltered. :

Hors.—The market is without change, and
priees are irregular within a very widg range ac-
cording to quality, none but strictly choice bring-
ing outside quotations.

LeATHER.—Business has very quiet,
dealers generally being oceupied in taking stock,
and meantime not caring to operate. Prices are
withont change, the maﬁut if anything being a
little less firm in tone than previously,

LuMsger.— The shipping season has closed, and
the manufacturers and dealers have turned their
attention to operations in the woods, where logging
is being carried on with unusual activity indica-
, tive of a confidence in the eontinnance in, if not
an advance on last year’s prices. Shonld friendly
, rélations continue between Canada and the United
States ; we may presume upon a-.good season'g
business in this branch of trade. = Owing to the
opening up of new lines of railway in Canada, a
large quantity of lumber will doubtless find its |
way into the Western townships which of them- |
selves are destitute of that prodiction, thereby
enlarging the home consumption : —elear, to

been

|

S

$24; com. $9 to $9.50; culls, -§7 to $7 50 ;

Iure placed without difficulty, and the latter is in

shingles No, 1, $2.75 to $2.09 ; de. No. 2, §2 to | very limited supply.

$2.25.

Patent and Enamel.—Are u-llinf moderately

PerroLEUM.—There is now not 1auch doing, | with a prospect of increased demanc

but prices are firm and without alteration.

Splits,—Considerable quantities of dry hide

Propvck.—The condition of the breadstuffs | splits have been recently imported from @ the

and grain market has varied little during the past
week from its previous inactive condition. Very
little business has been transacted, but prices
have not given way, and towards the close more
favorable advices from the Liverpool and the
United States markets imparted a better tone and
increased firmmess to this ‘market. Flour—Re-
ceipts have improvdd somewhat, but there has
been, very little offering, the views of sellers being
above the ideas of buyers. Tramsactions have
again been almost entirely confined to broken
lots taken for local consumption. :-Quotations are
nominally unchanged. W heat—Receipts have
been very trifling, but stocks have pot been much
reduced. There are no speculative buyers, and no
transactions have been reported.: Pricesare firm and
unchanged. Barley—Little or nothing doing be-
yond the purchase of the few waggon loads ccm-
ing in «l.u"_\’ at from 50c. t§ 62c, according to
quality. At the close, however, there was a sale
rrportml of 5 cars No. 1, at 58¢. delivered. Oats

—are scarcely so” firm, and are slow of sale, but |
| eighths of those of the Ggand Trunk.

quotations are nominally umaltered. Receipts
have been tolgrably liberal, and if they continue
to be so, ]'lit'l'a will I-ru]».l}ﬁl_\' give way a little.
Peas- -none coming in and no tmnsactions re-
ported. Hay—without change, $9 to §12.
little coming in, selling at $6 to $9.
Provisions.—There has been duly moderate
recgipts both by rail and waggon, and trade is
quiet. Butter—is scarce for choice dairy quakli-
ties, but there is no change to H\flk in quotations.
Eggs—are nominal, there being mo wholesale lots
in' the market, all offering . are taken at high
prices for local comsumption. Pork—Drices are

United States, and sold under rates asked for home
manufacture which has had a tendency to soften
prices. =
Calfskins.—DPrime stock would cofimand fair
prices and ready sale. The market is poorly sup-
plied. '
Sheepskins.—Russets and colours are more than
usually scarce, eonsequently prices are firm.
Hides.—The quotations are for green salted,
| Montreal inspection is 10c.
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GRAIN FREIGHTS.

Herapath's - Railway Journal has heard of a
proposition that the Grand Trunk Railway .Com-
pany carry corn (or grain, as we should say in
in America) from Chicago to Quebec and Mon-
| treal at the Tate of 1 cent. per ton per mile, This,
the Journal says, is I"illi\'u]rlll to the very lowest

| rate at which coal j# carried in England,” where

Straw |

i ton per mile by the shortest route.

firm at quotations ; which, however, are net based |

on transactions, no sales being ""l“"'g\ aud little
or no enquiry. Dressed Hogs—com® in to a fair |

extent, but-the receipts are still very light for
this season of the year. There is not much

change to note in prices, £6.50 beingthe outside |

figure for heavy averages, down to £6 for light
weights. Car loads have been offéred at $6.25
without ]vli}‘vls.

Woor.—There is no change to flote in either
Fleece or Pulled,ffor which there continues to be |

a steady demand at quotations.

Moxrey.—Sterling exchange, 60" days’ sight, or |
75 days’ date, 109]c. to 109§c.; gbld drafts on|

New York | prem.; currency drafts.on New York
or. greenbacks, 90c. to 90Jc.; American silver,
large, 5e¢. to 6e.; small,. 9¢. to 10ec.
Gold in New York has flucfuated only slightly,
closing steady at 1103. '
—_—— e

MONTREAL LEATHER REPORT.

rted by M..H. Seymour, (

(Repo ommission Merehant.)

MoxTREAL, Dec. 27, 1870.
As is usual at this season business is compara-
tively ‘]lly‘t. but the transactions for the month
will excedd those of previous years, an evidene
of a satisfactory canditions of things.
Spanish Sole.—There is very little offering, and
B. A. stock is held firmly at 26¢, and 1

as foreigr

hides command high figures, no reduction iu
price is antic 1,...2'-' for some time to come.
Slavghter So All prime stock finds ready
sale At previous quotations.
Rough—Has no special inquiry bt light steck

i\'«Q\lf}‘ marketed,

Hlarness.—Is more quict, - with very litfle de-
mand at the present moment, aud prices are less
firm. f '

Wazed U, Has no call whateve
facturers being engaged on spring work.

Buff and Pebble.—Choice of Lath desq Ai}‘(h ns

pper., -

Iy manun

the working expenses per train mile are only five-
It ques-
tions whetheér such a traffic can be conducted at
that rate to any advantage, except to Canadiin
merchants and millers.

The ordinary rate on grain between Chicago and
New York (except during the winter months,
when it is somewhat higher) is just one cent. per
This rate is
45 cents per hundred pounds, which is just 900
cents for an American ton of 2,000 pounds, and
the distance by the shortest line is 899 miles.
\'cr_\' l:ll'g«- vl!l.mtitivs of grain are taken |n}' other
routes 960 and 980 miles long, and the business
is ‘considered somewhat profitable. The Grand
Trunk in the summer usually has to carry grain
to Boston, by its route 1,174 miles, for 50 cents
per hundred pounds, which is very little more
| than 5-6 of one cent. per ton per mile. The
present® rate of 65 vents per hundred is 1 1-10

|

| cents per ton per mile
; The Grand Trank is forced to these rates by

discount. |

| the competition of the other and shorter lines ; it
has heretotore maintained higher rates to the
Canadian cities because it partially controlled the
business to those eities and ecould graduate its
charges to the cost of transportation. . Moreover,
it hardly seems probable that any considerable
| traffic could be created by low charges, as Canada
l]vnl'l:h:lﬁt"l chiefly for milling and distilling, we
| believe, ‘mot for consumption or exportation.
I Moreover, we imagine that it would not be easy

to fill cars returning westwand .from Quebec or
Montreal, while freights in this direction are
much more easily obtained on the seaboard.—
| /']u}ui/u Railroad Gazette.
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ProtecTioN.—A meeting of gentlemen favor-
{ able to a protective trade policy, was held in this
| city last ; week—there were twenty two persons

| present. -+ At that meeting the following re-
| solutions were discussed and adopted :—

| Resolved, —That in view of the efforts now
| being made to do away with our present very

| moderate

| other producers being sacrificed

| market

duties on American bréadstuffs, and
othersnatural products, we do mecst emphatically
protest against the intevests of* our farmers and
in-1his way ; and
that— while desirous of seeing a fair rec iprocity of
trade between the two countrics réstored—Canada

cannot .suffer nerican products to enter her
mgrkets]untgxed, as long as a heavy toll of customs

diities is levied on 21l our Jroducts
in the United States,

secking /a

Resolved.—That the principed of moderate in-
cidental protection to Lome mianufactures is a
sound one, Leing in its operation calculated to




