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THE CATHOLIC RECORD. 6OOT. SO, IM.

these words ere to be understood of the 
fires of Purgatory, and so do all the 
Greek and Latin Fathers, and the con­
stant tradition of the church. In tact, 
the unbroken tradition of the Catholic 
Church,and of all the Christian ages down 
to the sixteenth century, testifies that 
a belief in a middle state of purgatoral 
expiration in the next life was a doctrine 
of Christian faith firmly, constantly and 
universally held and acted upon. The 
east and west, the north and south—in 
other wordr, the universal Church of 
Christ, from the earliest ages downwards, 
held and taught the doctrine of purga­
tory and the farther and co relative doc­
trine that the souls therein detained 
could be assisted, relieved and freed by 
prayers, almsdeeds, and by the unbloody 
sacrifice of the altar. Hence, the 
Council of Trent, basing its teaching on 
the word of God and the unanimous 
tradition of the Christian ages, defined 
and decreed that ‘‘there is a Purgatory, 
and that the souls there detained are

happens, that tie just depart from this 
life still stained with venial sins, or bound 
by the dtbt of the temporal punishment 
jet due for mortal sins forgiven, as to 
their guilt, and the eternal punishment 
due to them.

lien die suddenly In iraey 
by heert disease, others by 
tome are found dead In their beds ; others 
are killed by aectdent on trains or steam­
boats—and thus have not time to«repent 
of venial sins, and die stained wltn their 
gu’lt. It is cat tain that the number of 
souls who thus die in venial sin, or who 
have not discharged the temporal punish, 
ment due mortal sin forgiven, is very 
great No sin shall go unpunished ; nn. 
fees it be punished by the sinner himself, 
by penance, it must be punished by God, 
who is offendtd. Divine mercy does not 
violate the rights of eternal justice, but 
respects and conserves them. Hence, 
whilst It forgives the guilt of sin and the 

rnal punishment due to it it does not 
absolve from the debt of temporary 
punishment to be undergone in order to 
satisfy justice. Now, as nothing defiled 
can ever enter the kingdom of Heaven, 
and no dtbt of punishment due to sin can consoling doctrine that those prisoners 
co exist with eternal beatitude, it of hope may be helped, relieved and 
necessarily follows that, before the freed Irom their purgatoral prison by our 
imperfect can enter Heaven, they must prayers, almsdeeasaud other good works, 
be purged from the stains of venial sins out chiefly by the holy sacrifice of the 
and from the debt of temporal punishment mass. No doctrine of our holy religion 
due to forgiven grievous sins. But, since has more undeniable proofs of its anti- 
thls does not always take place in this life, quity than this ot the duty of praying 
it must necessarily take place in the next, tor the dead in Christ, and the benefits 
and hôBce the necessity of Purgatory, or they derive from this holy practices No 
a place of punishment in the other life, proof of the existence of a middle state 
where some souls suffer for a time before could be more convincing than this of 
they can go to Heaven. the unfailing tradition and practice of

We now come to the Scriptural proofs the Church. Of what use, without the 
of this doctrine. In the Second Book of existence of a middle state, could be 
Maccabees (xii., 46) it is related that the prayera for the dead Î They could be of 
heroic and pioue Judas Mschabeui sent n0 use to the just in Heaven, for as St. 
1,200 drachmas of stiver to Jerusalem for Auguetine says, “he who prays for a 
sacrifices to be offered for his soldiers slain martyr does injury to the martyr;’’ of 
in battle, and the inspired writer, com- none to the damned, for out of hell there 
men ting on this fact, raye : “It is therefore *» no redemption.” Tertullian, who lived 
a holy and wholesome thought to pray m the ago next to that of the apostles, 
for the derd, that they may be loosed from speaking ot a pious widow, says : “She 
their sins.” Now, it would be perfec’ly prays ior the soul of her husband, and 
useless to pray for the dead If they were bege refreshment for him.” St. Cyprian, 
in Heaven, and worse than ueele» to pi ay in the following age, is, in several pages 
for them were they condemned to eternal of his writings, a witness to this belief 
torments. There must be, therefore, In and practice of the Church in this day, 
the belief of the inspired writer of this As hr back as the fourth century, St. 
book of Scripture, an intermediate place, Cyril testifies that it waa the custom to 
where, in the next life, some souls are pray for those who had departed this 
detained, and who may be loosed from life, believing it to be a great assistance 
their sins by pious prayers and suffrages. 1° those souls for whom prayers were 
I am aware that non Catholics contend offered while the holy and tremendous 
that this Second Book of Maccabees is not «acrifice is going on.” St. Chrysostom, 
canonical Scripture, but the very same who flourished within three hundred 
authority from which we hold the whole years of the age of the apostles, writes 
Genoa of Scripture, namely, the authority ■■ follow» : “It was not without good 
of the Catholic Church, holds this also to reason ordained try theapoitlee that mention 
be canonical and Inspired Scripture. But, should be made of the dead in the tre- 
admitting for argument’s sake, that it is mendous mysteries, because they knew 
not canonical, it must be admitted, at all well that these would receive great 
events, to be perfec ly true end reliable benefit from it.” 
hUtory* It, therefore, proves that, All the other great Christian writers 

gst the Jews—the people of God—in and teachers of antiquity, down to St. 
days the belief prevailed that some Ambrose, St, Jerome and St, Augustine, 

departed dead could be relieved prove that the doctrine and practice of 
and loosed from their sins, and the pen- the Church in this important regard were 
allies of their eins, by praj et and sacrifices; the same then as now, and, therefore 
Slid this could rot be the esse if, besides that they are of apostolic authority, and 
the Heaven of the saved, and the hell of warrant, according to the maxim of St. 
the damned, there did not exist an inter- Augustine, “that which the universal 
mediate place of expiation for some Church holds, which has been always 
souls ere they could reach their immoital retained, and not instituted by councils, 
and final destiny in Heaven. Our Lord, is justly believed to have been not 
who came to teach Ibe truth and to point otherwise transmitted than by apostolic 
out the errors and corruptions that had authority,” (de Bapt. contra, don. ) 
crept into Jewish belief and practice, St, Augustine, who flourished in the 
would have condemned this doctrine fifth century, is more explicit on this 
were it not true, but, so far from doing subject. In one of bis sermons (serm. 
so, he confirms it. It is of this prison, clxxil) he says: “Funeral pomp 
according to the Holy Fathers, our Lord gorgeous mausoleum, without be 
speaks when he says (Luke xil, 5, 9):
’•Thou shalt not depart thence till thou 
hast paid the last farthing.” In the 
parable of Dives and Lazarus, our Lord 
tells us that the latter, after his death, 
was carried to the bosom of Abraham.
Now, what place was this 1 It could not 
have been Heaven, for no one could enter 
Heaven before the death of Ghiist ; 
could it have been hell, ior then the 
prayer of Dives to Lazarus would have 
been without meaning or purpose. It 
must, therefore, hare been that middle 
place in which the souls of the just of 
the old law were detained until after the 
death and resurrection of Christ. (xvL,

to the well being of the whole body, sa, 
in tbs Church of God, which is the body 
of Ghiist, the various members thereof do, 
by the divine appointment, and according 
to their position and the mtaiure of their 
capacity, minister to each other’» spiritual 
needs, interchange kindly sud merciful 
office», are bound together by the bonds of 
active charity end Friendship, which defy 
the powers cf death and the ruin and 
wreckage of the grave. We here on ca;th 
invoke the prayers of the saints—they 
Intercede for us with Qod—and by pray­
er», almsdeeds and other good works we 
bring relief and comfort, and we hasten 
the day of their freedom and happiness 
for the prisoners of God In Purgatory. 
This is the communion of saints in the 
fulleet sense of the word. It presents the 
whole world of eoula who are at friend­
ship with God, whether they still remain 
in the flesh or are already divested of 
thelx bodies, and are reigning in Heaven 
or suffering, with unspeakable longings 
for home, in Purgatory ; bound together 
In the golden bonds of sympathy, friend­
ship and love—bonds which death itself 
cannot rend asunder ; for love Is stronger 
than death—/orfis eet ut mon deUctio. In 
the Chtbolic system the love of friend­
ship end ot charity is not killed or ex­
tinguished by death. It survives its 
awful ravages—it smiles above the wreck 
of mortality, like the blessed light of 
hope upon a death-bed—like the rain­
bow of promise over the retiring waters 
of the deluge. Soul lives in blissful 
communion with soul—friend here with 
departed friend—and nor death nor the 
grave can part them. This is and ever 
has been the belief and practice of the 
Uhureb, and hence we find in every 
Christian age, from the catacombs to 
this nineteenth century, prayers and 
sacrifice offered up by the living for the 
souls of the faithful departed. We find 
this belief and practice recorded on the 
damp walls of the catacombs—on mural 
tablets in churches—on the tombs that 
affection or pride has raised to 
the memory of the departed. We 
find them enshrined in the im 
mortal pages of the Fathers 
—embodied in the liturgies of the eastern 
and western Churches,and in the plaintive 
music and wailing dirges of the Church— 
in the “Dies liai,” and “Libéras," they 
have come echoing, sounding down the 
agea, soothing and healing broken hearts, 
drying the tears of those made widows 
and orphans by death—and, in accents of 
tenderest pity and compassion, pleading 
at the mercy-seat of God for the rest ana 
peace end happiness of the departed ones. 
Ob, fer more heart reaching than Jere 
mlah’s song of sorrow amid the ruins of 
his beloved city—far more touching and 
overpowering than the lamentations of 
Rachel for the lost children of Rama—are 
the sorrow-laden dirges of the Chuich 
when pleading to God for comfort and 
strength and patience for the living be­
reaved ones, and forgiveness and mercy for 
the departed dead. All the sighs and 
sorrows of broken hearts—all the crushing 
«fliictions and griefs of widows and or­
phans—all the heart anguish and agony 
of bereaved mothers—ell the fears and 
hopes of the living for the dead—are taken 
un and given voices in the liturgy of the 
Church, and, in union with the pleadings 
of the precious bleed, ascend to Heaven, 
and in accents more tearful, more piteous 
and more touching than ever else pleaded 
for the remission of gilt or the alleviation 
of torrow, cry out to God for comfort for 
ihe sorrows of the living, and for mercy 
and pardon for the departed.

Egyptians embalmed the bodies of 
sid, and thus preserve them Incor- 

The Church embalms

mediate cause or occasion of the sin for 
a Inch they are suffering. There are some, 
mayhap, whoee death occurred under such 
circumstances that we have reason to fear 
that their sufferings are peculiarly terrible, 
and that their absence from Gcd will 
endure long, Possibly, too, these suffer­
ing souls have during life been very near 
and dear to us. They may be our rela­
tives, our brothers or sistere, our children, 
our fathers or our mothers. God loves 
them and desires their epeedy admission 
to heavenly happiness ; yet He makee 
this depend" on the amount of love We 
may manifest for them. He will not ad­
mit them to eternal (_ 
fervent prayers open to t

are deprived of no necessary spiritual of 
temporal benefit by the impossibility ot 
assisting at Mass in their own church, 
because they would, if they could, be 
bodily present at the holy sacrifice, and 
they do all they can do by uniting their 
mind* and hearts through faith with the 
prieet offering in their behalf, and with 
Jetut Christ, the chief priest and the 
victim ol oblation, who sees the family 
at prayer and hears their praises and 
supplications as readily at twelve miles* 
distance as if they worshipped at the 
altar rails. In conclusion the Bishop 
promised to visit this congregation next 
year and administer Confirmation to 
their children in their own church; 
Having again blessed them, he returned 
to Centreville, where the faithful of thia 
section assembled next morning, as he 
had requested, to hear Mass and receive 
his further instructions. An address from 
the laity was read to llis Lordship by 
Squire Whelan, accompauied by other 
gentlemen of the congregation. Having 
made a formal reply,the Bishop preached 
for an hour upon the duties of Catholics 
for their personal sanctification and the 
rearing pf their children for God. 
afternoon be returned to Kingston.

SI. John's Church Mission.
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tales. That our works of charity, where- 
>y we relieve the poor on earth, per­
formed for Christ, and raised in value by 
His merits, cancel many sins, Is allotted in 
Holy Scripture ; for “alms delivereth 
from death, and the same is that which 
purgeth away sins and maketh to find 
mercy atd life everlasting.” (Tobias xii ,9 ) 
If then so great a reward is promised t ) 
those who relieve the suffering on earth, 
will not the reward be proportionally 
I ;reater, if by our good works we relieve 
Irom much more intense suffering the 
souls in Purgatory ?

1st. In conclusion, then, we most 
strongly recommend to our Catholic people 
a special devotion for the relief of the 
souls in Purgatory. Lit their prayers and 
good works, and especially the Holy Sac­
rifice of the Mass be frequently offered to 
God for this purpose.

2nd. For this end we exhort our people 
to recite the ltosary of the Blessed Virgin, 
with their families, during this month of 
November, for the repose of the souls of 
the faithful departed. We may well 
imagine that those souls appeal to us con­
stantly for the helt> that we can oo readily 
afford to them. We may imagine them 
addressing us in the words of holy Job 
(xlx. 21.) “Have pity on me, have pity 
on me, you at least my friend**, because 
the hand of the Lord hath touched me.”

3id. We desire that the Church bell be 
tolled at seven o’clock each evening dur 
ing the month, to remind the faithful of 
the sacred duty of praying for the de­
parted.

This pastoral shall be read in all the 
Churches and Chapels of our diocese, and 
in the religious communities, the Sunday 
after its reception.

Given from St. Veter’s Palace, London, 
Ont., on the ‘23rd October, ISSU, Feast of 
our Most Holy Redeemer.

t JOHN WALSH, 
Bishop of London.

JOHN WALSH,
BY THE GRACE OF GOD. AND THE AP­

POINTMENT OF THE HOLY BEE, 
BISHOP OF LONDON.

To the Clergy, Religiont and Laity of the
Dlooeee, Health and Benediction in 

the Lord.
Dearly Bilovbd Brethren :

The approach of the month of No veut- 
with lta “All Soul.’ Day,” Is for us 

an appropriate occasion for addressing 
you on the consoling end salntery doc­
trine of Purgatory and on the duties of 
piety end charity towards the feithful 
departed, that spring from it. The Church,
In consecrating this month to special de 
votion for those who have died In Christ, 

to have formed an alliance with 
nature in order the better to attune our 
minds to solemn thoughts of death and to 
touch and move our hearts with the sacred 
memoriae of those who have gone before 
us. November is the graveyard of the 
year. The withered, fallen leaves ; the 
naked trees ; the hush and silence of the 
woods ; the dark, short, melancholy days; 
the moaning winds, that seem like the 
dirge of nature over its departed glories 
and ita present sad desolations—all these 
characteristics of our November strongly 
impress the mind with thoughts of decay 
and death. They remind us that, In the 
language of Scripture, “All flesh is grass 
and all the glory thereof as the fir wet ol 
grass ; the gtais la withered and the flower 
is fallen.”—la xl., 6. They tell ui that, 
in the words of the Psalmist, “In the 
morning man shall grow up like grass, in 
the morning he shall (flourish end pass 
away ; in the evening he shall fall, grow 
dry and wither.”—Psalms lxxxix., 6. The 
Holy Church takes up these voices end 
warning! of nature, and, blending them 
with her own, teaches her children that, at 
this season of the year, they should occupy 
themselves with salutary thoughts con­
cerning death and the dead ; that, mindful 
of the certainty of their own death one 
day, they should not forget those who 
have gone before them, but should, by 
prayers and alms-deeds, and especially by 
the oblation of the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass, seek to bring them nid and refresh­
ment and to hasten their advent into that 
eternal reel and everlasting light and un­
ending and perfect happiness which are 
enjoyed in the Kingdom of God. For 
there is a place of punishment in the next 
life, where some souls suffer for a time 
before they can go to Heaven, and these 
sonls may be helped and relieved by 
prayers, alme-deedsand other good works.

For us CathoVca there can be no doubt 
about the doctrine of Purgatory, fer it is 
a defined article of our faith that there is 
a middle state In the next life, where some 
souls are detained for a time before they 
reach their immoital and hspp> destiny, 
but it Is useful to show that this, like a 1 
the other doctrines of the Church, is in 
strict accord with light reason and in 
perfect harmony with the revtaled word 
of God.

In treating this question we must, for 
the proper understanding of it, lay down 
certain preliminary prt positions :

We will premise by stating that every 
sin is not mortal, and does not deserve 
eternal punishment, according to the laws 
of divine j notice ; but that there are less 
grievous sins which are, from their natur 
venial, and do not destroy grace an 
charity ; and it le to inch the Scripture 
refers when it declares that the just man 
falls seven times. Hence, the just can 
truly use the words of the Lord’s prayer: 
“Forgive us our tre-paases.” St. John 
declare» that if we aay we have no ein, we 
deceive ourse! vea, and the truth is not in 
ua. (1st Bpia. St. John, 1st chap.) Our 
Lord even aasurea ua that “ for every idle 
word we apeak, we shall render an account 
on the day of judgment." (Matthew, 
chap. 12 ) Would it not be monstrous, for 
instance, to assoit that the telling of 
jocose tie were equal in gravity to the 
horrible crime of parricide, or the shame­
ful «In of adultery, and that it deserves a 
like punishment ? Hence, St, Augustine 
says that “for those daily, transient and 
venial offences, without which thia life la 
not lived, the daily prayera of the faith­
ful satisfy.”

We must, In the second place, premise 
that, even when God pardons tie truly 
penitent the eternal punishment due to 
mortal sin, He does not always forgive 
certain temporal chastiiemtnts which 
remain to be endured cr expiated by the 
forgiven sinner.

Our first parents di obeyed the 
mend which God gave them—they stoned, 
God pardoned their ain, but oh ! how 
terrible wire the temporal punishments 
inflicted on that tin ! They were banished 
from Paradke and were condemned to 
death, and that sentence of death 
prised all their posterity. By 
there came Into the world pestilences, 
famines, plagues, wars, sickness and death. 
Moses and Aaron, for having sinned at the 
water of contradiction by want of confi­
dence, were never permitted to enter the 
prom'sed land ; and though Moses feasted 
his eyes upon its beauties, yet, as a 
temporal punishment of his sin, he was 
never allowed to set his foot upon its soil. 
David, than whom tlnre was never a 
greater penitent, offended God. The 
prophet of the Lord was sent to him. He 
confessed hie sin, exclaiming, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” The prophet 
sail to him, “the Lord also hath taken 
nway thy ein ; thou abalt not die ; never­
theless, because thou hast given occasion 
to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, 
for this thing the child that is born thee 
shall surely die.” There remain», there­
fore, a temporal punishment due even to 
forgiven ein.

We should a'so understand that no sin, 
according to God’s ordinary providence, 
can or will be forgiven without satisfying, 
as to all tie punishment due to it, the 
laws of divine justice.

Nojr, it can happen, ted it ko often

etc

helped by the suffrages of the faithful, 
but chiefly by the acceptable sacrifice of 
the altar.” And this brings ua to thebar, In the

The Most Rev. Dr. Cleary arrived in 
Gananoque last Saturday week, and 
preached to his people in St. John’* 
church m the evening. Hie object was 
to open the Mission to be held during
last week by two Redemptoriat Fathers, 
who also arrived on the aame day.

The Bishop admonished his hearers to 
take advantage of this special means of 
grace afforded them, and to resolve 
henceforth to live in obedience to the 
express commands of Gad. He specified 
numerous besetting sins as likely to draw 
men and women away Irom their Church 
duties, and strongly urged that all such 
practices should be abandoned. He said 
some people did not see the need of 
living holy lives; they were strong and 
healthy, their families robust, their busi­
ness prosperous and everything tending 
to make theiq comfortable. And instead 
of living in a way to show their gratitude 
for such blessings, they reasoned that it 
would be time enough for them to repent 
when they became sick and likely to die; 
then the priest might come 
peace for them. This was 
likely to prove fatal. He would tell them 
that all might happen as they designed; 
the priest might come and do all for 
them he could, and they would die and 
go to hell for all. As a rule men died as 
they lived ; and only in exceptional 
cases were death bed repentances of any 
effect. If men were strong and prosper­
ous that was no reason why they should 
put oil repentance; but all the more 
reason why they should live religiously 
as a proper and grateful acknowledg­
ment of blessings enjoyed.

Sunday morning following the Bishop 
formally Installed Father llogsn, and 
opened the Mission. Monday he wont to 
St. John’s Island and administered the 

On Saturday His Lordship, the Bishop, Sacrament of Confirmation to 30 ctndid- 
proceeded to Napanee and thenoe by ates, returning to Gananoque In the even- 
carriage to Centreville, where he stayed lng
overnight with the Rev. Michael Lynch, During the week the Ridemptorlst 
the newly appointed pastor ol that Fathers held eaily morning and evening 
parish. Next morning he celebrated services, Their sormom were pointed, 
early Mia», and at 9 o’clock presided at and delivery 1 with grout force and clo­
the public Mass, celebrated by the pas- vuence. The people were plainly told 
tor in the presence of the congregation what is required of them, and the cou- 
of that district. He delivered an address sequencer of disobedience. Drunkenness 
of considerable length on subjects of was particularly denounced as unworthy 
grave local importance, imd at 11 o’clock a man, aul utterly Inconsistent In a 
he and the Rev, M, Lynch drove to Church member. Dancing aul other 
Chippawa. Although it rained heavily, fashionable amusements are also to be 
the people of this remote district came avoided. And only those who live hon- 
inore than half the way to receive their cstly and honorably before Urd and the 
Bishop and conduct him to their church, world, and faithfully perform the ruligious 
At the conclusion of Mass His Lordship duties assigned them, can hope to enjoy 
spoke for an hour and a half in terms of the fall blessings prt mised to those who 
highest appreciation and warm en- d'Vgontly seek to know the law and do 
couragement to his good Irish people of it,
Chippawa, whose earnest faith and devo At each service the church waa filled in 
tion to the Church and the clergy were, every part, with frequently a crowd about 
he laid, praised by every priest, and the door, unable to get in. 
were a source of consolation to himself,as 
their Bishop. He expressed a hope 
that the day is not far distant when they 
would have a resident pastor and could 
enjoy the happiness cf assisting at the 
Holy Sacrifice every Sunday, not once 
in every three weeks, as at present, (t 
was the duty of the Éishop to bring all 
the faithful of his diocese, Wheresoever 
possible, under the common law of the 
Church, and consequently to supply 
them with the opportunity of hearing 
Mass on all Sundays and Holidays of 
obligation, This he had already done, 
by God’s help, in many districts where 
the people heretofore had Mass in their 
church hut once in three or four weeks, 
sometimes more rarely. He vividly des­
cribed the many advantages derived 

presence of a priest in the 
the people, not only for the

and make 
a delusion

By order of His hardship,
Laurence A. Dunpby,

Secretary.

THE BISHOP OF KINGSTON IN CEN- 
THEYILLE AND CHIPPAWA.
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Practical Lessons for the Faithful, 
Especially lu Rural Districts.
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the least service to the dead, may, in­
deed, offer some kind of consolation to 
the living. But that which 
doubted is that the prayers of the 
Church, the holy sacrifice, alms, bring 
them relief, and obtain for them a more 
merciful treatment than they deserved. 
The whole Church, instructed by the 
traditions of the Father», takes care that at 
the part of the sacrifice in which the 
deed are mentioned, a prayer and an 
oblation are made for all those who have 
departed this life in the communion of 
the body of Jesus Christ.”

A most touching incident is related by 
this same great saint, which gives us a 
glimpse into the life and practice of the 
Churoh in his day. When hia saintly 
mother Monica was dying she said to him: 
“Lay this body anywhere ; be not con­
cerned about that ; only I beg of you 
that wheresoever you be, you make re­
membrance of me at the Lord's altar,” 
and the saint goes on to tell how he ful­
filled this request, and how, after her 
death, the “Holy Sacrifice of our Ran- 
eom” waa offered for her, and how 
fervently he continued to pray for her 
soul.

The constant and unbroken tradition 
of praying for the dead, prevailing at all 
times and in all countries, is, we repeat, 
one of the strongest, even if less direct 
than other proofs, of the truth of the 
doctrine of the Church as to the ex 
latence of a place of purgation and pro 
bation in the next life. This practice of 
praying for the dead presupposes also 
the deotrine of the communion of saints.

The Church Catholic is a living organ­
ism—it is the body of Christ. It exists 
in Heaven in a triumphant state, on 
earth in a militant state, and in Purga. 
tory in a suffering state: “As in one 
body,” says St. Paul in the Epistle to the 
Romans, ': there are many members, but 
all the members have not the same office, 
so we being many, are one body in 
Christ, and each one members one of 
another,” The communion of saints is a 
great fact attested by the revealed word 
of God, and embodied as an article of 
faith in the Apostles’ Creed. The Church 
is a vast society of the children of Christ, 
embracing the saints in Heaven, the 
suffering souls in Purgatory, and its 
members still detained in the flesh. 
There is a bond of union, of sympathy, 
and of charity, binding all these children 
of the Church in one great family of God. 
Death cannot separate these souls, 
raise up an impassable barrier dividing 
them, for Christ, who is our peace, hath 
broken down all the walls of partition 
which sin and death had interposed 
between God’s children, and hath made 
both one ; that is, hath embraced and 
united the saints in Heaven, his children 
on earth, and his suffering prisoners in 
Purgatory, into one body, which is His 
Church. And, as in the human body, 
all the members are interdependent and 
minister to each other’s wants, and feel 
for each other’s suffeiings, and contiibute

The
their de
rupt for centuries, 
the memories of her departed children, 
and makes them immortal in her offices 
and liturgies, and .he never fails and 
never ceases to offer supplications sod 
oblations for them to God. Even though 
the mother ehould forget the child of her 
womb, the wife her husband, and though 

honld cease to remember the friends 
of their youth and msnhood, yet will the 
Church never forget the children she bore 
to Christ, She treasures up their memory 
In her mighty heart, and, even
though centuries may pass away
— even though the marble monu­
ments raised to their memory should 
have passed Into ruins, she will ever pray 
and plead Jvt them to Gnd( naa ,^e „;]) 
never sartender her hold on them and her 
abiding and loving interest In them, until 
that day when ehe herself will look her 
last OR a perishing world, and will be 
taken up into Heaven—to be there the 
New Jerusalem — where God will wipe 
away all tears—where death shall be no 
more, nor mourning ror weeping «hall 
not be any more.

0, dearest brethren, let us not fall to 
pray for the dead. Death has merely 
parted them from us as to their bodily 
presence; but he has not severed their Im­
mortal souls from communion with us, 
nor from the graces and mercies of Christ. 
“The souls of the faithful departed,” says 
St. Augustine, “ate not separated from 
the Church,which is the Kingdom of Christ, 
for otherwise there would not be a com­
memoration made of them at the Altar 
of God In the communion of the body of 
Christ." The souls in Purgatory are in 
the Kingdom of Christ's infinite meicy 
and compassion, as well as of His justice. 
Pray for them as Martha prayed for her 
dead brother, and obtained his return to 
life. Bring them in faith and hopefulness 
before the mercy seat of our Lord, even 
as the widow of Naim carried her dead 
son to Him, and he will have compassion 
on them, and will say : “I say lo you 
arise.” And the dead ni'l hear the voice 
of Christ releasing them from prison and 
from pain, and they will arise to the com­
pany of the just, to the citizenship of 
Heaven, to the home of God, where, in 
the words of holy writ, “they shall be be- 
fore the throne of God and serve Him 
day and night in His temple ; and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell over them, 
and they shall not hunger nor thirst any 
more, neither shall the sun fall on them, 
nor any heat, for the lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall rule them, and 
shall lead them to the fountains of the 
waters of life, and Qod shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” (Apoc. viie, 15, 
6,7,16)

Among the suffering souls there may be 
some whom we are especially bound to 
aid. There may be some who have shared 
the joys of our past life, and some who 
have shared our sorrows. There may be 
some whom we have injured by our ex­
ample, harshness or indulgence, and to 
whom, perhaps, we have even been the im-

cannot be

men snora
Corr^pOuaenC* of the Catholic Record.

MISSION AT ST. MABl’S,

On Monday evening, the 11th tint, 
commenced, at tit Mary’s, the exereiaes 
of the Jubilee by the eainlly young Car­
melite, Rev. Father Feehan, of Clifton, 
and ably assisted by Rev. Fathers 
O'Shea, of Seafortb, and Ryan, of Irish- 
town. The first Mass was offered up 
every morning at 6 o’clock, followed by 
others at 7 and 8, and a high mass at 10; 
Throughout the continuance of the mis­
sion tn« church was crowded to itfi 
utmost capacity, proving the high appre­
ciation of the talented Carmelite’s elo­
quent sermons, whose every word seemed 
so full of significance as to produce a 
lasting impression on bis hearers. His 
easy, persuasive manner is irresistible, 
making his services as a missionary in­
calculable, 
attended by the untiring fathers from 
early morning until 11 o’clock at night, 
over six hundred persons having 
approached the sacraments, most ol 
whom were also enrolled io the scapular. 
The choir under the skilful direction of 
the organist, Miss Ford, did their duty 
well, and it is but doing them justice to 
say that they excel most amateur choirs. 
The good pastor, Rev. Father Brennan, 
ever zealous for the spiritual welfare of 
the souls committed to his care, provided 
every facility for his people to avail them­
selves of the abundant graces offered by 
the Church during this year of jubilee. 
Many backsliders (some of whom are, un­
fortunately, to he found in every parish) 
were personally visited by this kind 
father, and, by his exhortations, induced 
to attend the exercises, and receive the 
sacraments. God grant that they may 
persevere.

The neat appearance of the church 
and surroundings, the piety ol the con­
gregation, and their love and respect for 
the pastor, all give evidence of a healthy 
state of affairs in this parish.

222Again, in the First Epistle of Peter (fii, 
19), we read : “Christ died for our sine, 
being put to death in the flesh, but 
livened in the spirit, in which, also, 
coming, he preached to those spirits that 
were in prison.” Now, what was this 
prison ? It was not surely the hell of the 
damned, but that hell or prison ot which 
the Apostle»’ Creed speak», in which 
were detained the souls of God's servants 
who died before Christ, end to whom the 
Saviour came to announce the glad 
tidings of their liberation and of their 
eternal salvation. It is of those spirits 
the scripture speaks when it says of 
Christ that, ascending on high, he led 
captivity captive (Chap. 4,v. 8), that is, 
he freed from the captivity of their 
prison the patriarchs, prophets, and just 
of the old law, and led them in triumph­
ant entry into Heaven on the day of the 
ascension.

Our blessed Lord and teacher tells us 
in Matthew, (chap, xii, 32) “That he that 
shall speak against the Holy Ghost the 
sin shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world nor in the world to come.” 
These words manifestly imply that sins 
may be forgiven in the world to come, 
and, therefore, there must be a middle 
place wherein this forgiveness could be 
meted out, as it could not take place in 
either Heaven or hell, and this is the 
meaning which the Holy Fathers, with a 
striking unanimity, attach to this text.

The last scriptural authority to which 
we shall call attention in proof of a 
middle place, or purgatory in the next 
life, is taken from St. Paul’s let epistle 
to the Corinthians, (ill, 13 16.,) where 
the apostle says : “The day of the Lord 
shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall 
try every man’s work, of what sort it is. 
If any man’s works abide, he shall 
receive a reward. If any man's works 
be burnt, he shall suffer loss, but he him­
self shall be saved yet so as by fire.” 
Here the apostle draws a distinction 
between perfect works done in charity, 
which stand the test of fire, and bring 
rewards to their authors, end imperfect 
works and venial sins, which are burnt 
by purgatoral fires, whilst their authors 
are saved by those purgatoral fires.

The general council oi Florence, held 
in 1438, and in which the Greek and 
Latin churches were united, teaches that

en.

a

from the 
midst of
celebration of Mass on the Lord’s Day, 
but also for the spiritual care and fre­
quent visitation of the sick, the religious 
and moral training of the young, the 
fostering of Christian piety by multiplied 
exercises of devotion, and the continual 
instruction of both parents and children 
through the familiar word of the pastor 
reaching them in their homes and in the 
schools, as well as in the church 
Lordship pointed out the me 
sanctifying daily life according to the 
prescriptions of the Catholic Church, 
dwelling with emphasis upon the duty 
of parents to teach their children by ex- 
ample, more powerful than precept, to 
begin and end each day by prayer to the 
Heavenly Father through Our Blessed 
Redeemer and the intercession ol Ills 
Immaculate Mother, the Virgin Mary. 
Referring to the Sundays on which there 
is no Mass in Chippawa, he told them 
that they are bound by the Divine Law 
to sanctify the I/rrd’s Day, even though 
it be impossible to comply with the 
Ecclesiastical Law of hearing Mass. 
Hence it is not enough to abstain from 
servile work; they should give more 
time to prayer and pious reading on 
Sunday than on other days. He advised 
them earnestly to gather all the family 
together at the hour that they know Mass 
is offered in the other church of the par­
ish, and to join their intentions with 
those of the prieet at the altar far away, 
praying with him whilst he prays and 
offers sacrifice in their name as members 
of his flock; and if they do this in fulness 
of faith and fervour of piety they will 
obtain grace and blessing from that sao 
rifice, offered in the distant church, as 
abundantly as if they were kneeling 
within two yards of the altar. Thus they
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Mr; Blaine’s Nephtw Joins the Jesuits.

San Francisco, Oct. 21.—William Gil­
lespie Walker, nephew of James Q. 
Blaine, has entered the Order of Jeeolt 
Fathers at Santa Clara. He has been a 
student at the college for a year. Yonng 
Walker’s mother was the favorite sister of 
James G. Blaine. She was burled on the 
day that President Cleveland was in­
augurated.
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