PASTORAL LETTER.

JOHN WALSH,
BY THE GRACE OF GOD, AND THE AP-
POINTMENT OF THE HOLY BEE,
BISHOP OF LONDON,

To the Clergy, Religious and Laity of the
Diocese, Health and Benediction in
the Lord.

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN :

The :Eglonh of the month of Novem-

ber, with its “All Souls’ Day,” is for us

an lpptogrlm occaslon for addressing
ou on the corsoling and salutary doc.

e of Purgatory and on the duties of

shty and charity tcwards the faithful
eparted, that spring from it. The Church,
in consecrating month to special de
votion for those who bave died In Christ,
seems to bave formed an alllance with
patore in order the better to attune our
minds to solemn thoughts of death and to
touch and move our hearts with the sacred
memories of those who have gone before
us. November is the fnvoyud of the
yoar. The withered, fallen leaves ; the
oaked trees ; the hush and silecce of the
woods ; the dark, shor! melancholy days;
the moaning winds, that seem like the
dirge of nature over its departed glories
end its prezent sad desolations—all these
characteristios of our November strongly
impress the mind with thoughts of decay
and death, They remind us that, in the
language of Scripture, “All flesh is grass
all the glory thereof as the flawer ot
; the grass s withered and the flower
fallen,”—Is, x1, 6. They tell us that,
in the words of the Pealmi:t, “In the
morning man shall grow up like grass, in
the moming he shall {flourish and pass
away ; in the evening he shall fall, grow
dry and wither.”—Psalms 1xxxix., 6, The
Holy Church takes up these voices and
warnings of nature, and, blending them
with her own, teaches her children that, at
this season of the year, they should occupy
themselves with salutary thoughts con-
cerning death and the dead ; that, mindful
of the certainty of their own death ome
day, they should not forget those who
have gone before them, but should, by
prayers and alms-deeds, and upecinll{ by
the oblation of the hoiy sacrifice of the
Mass, seek to bring them aid and refresh-
ment and to hasten their advent into that
eternal rest and everlasting light and un-
ending and perfect happiness which are
epjoyed in the Kingdom of God. For
there is a place of punisbment in the next
life, whbere some souls sufter for a time
before they can go to Heaven, and these
souls may be helped and relieved by
prayers, alms-deedsand other good works,
or us Catholics there can be no doubt
about the dcctrine of Purgatory, for it is
a defined srticle of our'faith that there is
o middle state in the next life, where some
eouls are detained for a time before they
reach their immoital and happy destivy,
but it is useful to show that this, like a |
the other doctrines of the Church, is in
strict accord with 1ighi reason ard in
perfect harmony with the revealed word
of God.

In treating this question we must, for
the proper understanding of it, lay down
certain preliminary prcpositions :

We will premise by staticg that every
sin is not mortal, and does mot deserve
eternal punishment, according to the laws
of divine justice ; but that there are less
grievous sins which are, from their natur
venial, and do mnot destroy grace an
<harity ; and it is to such the Secripture
refers when it declares that the just man
falls seven times, Hence, the just can
truly use the words of the Lord’s prayer:
“Forgive us our tre:pames.” St. Jobn

-declsres that if '.::5 we have no sin, we
- decelve ouese!ves, the truth is not in
us, (1st Epis. St, John, 1et chap.) Our
Lord even aseures us that ¢* for every idle
word we speak, we sha!lrenderan account
on the day of judgment.” (Matthew,
chap, 12 ) Would it x.ot be monstrous, for
inatance, to assext that the telling of a
jocose lle were equal in gravity to the
horritle crime of parricide, or the shame-
ful sin of ldu‘.ser’y, and that it deserves a
like punishment? Hence, 8t. Augustine
says that, “for those daily, transient and

"ltﬁﬁl :d, o:: vivlithout whlclf: ﬂlllil }itl.hh
not liv: (] rayers of the faith.
ful satisfy.” po

We must, in the sccond place, premise
that, even when God pardons tke truly
penitent the eternal punishment due to
mortal sin, He does not always forgive
certain temporal chastisements which
remain to be endured cr expiated by the
forgiven sinner,

ur first parents di obeyed the com.
mand which God gave them—they stnned,
God pardoned their ain, but oh! how
terrible were the temporal punishments
inflicted on that ein ! Tiey were banished
from Paradize and were condemned to
death, and that sentence of death com-
prited alltheir posterity, By their tin
there came Into the world "pestilences,
famines, plagues, wars, sickness and death,
Moses and Aaron, for inving sinned at the
water of contradic'ion by want of confi-
dence, were never permitted to enter the
Brom.'sed laxd ; and though Moses feasted
Is eyes upon its Leauties, yet, as a
temporsl punishment of his sin, he was
never allowed to set his foot upon itssoil,
David, than whom thecre was never a
greater penitent, offerded God. The
prophet of the Lord was sent to him, He
confessed his ein, exclaiming, “I have
sinned against the Lord.” e prophet
said to hi m, “the Lord also hath taken
away thy ein ; thou sbalt not die ; never-
theless, because thou hast given occasion
to the enemics of the Lord to blaspheme,
for this thing the cbild thatis born thee
shall surely die.” There remaine, there.
fore, a temporal punishment due even to
forglven sin,
© should a'eo understand that no sin,
according to God’s ordinary providence,
can or will be forgiven without satiefying,
astoall tte punishment due to it, the
laws of divine justice.
Now, it can tapp(n, axd it tco often

bappens, that tke just dmm from tbis
life still stained with venialsins, or bound
by the debt of the temporal punichment
yet due for mortal sios forgiven, as to
their guilt, and the eternal punishment
due to them,

Men die suddenly in wavy weys—:tome
by heart diseass, others apoplexy ;
tome are found dead in their beds ; others
are killed by accident on trains or steam-
boats—and thus bave not time togrepent
of venial sins, and die stained with their
guilt, Itisceitain that the mumber of
souls who thus die in venisl sin, or who
have not discharged the umroml unish-
ment due mortal sin forgiven, ls very

reat. No sin shall g0 unpunished ; un.

ess it be pupished by the sinner himself,

by pemance, it must be punished by God,

who is offend¢d. Divine mercy does not

violate the rights of eternal justice, but

respects and conserves them, Hence,

whi!st it forgives the guilt of sin and the

eternal punishment due to it, it does not

abeolve from the debt of temporary

punishment to be undergone in vrder to

satisly justico. Now, as nothing defiled

can ever enter the kingdom of Heaven,

and no debt of punishment due to sin can

co exist with eternal beatitude, it

necessarily follows that, before the

imperfect can enter Heaven, . they must

bo({)urgod. from the stains of venial sins

and from the debt of temporal punishment

due to forgiven grievoussine, Bat, since

this does not always take place In this life,

it must neceesarily take placein the next,

and hence the mecessity of Pargatory, or

s place of punishment in the other Jife,

where some sounls suffer for a time before

tho& can go to Heaven.

‘e now come to the Scriptaral preofs
of this dcctrine. In the Second Beok of
Maccabees (xii., 46) it is related that the
heroic and pious Judas Machabeus sent
1,200 drackmas of silver to Jervsalem for
sacrifices to be offared for his soldiers slain
in battle, and the inspired writer, com.
menting on this fact, eays : ‘‘It is therefore
a holy and wholesome thought to pray
for the deed, that they may be loosed from
their sins,” Now, it would be perfectly
useless to pray for the dead if they were
in Heaven, and worse than useless to pray
forthem were they condemned to eternal
torments, There must be, therefore, in
the belief of the inepired writer of this
book of Scripture, an intermediate place,
where, in the next life, some souls are
detained, and who may be loosed from
their sins by pious prayers and suffrages,
I am aware ttat noa Catholics contend
that this Second Book of Mascabees is not
canonical Scripture, but the very same
authority from which we hold the whole
Canon of Scripture, namely, the authority
of the Catholic Church, holds this also to
be cenonical and inspired Scripture. Bat,
admitting for argument’s sake, that it is
not canonical, it must be admitted, at all
events, to be perfec'ly true and reliable
history, It, therefore, proves that,
amongst the Jews—the people of God—in
those days the belief prevailed that some
of the departed dead could be relieved
and loosed from their sins, and the pen-
alties of their sins, by prayer and sacrifices;
end this could rot bethe csee if, besides
the Heaven of the saved, and the hell of
the damned, there did not exist an inter.
mediate place of expiation for some
souls ere they could reach their immon tal
and final destiny in Heaven. OQur Lord,
who came to teach the truth and to point
out the errors and corruptions that had
crept into Jewish belief and practice,
would have condemned this doctrine
were it not true, but, eo far from doing
80, he confirms it. It is of this prison,
according to the Holy Fathers, our Lord
speaks when he says (Luke xii,5,9):
“Thou shalt not depart thence till thou
hast paid the last farthing,” In the
parable of Dives and Lazarus, our Lord
tells us that the latter, after his death,
was carried to the bosom of Abraham,
Now, what place was this 7 It could not
have been Heaven, for no one could enter
Heaven before the death of Christ; nor
could it have been hell, for then the
gor:yer of Dives to Lszarus would have

n without meaning or purpose, It
must, therefore, have been that middle
place in which the souls of the just of
the old law were detained until after the
death and resurrection of Christ. (xvi,
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Again, in the Firat Epistle of Peter (uii,
19), we read : “Christ died for our sins,
being put to death in the flesh, but en.
livened in tha spirit, in which, also,
coming, he preached to those spirits that
were in rrinon." Now, what was this
rison ? It was not surely the hell of the
amned, but that hell or prison of which
the Apostles’ Creed epeake, in which
were detained the souls of God’s servants
who died before Christ, and to whom the
Saviour came to announcé the glad
tidings of their liberation and of their
eternal salvation. It isof those spirite
the scripture speaks when it says of
Christ that, ascending on high, he led
captivity captive (Chap. 4, v. 8), that is,
he freed from the captivity of their
prison the patriarchs, prophets, and just
of the old law, and led them in triumph-
ant entry into Heaven on the day of the
ascension,
. Our blessed Lord and teacher tells us
in Matthew, (chap, xii, 32) “That he that
shall speak against the Holy Ghost the
ein shall not be forgiven him, neither in
this world nor in the world to come,”
These words manifestly imply that sins
may be forgiven in the world to come,
and, therefore, there must be a middle
place wherein this forgiveness could be
meted out, as it could not take place in
either Heaven or hell, and this is tbe
meaning which the Holy Fathers, with a
striking unanimity, attach to this text.
The last scriptural authority to which
we shall call attention in proof of a
middle place, or purgatory in the next
life, is taken from St, Paul’s 1st epistle
to the Corinthians, (i, 13-15,,) where
the apostle eays: “The day of the Lord
shall berevealed by fire, and the fire shall
try every man’s work, of what sort it is.
It any man's works abide, he shall
receive a reward, If any man’s works
be burnt, he shall suffer loss, but he him-
self shall be saved yet so as by fire,”
Here the apostle draws a distinction
between perfect works done in charity,
which stand the test of fire, and bring
rewards to their authors, wnd imperfect
works and venial sins, which are burnt
by purgatoral fires, whilst their authors
are saved by those purgatoral fires,
, The general council of Fiorence, held
in 1438, and in which the Greek and

Latin churches were united, teaches that

these words are to be understood of the
fires of Purgatory, and so do all the
Greek and Latin Fathers, and the ocon.
stant tradition of the church. In fact,
the unbroken tradition of the Catholic
Church,and of all the Christian ages down
to the sixteenth ocntury, testifies that
8 belief in a middle state of purgatoral
exsiulion in the next life was a doctrine
of Christian faith firmly, constantly and
universally held and acted upon. The
east and west, the north and soutk—in
other worde, the universal Church of
Christ, from the earliest sges downwards,
held and taught the doctrine of purga.
tory and the farther and co-relative doc-
trine that the souls therein detained
could be assisted, relieved and freed by
prayers, almsdeeds, and by the unbloody
sacrifice of the altar. Hence, the
Council of Trent, basing its teaching on
the word of God and the unanimous
tradition of the Christian ages, defined
and decreed that “there isa Purgatory,
and that the souls there detained are
helped by the suftrages of the taithful,
but chiefly by the acceptable sacrifice of
the altar,” And this brings us to the
consoling doctrine that those prisoners
of hope may be helped, relieved and
freed from theil;gurglwml prison by our
iuyerl, almsdeeds aud other good works,

ut chiefly by the holy sacrifice of the
mass, No doctrine of our holy religion
has more undeniable proofs of its anti-
quity than this of the duty of praying
for the dead in Christ, and the benefits
they derive from this holy practice, No
proof of the existence of a middle state
could be more convincing than this of
the unfailing tradition and practice of
the Church, Of what use, without the
existence of a middle state, could be
prayers for the dead ! They could be of
no use to the just in Heaven, for as St.
Augustine says, “he who prays for a
martyr does injury to the martvr;” of
none to the damned, for out of hell there
is no redemption,” 'i'ertullinn, wholived
in the age next to that of the apostles,
speaking of & pious widow, says: “She
prays for the soul of her husband, and
begs refreshment for him,” St, Cyprian,
in the following age, is, in several pages
of his writings, a witness to this belief
and practice of the Church in this day,
As far back as the fourth century, St,
Cyril testifies that it was the custom to
Fny for those who had departed this
ite, believing it to be a great assistance
to those souls for whom prayers were
oftered while the holy and tremendous
sacrifice is going on,” St, Chrysostom,
who flourished within three hundred
years of the age of the apostles, writes
as follows: “It was not without good
reason ordained by the apostles that mention
should be made of the dead in the tre-
mendous mysteries, because they knew
well that these would receive great
benefit from it,”

All the other great Christian writers
and teachers of antiquity, down to St.
Amwbrose, St, Jerome and St. Augustine,
prove that the doctrine and practice of
the Church in this important regard were
the same then as now, and, therefore,
that they are of apostolic autllority, an
warrant, according to the maxim of St,
Augustine, ‘“that which the universal
Church holds, which has been always
retained, and not instituted by counci{s,
is justly believed to have been not
otherwize transmitted than by apostolic
authority.” (de Bapt. contra. don.)

St, Augustine, who flourished in the
fifth ceutury, is more explicit on this
subject. In one of his sermons (serm,
clxxii.) he says: “Funeral pomp and a
gorgeous mausoleum, without geing of
the least service to the dead, may, in-
deed, offer some kind of consolation to
the living, Buat that which cannot be
doubted is that the prayers of the
Church, the holy sacrifice, alms, bring
them relief, and obtain for them a more
merciful treatment than they deserved.
The whole Church, snstructed by the
traditions of the Fathers, takes care that at
the part of the sacrifice in which the
dead are mentioned, a prayer and an
oblation are made for all those who have
departed this life in the communion of
the body of Jesus Christ.”

A most touching incident is related by
this same great saint, which gives us a
glimpee into the life and practice of the
Churoch in his day, When his saintly
mother Monica was dying she said to him:
“Lay this body anywhere ; be not con-
cerned about that ; only I beg of you
that wheresoeyer you be, you make re-
membrance of me at the Lord's altar,”
and the saint goes on to tell how he ful-
filled this request, and how, after her
death, the “Hoiy Sacrifice of our Ran.
som” was oftered for her, and how
{ervlently he continued to pray for her
soul.

The constant and unbroken tradition
of praying for the dead, prevailing at all
times and in all countries, is, we repeat,
one of the strongest, even if less direct
than other proofs, of the truth of the
doctrine of the Church as to the ex
istence of a place of purgation and pro
bation in the nextlite, This practice of
praying for the dead presupposes also
the dectrine of the communion of saints.
. The Church Catholic is a living organ-
ism—it is the body of Christ, It exists
in Heaven in & triumphant state, on
earth in a militant state, and in Purga.
tory in a suflering state: “As in one
body,” says St. Paul in the Epistle to the
Romans, ‘:there are many members, but
all the members have not the same office,
80 we being many, are one body in
Christ, and each one members one of
another.” The communion of saints is a
great fact attested by the revealed word
of God, and embodied ss an article of
faith in the Apostles’ Creed, The Church
is & vast society of the children of Christ,
embracing the saints in Heaven, the
sutfering souls in Purgatory, and its
members still detained in the flesh,
There is & bond of union, of sympathy,
and of charity, binding all these children
of the Church in one great family of God.
Death cannot separate these souls, nor
raise up an impassable barrier dividing
them, for Christ, who is our peace, hath
broken down all the walls of partition
which sin and death had interposed
between God’s children, and hath made
both one ; that is, hath embraced and
united the saints in Heaven, his children
on earth, and his suffering prisoners in
Purgatory, into one body, which 1s His
Church, And, as in the human body,
all the members are interdependent and
minister to each other’s wants, and feel
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to the well being of the whole body, sn,
in the Church of God, which is the body
of Chuist, the various members thereof do,
by the divine appointment, and according
to their position and the measure of their
upult¥. minister to each other’s spiritual
needs, ntercbsnga kindly and merciful
officer, are bound together by the bonds of
active charity and fxionduhlp. which defy
thc“&owen ¢f death and the ruin and
wreokage of the grave. We here on ea:th
invoke the prayers of the saints—they
intercede for us with God—and by pray-
ers, almsdeeds and other good works we
bring relief and comfort, and we hasten
the day of their frcedom and happiness
for the Eriaonerl of God in Pargatory.
This {s the communion of saints in the
fullest sense of the word, It presents the
whole world of touls who are at friend.
ship with God, whether they still remain
in the flesh or are already divested of
thelr bodies, and are reigning in Heaven
or suffering, with unspeakable longings
for home, in Purgatory ; bound together
in the golden bonds of sympathy, friend.
ship and love—bonds which death itself
cannot rend asunder ; for love {s stronger
than death—fortis est ut mors delectio. In
the Chtholic system the love of friend.
ship and of charity is not killed or ex-
tinguished by death. It survives its
awful ravages—it smiles above the wreck
of mortality, like the blessed light of
hope upon a death-bed—like the rain-
bowof promise over the retiring waters
of the deluge, Soul lives in blissful
communion with sou!—friend here with
departed friend—and nor death nor the
g:vo can part them, This is and ever
been the belief and practice of the
Church, and hence we find in every
Christian age, from the catacombs to
this mineteenth century, prayers and
sacrifice offered up by the living for the
souls of the faithful departed. We find
this belief and practice recorded on the
damp walls of the catacombs—on mural
tablets in churches—on the tombs that
aftection or pride has raised to
the memory of the departed. We
find them enshrined in the im
mortal pages of the  Futhers
—embodied in the liturgies of the eastern
and western Churches, and in the plaintive
music and wailing dirges of the Church—
in the “Dies Iiw,” and “Liberas,” they
bave come echoing, sounding down the
ages, soothing and healing broken hearts,
drying the tears of those made widows
and orphans by death—and, in accents of
tenderest pity and compassion, pleadin
at the mercy-seat of God for the rest an
ence and happiness of the departed ones,
Bh, far more heart-reaching than Jere:
miah’s song of sorrow amid the ruins of
his beloved city—far more touching and
overpowering than the lamentations of
Rachel for the lost children of Rama—are
the sorrow-laden dirges of the Church
when pleading to God for comfort and
strength and patience for the living be-
reaved ones, and forgiveness and mercy for
the departed dead. All the sighs and
sorrows of broken hearts—all the cruching
aflictions and griefs of widows aud or-
pbans—all the heart anguish and agony
of bereaved mothers—all the fears and
hopes of the living for the dead—are taken
up and given voices in the liturgy of the
Chureb, and, in union with the pleadings
of the precious blocd, aecend to Heaven,

mediate cauee or occasion of the sin for
which they aresuffering. There are some,
maybap, whoee death occurred under such
circumstances that we have reason to fear
that thelr sufferings are peculiarly terrible,
and that their absence from Ged will
endure long, Poesibly, too, these suffer.
ing souls have during life been very near
and dear to us, They may be our rela.
tives, our brothers or sisters, our children,
our fathers or our mothers, God loves
them and desires their speedy admission
to heavenly happiness; yet He makes
this depend on the amount of love we
may manifest for them. He will not ad-
mit them to eterval glory, until our
fervent prayers open to them the heavenly

ates, That our works of charity, where.

y we relieve the poor on earth, per.
formed for Christ, and raised in value by
His merite, cancel many sins, is attested in
Holy Scripture; for “alms delivereth
from death, and the same is that which
purgeth away sins and maketh to find
mercy aud life everlasting.” (Tobias xii ,9 )
If then so great a reward is promised t)
those who relieve the suffering on earth,
will not the reward be proportlonally
greater, if by our good works we relieve
from much more intense suffering the
souls in ’urgatory ?

Ist. In conclusion, then, we most
strongly recommend to our Catholic people
a special devotion for the relief of the
souls in Purgatory, Lst their prayers and
good works, and e:pecially the Holy Sac-
rifice of the Mass be frequently offered to
God for this ‘};urpose.

2ad. For this end we exhort our people
to recite the Roaary of the Blessed Virgin,
with their femilies, during this month of
November, for the repcse of the souls of
the faithful departed. We may well
imagine that those souls appeal to uecon-
stantly for the help that we can sv readily
afford to them., We may imagiue them
addressing us in the words of holy Job
(xix, 21.) “Have pity on me, have pity
on me, you at least my friemds, because
the hand of the Lord bath touched me.”

3:td. We desire that the Charch bell be
tolled at seven o’clock each evening dur
ing the month, to remind the faithful of
the sacred duty of praying for the de-
parted,

This pastoral shall be read in all the
Churches and Chapels of our diocese, and
in the religious communities, the Sunday
after its reception.

Given from St, Peter's Palace, London,
Ont., on the 23rd October, 183G, Feast of
our Most Holy Redeemer,

+JOHN WALSH,
Bishop of London,
3y order of His T.ordship,
Lavrexce A, Duxray,
Secretary.

THE BISHOP OF KINGSTON IN CEN.
TREVILLE AND CHIPPAWA.

Practical Lessons for the Faithful,
Especially in Rural Districts.

On Saturday His Lordship, the Bishop,
proceeded to Napanee and thence by
carriage to Centreville, where he stayed
over night with the Rev, Michael Lyncb,
the newly-appointed pastor of that
parish. Next morning he celebrated

and in accents more tearful, more piteous
and more touching than ever else pleaded
for the remission of gilt or the alleviation
of sorrow, cry out to God for comfort for
the sorrows of the living, and for mercy
and pardon for the departed,

The Eyptians embalmed the bodies of
their delg, and thus preserve them incor-
rupt for centuries, The Church embalms
the memories of her departed children,
and makes them immortal in her offices
and liturgies, and che never fails and
never ceases to offer supplications aud
oblations for them to God. Even though
the mother should forget the child of her
womb, the wife her husband, and though
men should cease to remember the friends
of their youth and manhood, yet will the
Church never forget the children she bore

to Christ, She treasures up their memory
in her mighty heart, and, even
though centuries may ass  away

— even though the marble monu-
ments raised to their memory eshould
have passed into ruins, she will ever pray
and plead for them to God, 4uq sne will
never surrender her hold on them and her
abiding and loving interest in them, until
that day when she herself will look her
Ist on & perishing world, and will be
taken up into Heaven—to be there the
New Jerusalem — where God will wipe
away all tears—where death shall be no
more, nor mourning ror weeping shall
not be any more,

O, dearest brethren, let us not fail to
pray for the dead, Death has merely
parted them from us as to their bodily
presence, but he has not severed thelr im-
mortal souls from communion with us,
nor from the graces and mercles of Christ,
“The souls of the faithful departed,” says
St. Augustine, “arc not se, nratec{ from
the Church,wh‘ch is the Kingdom of Christ,
for otherwise there would not be a com-
memoration made of them at the Altar
of God in the communicn of the body of
Christ.” The souls in Pargatory are in
the Kiogdom of Christ’s infinite meicy
and compageion, as well as of ILis justice,
Pray for them ag Martha prayed for her
dead brother, and obtained his return to
life, Dring them in faith and hopefulness
before the mercy seat of our Lord, even
as the widow of Naim carried her dead
son to Him, and he will have compassion
on them, and will ray: “I say to you
arise,” And the dead wi'l hear the voice
of Christ releasing them from prison and
from pain, and they will arise to the com-

any of the just, to the citlzenship of
fienven, to the home of God, where, in
the words of holy writ, “‘they shall be be.
fore the throne of God and serve Him
day and night in His temple ; and He that
sitteth on the throne shall dwell over them,
and they shall not hunger nor thirst any
more, neither shall the sun fall on them,
nor any heat, for the lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall rule them, and
shall lead them to the fountains of the
watera of life, and God ehall wipe away
all tears from their eyes.” (Apoc. viie, 15,
6,7,16)

'Among the suffering souls there may be
some whom we are especially bound to
sid. There may be some who have shared
the joys of our paet life, and some who
have shared our sorrows. There may be
some whom we have injured by our ex-
ample, harshness or indulgence, and to

for each other’s sufferings, and contribute

whom, perbaps, we have even been theim-

early Mass, and at 9 o'clock presided at
the pablic Mass, celebrated by the pas—
tor in the presence of the congregation
of that district, He delivered an address
of considerable length on subjects of
grave local importance, and at 11 o’clock
he and the Rev. M, Lynch drove to
Chippawa. Although it rained heavily,
the people of this remote district came
more than half the way to receive their
Bishop and conduct him to their church.
At the conclusion of Mass His Lordship
spoke for an hour and a half in terms of
highest appreciation and warm en-
couragement to his good Irish people of
Chippawa, whose earnest faith and devo-
tion to the Church and the clergy were,
he said, praised by every priest, an:

were & source of consolation to himself,as
their Bishop. IHe expressed a hope
that the day is not far distant when they
would have a resident pastor and could
enjoy the happiness cf assisting at the
Holy Sacrifice every Sunday, not once
1n every three woeks: as at present, It
was the duly of the Bishop fo bring all
the faithful of his diocese, wheresoever
possible, under the common law of the
Church, and consequently to supply
them with the opportunity of hearing
Mass on all Sundays and Holidays of
obligation, This he had already done,
by God’s help, in many districts where
the peorie heretofore had Mass in their
church {mt once in three or four weeks,
gometimes more rarely, Ie vividly des-
cribed the many advantages derived
from the presence of a priest in the
midst of '5‘10 people, not only for the
celebration of Mass on the Lord’s Day,
but also for the spiritual care and fre-
quent visitation of the sick, the religious
and moral training of the young, the
fostering of Christian piety by multiplied
exercises of devotion, and the continual
instruction of both parents and children
through the familiar word of the pastor
reaching them in their homes and in the
gchools, a8 well as in the church, Iis
Lordship pointed out the method of
ganctifying daily life according to the
prescriptions of the Catholic Church,
dwelling with emphasis upon the duty
of parents to teach their children by ex.
ample, more powerful than precept, to
begin and end each day by prayer to the
Heuvenly Father through Our Blessed
Redeemer and the intercession of Hia
Iimmaculate Mother, the Virgin Mary,
Referring to the Sundays on which thore
is no Masg in Chippawa, he told them
that they are bound by the Divine Law
to sanctify the Lord’s Day, even though
it be impossible to comply with the
Ecclesiastical Law of hearing Mass,
Hence it is not enough to abstain from
servile work; they nhould give more
time to prayer and pious reading on
Sunday than on other days, He advised
them earnestly to gather all the family
together at the hour that they know Mass
is oftered in the other church of the par-
ish, and to join their intentions with
those of the priest at the altar far away,
praying with him whilst he prays and
offers sacrifice in their name as members
of his flock; and if they do this in tulness
of faith and fervour of piety they will
obtain grace and blessing from that sac
rifice, offered in the distant church, as
abundantly as if they were kneeiln;

are deprived of no necessary spiritual o¢
temporal benefit by the impossibility of
assisting at Mass in their own ch
because they would, if they could, ba
bodily present at the holy sacrifice, and
they do all they can do by uniting their
minds and hearts through faith with the
priest oftering in their behalf, and with
Jesus Christ, the chief priest and the
victim of oblation, who sees the famil
at prayer and hears their prawses
supplications as readily at twelve milea®
distance as if they worshipped at the
altar rails. In conclusion the Bisho
promised to visit this congregation nex
year and administer Confirmation tg
their children in their own church;
Having again blessed them, he returned
to Centreville, where the faithful of this
section assembled next morning, as ha
had requested, to hear Mass and receiva
his further instructions. An address from
the laity was read to Ilis Lordship by
Squire Whelan, accompanied by other
gentlemen of the congregation, Havin
made a formal reply,ihe Bishop preache
for an hour upon the duties of Catholics
for their lpersonnl sanctification and the
rearing of their children for God, In the
afternoon he returned to Kingston,

St. John's Church Mission,

The Most Rev, Dr. Cleary arrived in
Gananoque last Saturday week, and
preached to his people in St, John'y
church in the evening. Iis object was
to open the Mission to be held during
last week by two Redemptorist Fathers,
who also arrived on the same day,

The Bishop admonished his hearers to
take advantage of this special means of
grace afforded them, and to resolva
henceforth to live in obadience to the
express commands of God. He specified
numerous besetting sins as likely to draw
men and women away from their Church
duties, and strongly urged that all such
practices should be abandoned, He said
some people did not see the need of
living holy lives; they were strong and
healthy, their families robust, their busi«
ness prosperous and everything tendin,
to make themy comfortable. And instea
of living in a way to show their gratitude
for such blessings, they reasoned that it
would be time enough for them to repent
when they became sick and likely to die;
then the priest might come and maka
peace for them, This was a delusion
likely to prove fatal. He would tell them
that all might happen as they designed;
the priest might come and do all for
them he could, and they would die and
go to hell for all, As a rule men died ag
they lived; and only in exceptional
cases were death-bed repentances of any
eftect. If men were strong and prosper-
ous that was no reason why they should
put off repentance; but all the more
reason why they should live religiously
as a proper and grateful acknowledg:
ment of blessings enjoyed.

Sunday mornin lullowlnﬁ the Bisho
formally installed Father Hogan, an
opened the Mission. Monday he went to
St, John’s Island and administered the
Sacrament of Confirmation to 36 candid.
ates, returning to Gananoquein ths even=
in

yi)nring the week the Rademptorist
Fathers held early morning and u\'--ulll[;
pervices, Their sermons were pointed,
and deliverel with great force and elo-
cuence, The people were plainly told
what is required of them, aud the con-
sequences of disobedience, Drunkenuess
was particularly denounced as unworthy
a man, aud utterly iuconsistent In &
Church member. Danciog anl other
fashionable amusements are also to ba
avoided, And only those who live hon-
estly and honorably before Gyd and the
wmgd, and faithfully perform the religious
dntlea assigned them, can hope to enjoy
the full blessings promised to those who
diligantly teek to know the law and da
it,

At each service the church was filled in
every part, with frequently a crowd about
the door, unable to get in.

Massnas S
Correiyouaende of the Catholio Recard,

MISSION AT NT. MARY'S,

On Monday evening, the 11th inst,,
gommenced, at 3¢, Mary’s, the exercises
of the Jubilee by the saintly young Car-
melite, Rev. Father Feehan, of Clifton,
and ably assisted by Rev, Fathers
0'Shes, of Seaforth, and Ryan, of Irish-
town, The first ihu was offered up
every morning at 6 o'clock, followed by
others at 7 and 8, and a high mases at 10,
Throughout the continuance of the mis-
sion tha church was crowded to ity
utmost capacity, proving the high appre.
ciation of the talented Carmelite's elo-
quent sermons, whose every word seemed
so full of significance as to produce a
lasting impression on his hearers, His
easy, persiasive manner is irresistible,
making his services as & missionary in.
calculable, The confessionals were
attended by the untiring fathers from
early morning until 11 o’clock at night,
over six hundred persons havin
approached the sacraments, most o
whom were also enrolled in the scapular,
The cheir under the skilful direction of
the organist, Miss Ford, did their duty
well, and it is but doing them justice ta
say that they excel mostamateur choirs,
The good pastor, Rev, Father Brennan,
ever zealous for the spiritual wellaro of
the sou!s committed to his care, provided
every facility for his people to avail them.
selves of the abundant graces offered by
the Church during this year of jubilee.
Many backsliders (some of whom are, un«
fortunately, to be found in every parish)
were personally visited by this kind
father, and, by his exhortations, induced
to attend the exercises, and receive the
sacraments, God grant that they may
persevere,

The neat appearance of the church
and surroundings, the piety of the con-
gregation, and their love and respect for
the pastor, all give evidence of a healthy
state of affuirs in this parish,

Mr; Blaine’s Nephcw Joins the Jesultse

San Francisco, Oct, 21.—William Gil.
lesple Walker, nephew of James G,
Blaine, has entered the Order of Jesult
Fathers at Santa Clara, He has been &
student at the college for a year. Youn
Walker’s mother was the favorite sister o
James G. Blaine, She was burled on the
day that President Cleveland was in-

within two yards of the altar, Thus they

augarated,
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