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Let ue now briefly consider 

cent notion and influence of I 
on the condition of the laborii 
nan classes. At the time of th 
our Blessed Lord, the civil™ 
pagan world had reached 
but it was a cold, heartless 
it was like a marble statue 
exquisitely beautiful, and 
breathe and palpitate with li 
hard, cold, unfeeling, and piti 
was then no pity tor the p< 
consideration for the toUii 
Labor had fallen into conte 
badge of degradation, and cm 
only fit for slaves. Workin 
deprived of the rights of mar 
robbed of their liberties and 
and were reduced to the 
slaves. Both in Greek and I 
lisation work had been ma 
and workingmen slaves. At 
Augustus Ccesar there were 
sixty millions of slaves in the 
over which he ruled. And t 
were not men on whose brow 
or an African sun had burnt 
of slavery ; they were, in bloc 
the equals of their masters, 
law a slave was not a person, 
he had, of course, no civil i 
rights ; he had no power tc 
legacy, no power of civil actic 
entirely beyond the pale 
tection of law ; he had not ev< 
duties or hopes. He was in 
absolutely subject to his mi 
who had the power of life and 
him. Such is the frightful ci 
which millions of workingme 
duced in ancient civilization, 
were described by Seneca 
“fettered feet, bound hands, a 
faces.”

Our divine Saviour became 
man, was a carpenter, and t 
son of a carpenter, and for ye: 
and toiled with St. Joseph ft 
bread.

He thus made labor 
ailed it in human estimation, 
a dignity in the eyes of men a 
of merit in the eyes of Go 
Christian system,

LABOR HAVING BECOME ENI 
by the action and example of 
workingman rose in the scalt 
estimation ; he ceased to be t 
a thing, and was looked upoi 
possessing human rights an 
and duties. Men, whether fri 
were taught the doctrines i 
before God, who was thei 
father ; they were taught the 
human and Christian Brother! 
in the language of St. Pan 
spirit they were all baptize: 
body, whether Jews or Gen till 
bona or free" ( 1 Corinthians i 
they were all children of God 
Jesus Christ; that there was i 
nor Greek, neither bond nc 
that they were all one in Ch 
(Galatians iii., 27-28). Thei 
sounds broke with the power 
of delightful music on the 
fettered slaves. Millions c 
beings, bowed down under th 
able burdens and unspeakal 
of slavery, lifted up their he 
their eyes towards heaven, an 
hope.

Gradually, under the bl: 
fruitful influence of the exi 
teachings of our Saviour, l 
began to fall from the festerii 
the slaves, men learned their 
dignity as well as their respt 
labor was ennobled and 
the curse of slavery was cond: 
in principle destroyed. Wh< 
mate the value of this mi# 
this great moral revolution ! t 
ings has it not conferred on 
What fountains of tears has it 
up I What broken hearts 
healed I What unspeakable i 
it not banished ! What burd: 
has it not lifted up from the 
soul of man ! With what hop: 
what sunshine of liberty and g 
it not flooded the world, tram 
from a pen of slaves into 
Christian freemen.
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