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Christ, in the Gospels, frequently
compares man’'s life on earth to a |
tree that bears fruit, and it is to
be noted that man muet bring forth |
some sort of fruit. This follows |
from the fact that he is a free
being, and, acting rationally, his
works will be good or bad from a
moral standpoint. Wére man |
merely possessed of an instinct, like
the animals, he would pot be
accountable for his acts. But con
sidering him as he is, every act
thought, and word i 8¢
sort of fruit. Christ gives us
a4 means of judging of h
fruits of our life. If we are
good the fruits borne by us will be
good ; if evil, then the fruits of our |
life also will be evil. This is not |
always apparent to men, for hypo- |
crites and deceivers often perform |
works apparently of great merit
But Christ says it will be evident |
some day, for He tells us that we
can ¢iscover false prophets by the |
fruits which follow from their |
hypocritical acts. |

This consideration of the fruits |
we produce in our lives and the |
subsequent, if not immediate,
revelation of their nature, should
seriously occupy us. After all, our
life on earth is only the beginning
of a fuller life which is to come to
us. This fuller life will be either
one of eternal happiness or of
eternal misery. Now, which it will
be depends upon the fruit we bear
during the days of our mortal |
existence.

In the more or less ignorant state
in which humanity has been left
since the fall of Adam and Eve,
often we are liable to become
blinded to the true nature of the
works of our life. There is also
the arch-deceiver of mankind, who
can change himself into an angel of
light and deceive us in our opinion
of the fruits of our lives. So it is
necessary for us to be certain of
the true nature of the fruits we
bear. Otherwice we may blindly
pass along in life, performing works
which we judge to be good, but
which in reality are evil. Christ
gives us the key to passing the
right judgment on our works. He
says that if we are virtuous, the
fruits of our life will be good ; but
if we are wicked, then the fruits
produced by us will be evil.

But how are we to find out
whether we are good or bad?
Ordinary means for doing so are
at hand. Are we Christians in the
full sense of the word? Are we
honestly endeavoring to carry out
the mandates of Christ ? If we can
truthfully answer before God that
we are using our best efforts to lead
a good Christian life, then we can
have a moral certainty that we are
producing good fruits; greater
assurance than this we can not have
in life.

But how do we become a good or
bad trze, in the semse in which
Christ speaks? Certainly we are
not bad by nature, even though the
effects of original injustice remain
within us. Neither does God intend
good and bad trees to exist together
in the world. His will is that all
men be saved ; and in order to be
saved, a man must produce, under
the influence of grace, works
worthy of eternal life. In other
words, God wills all men to be good.
The fact is, however, that the
wicked continue in the world as
well as the good. The reasons for
the existence of these two classes
are plain enough. The reason why
some are wicked is neglect of God’s
grace and a yielding to paasions ;
the reason why others are good is
because they mortify their passions
and come, by various means under
the influence of divine grace. :

It is well for us to ask ourselves
what course we are now pursuing.
No doubt we shall be inclined to
think that we are leading a life of | ¢
righteousness, or, at least, that we |
are doing our best to that end. It
is human to think thus. But it will
help us to form a true opinion of
ourselves if we take a retrospective |
glance and compare our present |
moral condition with what it w;m{
a year or two ago, or even further
back. Are we better now than vu-t
were then? Have we fewer evil |
habits, whether great or small,
than we had at that time? The
one who has really improved, who |
has conquered some of the hnbltu‘
that existed in his soul, is indeed |
a good tree and is bearing good
fruit. But what must be said of
the one who is no better, though no
worse, and has eradicated none of
his former habits? True, he may
be good but, unless a change comes |
for the better—even though it be |
only in the smallest degree—he is
in great danger of a gradual decay.
God wants us to progress toward
virtue. Nay, even nature is so
formed that if it is not continually
subdued, it will be the conqueror.

It is principally due to the
absence of a true knowledge of
one’s moral condition that a fall
from grace occurs. And this lack
of knowledge of our real condition
resulte, generally, from the absence
of meditation in our lives, How
much we can learn. in this respect
from the saints! Their life was
one of continuous meditation.
They never ceased to think on God,
and on the dangers besetting them,
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the most absorbing kind, they never
‘nllnwul the foremost aim of their
| lives to be forgotten for a moment.
| There existed in them that inten-
| tion called habitual,
;x\« ry act was sanctified. Their
| lives were good, they kept them so
| themeelves, aided by God's grace.
| Even then, however, they were
never certain of their eternal
Kpnowing the weakness
of human nature, and the preva-
lence of dangers ev
realized that they must never cease
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routine id Mass on
unday simply becaus t is the
law of the Church ; to say a few
pravers the' morning and at
night, because good people gener
ally do it. If a man finds himself
in this condition, let him consider
it a foreboding of spiritual decay,
and stir himeelf u o a life of
Even the ] can pot
remain virtuous unless nourighed
with new, good food.

Let us ask ourselves, are we as
ee or a8 the evil? And
if one or the other, which we|
certainly must be, what are the|
prospects for the harvest time,
when the fruits of our lives will be
gathered 7 If good now, will they
be good then? If bad now, shall |
we allow them to remain go? In
either case, it depends upon our- |

selves.

GIRLS ARE SOWING
THEIR WILD OATS

The moral depravity of our day |
resulting from irreligion, material- |
ism and an inordinate desire for |
pleasure and amusement seems tn!
rival the immorality of ancient
Rome. Men, women and girle are
sinking into such iniquity that
thoughtful students of our present
social life are appalled at the pros-
pects for the future. The debauch-
ery has become so widespread that
churchmen, educators and sociolo-
gists are exhorting the pleasure-
mad world to return to the path of
decency and virtue.

Licentiousness seems to have
affected every social group. Only
the other day Cardinal Be gin found
it 1mperatlve to issue a pastoral
letter, warping the Catholics of the
l’rovmcc of Quebec against lasciv-
ious dances, immoral plays and
indecent styles. His pastoral has
set Canada thinking and even the
secular press is aroused at the seri-
ousness of the situation. Thus the
Montreal Star, commenting on the
letter says:

(ardmal Begin’s pastoral letter
will be read approvingly by all
right-thinking people. Some of the
fashions in dancing have grown
more and more repugnant, more
and more immodest; the only
feature of rivalry isin unseomlmeas

‘The good old dances of thirty
years ago gave all the pleasurable
excitement that any normal person
could desire. They were ruodest |
and graceful, and fulfilled all |
reagonable aims of sociability. The |
objectionable dances came before |
the War and the reckless war spirit |
licensed the excesses that have |
brought thém into greater dis- |
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repute. When the Catholic Church
speaks on such a subject it speaks
with authority, with determination |
and with the power of enforcement.
‘“ While the Protestant churches
can do much by exhortation and
pulpit denunciation, it is regret-
table that they have not the
to enforce their views in
those dealt with by |
Cardinal Begin. The sooner there |
is an authoritative condemnation of |
all gorts of such indecencies as are |

power
such |

| now anathematized the better for | e o
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the health and morals of the people.
The sooner there is a reversion to
reasonable forms of amusement the
better will it be for the well-being |
of the Commonwealth, The mind |
is subject to disease. The mind |
diseased is, to a large extent, 1
neglected and generally speaking i~\ [
ministered to by underpaid advis- |
ors, while the body diseased hm:
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m\ riads of well-paid ph_\ sicians.”’

Great as the moral laxity may be
in French-Canada, the nnmum]\tv |
existing in this country is immeas- |
urably worse. In an address de- |
livered at the eleventh annual |
meeting of the National Lutheran |
Education Conference in New York,
Dr. Charles J. Smith, President of ;
Roanoke College, Roanoke, Va.,
deglared that one of the things thnt
caused the most concern in college
life was impurity.
asserted, is not confined to any class
or place. He had personal knowl-
edge of its existence in the theo- |
logical seminaries of the Lutheran |
Church.
liquor,” said Dr. Smith,; ‘' a few |
even enjoyed a smoke, many of them
threw away their honor, but the
world has never known Hw turning
loose of such an army of hard-drink-
ing, cigarette-puffing, licentious
Amazons as walk our streets and
invade our campuses today.

‘“There are three things in col-
lege social life that bother us most
—drinking, dancing and’ social im-
purity. They exist in the home
towns of our students, in the world
everywhere, and I have personally
known them to exist in our own
theological seminaries. The modern
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church colleges and ostracized by |
others., The modern danee, if not |
bad of itself, is usually conducted |
ina bad getting. It can be above |
reproach, but it usually is not. |

“What can we do when thel
daughters of the so-called * best |
people’ come out attired scantily in |
clothing, but abundantly in paint;
with a bottle of liquor, not on the
hip, but in the handbag ; dance as |
voluptuously as possible in order to
be attractive enough to be spoken
n'ful" ther step, so as to
.”n popular, call for frequent

1|r1. wion to give them oppor-
l.. ity to quench their thirst frop |
the bottl end with the man of |
their choice engage in violent pet-
ting parties in the luxurious retreat |
of a big limousine.”

That such conditions
generally is almost
yet there can be

every

exist quite
inconceivat
doubt that
nt book, Reconstruc-
tic of Rel n, Dr. Charles A
Ellwood, another Protestant
ority, al pleasures
'r\i‘l! I

lgements are on the pagan |
level

‘ Many amusements in our pr
ent society,”’ he points out, *‘ cause
the participants to lose the control
which civilization has put upon the
orviginal animal impulses and pas-
man Our world
offers the amazing spectacle of
more lives offered on the altars of
pleasure than upon those of war
famine, and pestilence combined
'he lives utt rly ruined, or their |
social usefulness at least destroyed,

says that our soc

| by the pursuit of foolith pleasure

are g0 numerous that no attempt at |
keeping track of them is made.
Here we must reckon, for the most
the victims of drink, of sexual |
of gambling and other
low forms of gport and amusement
Obviously eivilization ecan- |
nt go forward with such a drag.
A new social discipline must be pro-
vided which will safeguard the |
young and adult alike from the |
insidious, unsocializing influences of
low forms of pleasure and amuse-
ment.
Modern civilization will

doomed if the

goon be
wild orgy of immor-
ality continues. Woman, whose
virtue and chastity have always
been her greatest charm and most
priceless possession, is now living in |
most riotous abandon and ‘‘ sowing |
her wild oats” even more freely
than man. The warning voices of
those who are appalled at the tragic |
conditions fall on deaf ears, and the |
mad dance to perdition goes mer-
rily on !—Buffalo Echo.

PRAYER AND NERVES

A report of a case handled by Dr.
Foster Kennedy, associate pro-
fessor of neurology at Cornell Medi-
cal College, attending physician at
Bellevue Hospital and other hospi-
tals of New York City tells of the
value attached to prayer by an emi- |
nent man of science who deseribes
his treatment of a man who recent-
ly came to him.

“This man was the head of a
large shoe manufacturing company.
When he came to me his eyes were
staring out of his head. His heart
was beating half again as fast as it
should. He told me that in the
course of the day when he was at
his desk and thought of the many |
important tasks ahead of him, his
forehead would become beaded
with sweat. And so on.” |

What was the remedy preseribed?

“There was very little to do for |
this man in a physical way.”” But
the learned doctor advised reading
of history and other interesting
books, adding, ‘‘No medicine in the |
world will do you as much good as
merriment in your heart,”” and then
continues : § |

‘“Another thing [ recommended to
him may seem even more unusual—
prayer. He promised me he would
pray not only when he went to
church, but at his office during the
| day, and I told him what I .&hall‘_
tell you presently about the truly |
value of pray r. Today |
the manufacturer is a well man.”

It isanotherapplication of Christ’s
Pray always and fail not |—
The Liguorian.
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Sherlock-Manning Pianos are to be found even

the great South
republic Argentina, where they are living up to

as far afield as

America

their customary reputation for quality of work-
manship and beauty of tone.

HERLOCK-MANNING
20 (ﬂ\tun; Pano -
Aano wortly of your Home

is the piano for you,
and even through
years of hard service
it will remain true to T

tone. o ey

Sherlock-Manning
Piano Company

LONDON CANADA

forever.
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Finest Importations always in stock at lowest market prices,

Samples and quotations sent promptly upon application.

Special attention given to requirements of institutions.

Kearney Brothers, Limited
TEA - COFFEE. IMPORTERS and SPECIALISTS
33 8t. Peter Strest Established 1874 Montreal, Que.
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“A Wonderful Heater
for Economy on Fue

| Pease

“ECONOMY”

FURNACE

Wherever they are used, Pease
name to the letter.

66 Gordon Street,

‘“‘Economy’’ Furnaces live up to their

The following testimonial from Mr. E. F Sharpe,
Belleville, is typical of thousands we
Canada :

receive from

, all parts of

isfled with the Pease

e in every way it

I ng it w guarar 1to

)and then some v wonderful
sater for economy on furl

We
full information
‘““Economy”’

would be pleased to send you
about the Pease
Furnace and its many
fuel-saving features.

Communicate with

PEASE FOUNDRY COMPANY

tiention MR. REID

TORONTO ONTARIO
Telephone Main 7000

Interlocking Tile
A

Large Hollow Brick of patented design
equivalent in size to sixX common Bricks.
Laid like a Brick on horizontal Beds of
mortar yielding maximum economy and
thirty

any other type of masonry wall.

per cent. more insulation than

Used with eminent saving to back up
the face Brick and for inter

in St.

ior partitions
Mary's Hospital, Kitchener.

‘““At your Service’

Interlocking Tile Co.

32 Toronto St. To rgwr'n'ztsg

Paints and Varnishes

Enamels and Floor Waxes
For New Work and Refinishing
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YOUR SUPPLIES IN THIS LINE
T FROM THE MANUFACTURERS

ORDERS AND INQUIRIES SOLICITED

The Ault & Wiborg Company {. i

Montreal Winnipeg TORONTO Vancouver

Established
1862

Write for

The Weber Piano Company, Limited
KINGSTON, ONT.




