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PENTECOST
—
THREEFOLD

REVENGE, A WRONG

Almighty God is a God of love and
peace; He _maketh His sun to rise
upon the good and bad, and raineth
upon the just and unjust ; bestowing
good gifte upon all His oreaturee.
He wishes us to follow His example,
and desires genuine charity and
peace s prevail amongst ue, so that
no one may be angry with another,
far legs abuse him or take vengeance
upon him. It is always wrong to
seek revenge, and Christians cannot
be too much on their guard against
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1. Revenge’ is, in the first place, |
wrong God Himself.—By |
arrogatbing to ourselves a right that
belongs to God alone, we are plainly ‘
wronging God and interfering with |
His privileges. He hae said: “ Ven- “
geance is mine, I will repay,”

done to

and
4hese words show clearly that no one
will escape punishment who injures
hig fellow man, or deprives him of
his honor, property and rights. But
to punish the effender and make
him feel the chatisement that he
deserves belongs to God alone, not to
the person offended and injured, who |
must not avengs himeelt, but leave
the matter in God's hands, or else |
appsal to the lawful authority that
can inflict punishment in God's |
name, God's will in this respect is
made known clearly and decidedly,
and no ome can bring forward any
arguments againet it. Supposing a |
man attempts to avenge himself, and |
nol only wishes evil to the person
who has wronged him, but]|
injures that person 88 much |
a8 he can, treating him with
contempt and suspicion, and des-
troying his good reputation, go as to
bring him to ruin. Is not this man
directly opposing God's holy will?
Is he not presumptuously interter
ing with .Goed's judicial authority ?
And is this not a grievolis wrong
doune to Almighty God ?

2. Revenge is, in the second place, a
wrong done to our fellowmen.—Those
who avenge themselves presume to
judge and punish their neighbours,
without being in a position to decide
whether the injury was inflicted wil-
fully, for otherwise it does not de-
serve punishment. Our neighbor |
may have done or said something
that we regard as an ingult, but it is
possible that he acted ignorantly or
hastily without due econsideration, or
even that he believed himself to be
doing his duty. In the former case,
he deserves leniency and forgive-
nese, in the latter esteem and grati-
tude. Even if he was really badly
disposed, and intended deliberately
to give offence, is that a reason for
avenging ourselves ? No, it is never
right to repay evil with evil; one
unjust act cannot repair another:
and how can you argue that you
are justified in doing wrong because
Bome one else also commits an
offenge ?

. Revenge is a great wrong done to
the person offended.—You know that

,with what measure you mete, it
ghall be measured to you again.
Now no one uses a worse measure
than he who avenges himself on his
neighbor, for he judges him without
taking the trouble to judge him
fairly; he assumes him to be in the |
wrong, and makes no allowances for |
him, punishing his smallest offences |
with the greatest imaginable sever

ity. Is not this a bad measure? |
Yot it will be measured to him in |
the same way ; he need not hope for |
mercy and considegation ; he has |
judged his neigbbor harshly, wished |
him all manner of evil and con-
demned him to pay a heavy penalty, |
and he will be treated in precisely |
the same way; he will be judged,l
sentenced and punished. It was not |
in vain that our Lord warned us,
saying: "With what measure you |
mete, it shall be measured to you |
again;” and we have no reason to |
complain if such is the case, since |
we pray daily: " Forgive us our |
trespasses, as we forgive them that
trespass againgt ue’’ God acts
with perfect justice when He treats
us a8 we treat others,

Let us then banish all revengeful
feelings ; God alone can avenge; we
have to cherish a loving, peaceable,
yielding and conciliatory spiris, for
this i the spirit of God's children.
Let us try to acquire it by means of
prayer and self diecipline, and in it
let ue act and speak during life and
in death. Amen.

TRAITORS IN THE
HOME

WRCSP——

That the worldly spirit of the day
is injecting iteelf even into Catholic
families, is evidenced no more
alarmingly than in the increasing in-
stances where parental objecton is |
raised against the priestly or relig-
ious carcer for son or daughter., It |
is not necsssary to say that there are |
two diametrically opposed standards
for measuring life, one in the world |
and the other in the priesthood and |
the convent. It should never ba a |
question as to which gauge is the |
truer and bstter. Neither there |
doubt as to which the Catholie, even ‘
of the world, must accept. And the |
father or the mother who uses the
authority of parenthood to oppose |
the religious life of a child, once a |
vocation is clearly manifest, falls |
grievously short of the Oatholic tiype. |

It is not, however, such open oppo- !
sitiow that is most deteimental to
the securing of the full strength of
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the priestly and religious ranks so
necessary that the work of God may
be done well. It is rather the con. |
stant disparagement of the religious

life in the child’s hearing, even from |/

earliest youtb, The whole life of
he home is modeled on the assump
tion that it is to produce nothing but
men acd women of the world, The |
pogeibility that the gift of a vocation
may fall upon one or more members

| of the family, is never reckoned, and

much less asked in prayer.

The parent of this attitude who in-
jects into his home a spirit of hostil-
ity toward religious life, makes sure
of a dire accounting he must give.
To be instrumental in denying = |
child the life to which God has call-
ed him, may bring an early punish-
ment. Gced permits no toying with |
His will. In a day when so many |
youthe stray, when the wrecks of
young caveers are startling in their
number, ie it unimaginable that s |
parent will rigk injecking into the
home a epirit intended to be hostile
to the priestly or convental life, but |
which is so readily convertible into a |
spirit-of hostility even to a virtuous |
lifte. The parent who no longer |
deems it a rare privilege to have |
altar or a
daughter to His service has lost the
grip upon his faith, Nothing should
be more characteristic of the
Oatholic home than an atmosphere
that would nourish and protect the
germ of a religious vocation that the
goodness of God may have bestowed
upon it.—New World.

NATIONS NEED POPE
AS MEDIATOR

——

The Catholic press of the country
has frequently emphasized the fact
that the representatives of the pow-
ers taking part in the Peace Confer-
ence could do nothing better than to
accord to the Holy See the same
rights they have granted to the secu-
lar powers. As a matter of fact the
diplomats could have made excellent
use of the strong moral influence
exerted by the Vicar of Christ, regard- |
less of whether they desired to dis- |
cuss or to ignore the question of tha |

| Papal States and the Temporal Power. |

The powers could indeed have |
invited the HolyéSee to participation |
in the labor of establishing & League |
of Nations without offending against |

| international custom and diplomatic |

usage. This is evident from the |
history of Intermational Congresses
and Conferences,—a consideration
which makes it all the more regret-
table that the invitatich has not
been issued.

The manner in which the Holy
See would, if conditions made partici-
pation possible, cc-opsrate in the
League of Nations, and the limita-
tions of Papal influence in the con-
ferences of the representatives of
the various Nations, are laid down
in a remarkable treatise on ‘“‘Inter
national State Congresses and Con
ferences, ’ @/study in internaticnal
law and diplomatic usage, which ac-
cording to KEuropean newspapers,
will be read with the greatest inter-
est in diplomatic circles, and in fact
wherever the new regulation of inter-
national law is being discugsed. The
author of the treatise is a young
savant of Budapest, Dr. Richard
Gruber, a graduate of the Oriental
Commercial Academy in Budapest,
and of the University at Zurich,
The author has set himsell the task
of analyzing ihe practice of Congres-
see and Conferences, on the
bagis of authentic records and docu-
mente, and to thus reduce the prac-
tice to a set of laws, and to eluci-
date it. The treatise affords the
theoretical as well as the practical
man a meané of quickly informing

himgelf on the usage and rulings of | X

diplomatic gatheriogs. i
IMPORTANT ROLE OF POPE [
Concerning the participation
Holy See in the Leagus
Vationa the author says: “In
Ié 8 for the establishment
the Pope should have
advisory voice, such advigors
to be uurestricted, excer
not to interfers with the )
of the official resolutions of the con.
ference. There is not the
reason why such an advigéry voice |
should be denied him.' For
opinion, which in such cnses would |
be expressed ‘uhmugll a ‘representa
tive, could not but be of rervice to |
all the powers of the civilized world. |
Insofar a8 the voice of the Papaoy |
will be sounded only in the interest
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of barmonizing hostile faotors, by
paving the way to mutual under-
stending and reconciliation, the
Holy See exercises a funotion tradi-
tionally ite own, and which repre-
sente one of the principal purposes
ot the mission of the Papacy as the
temporal representative of the Deity,”
In & legal sense it is understood
that, once the co-operation of the
See in any Congress is consented to
in practice among the nations, it
would no longer be within the power
of any individual nation to prevent
papal participation in diplomatic de
liberations, ae has been the case
heretofore. One can readily Pir
ceive that in many oases the Poﬁe,
by virtue of his position, could have
used his influence to the end thht
the nations might baee their rela-
tions on a foundation of the consei-
ousnees of the golidarity of the
human race, which would serve to
eliminate hatred, injustice and
materialistic egotism. This would
be done in the sense of the thought
of Cardinal Rampolls, who wrote at
the timae of the call to the firat Con
ference at the Hague "It is essen
tial that Christian Justice oc
be recognized to the widest possible
extent in the world. It is impossi
ble for the world to enter upon
era of true peace without the medi.
Jesus Christ.” Lom
Le Pape, les Eta
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moral, |
entirely unpolitical influence of

be |
situation. |

It one considers the services of the |

Papaocy during many centuries in the
interest of the peace movement, and

weighs the ever increasing influence |

of the Catholic Church, one cannot
fail to wish that the Pope may hence
forth co-operate to the greatest pos

sible degree in the perfection of in. |
ternational organization.—(Wehberg |

L. e, p. 109.)

NEUTRALITY OF THE HOLY SEE

In following Dr. Gruber's views
and conclugions the reader will have
to bear in mind that his book was
written shortly before the end of the
War. His argument is not affected
however, by the occasional use of
the tuture tense. The author con-
tinues :

" Thoughout the War the Vatican
has
tain its position above all
lines. The question as to whether
the peace-makers at the coming dip-
lomatic congrees should extend an
invitation to the Pope, or it they
have an interest in his participation
in the conference, is merely a part
of the problem of the participation
of noncombatant nations,—in fact of
all neutrals.

HOW A REVOLUTION
WAS FRUSTRATED

When the Jesuits were expelled
from Germany they found a hospit-
able home in Holland. That country
was not afraid of the gons of Ignatius
of Loyola, Nor does it seem that
Holland has ever had to repent of ite
generosity towards exiled Catholics.
On the contrary we learn from the
March number of the “Stimmen der
Zeit,” a8 quoted in the Ohio Waisen-
freund of June 4, that the revolu-
tion, threatening to cverthrow the
existing order in. Holland last
November, whs held in check, and
frustrated principally by the Catho-
lic citizens c¢f that country more
len.two‘lhird Protestant.

When the revolution in Germany
had knocked to pieces the mighty
empire it cast ite waves also on the
adjacent Holland, The Socialiets
of Holland grew confildent. Like
their 'German brethren they wanted
to seize the government and foist
alistio regime on the land.
On November 17th the revolutionists
were to strike their blow. “We and
nobody else shall be in power,” de-
clared a socialistic ler flushed
with the presentiment of victory
Everything had been prepared, the
magses hed I rifled, succees
seemed agsuy

The oceasior
propiiious f
population was anxi
the revolutio:
officers saspected the
troope t imity
were In evidenoe among the peor
everywhere. And yet the prc
heralded with so much assurance
victory proved a failure., What wasy
it that turned the scales ? The
organizations of Christian laborerse
When the Socialists decided upon
organizing the revolution, the execu-
tivé committee of the Catholic union
held a meeting, promised the govern-
ment in the name of 100,000 organ-
ized laborers every help for the pres-
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plans of defence. Nex{ the people
were mobilized. Everywhere local
committees of Catholics were formed,
and the very next day witnessed
huge popular meetings which

{ banished the paralyzing fear of the

| population.
honestly endeavored to main. |

party |

An anti-revolutionary
pamphiet was distributed in 1,200,
000 copies; n second one, in an
equally large edition, followed the
next day.

The two most important places,
Rotterdam and Amsterdam were

| provided with reliable Catholic troops

which marched into those cities

| amidst the applause of a leyal citizen-

| ship,

"1t should be added that if neu. |

| trals are to participate in the Peace

Conference at the close of the pres- |

should also be permitted to take
part. The equitable application of

| ent European War then the Pope |

the principle does ngt exclude any |

neutral, whether such a power be a |
sovereign state of a spiritual govern- |

ment with the attributes of sover-
eignty.
contracts can be materially advanced

| through the co-operation of neutral

powers, 80 the conocessions possible
bestween the various parties could
surely be more readily consummated
it His Holiness would speak in the

national justice., And his
would not be raised in vain. The
gpiritual power of the Pope can be
exercised impartially for the beneflt
of all nations only if the Pope can
exercige his exalted office independ-
ently of all secular influences.”

Thus far we have followed Dr,
Gruber. The statement wouldnot be

complete without adding tlLat the
I

| tack of- mediation also should be en- |

trusted to the Pope, and to him pri-
marily.
ed in this connection except the dis
charge of hig honorary duties, At
the same time, however, the gervices
of the Roman Church in the interest
of social reforms and of the gilent
turtherance of the cause by the

means at her disposal would finally |

be recognized and appreciated. The
justification of papal participation in
certain  diplomatic undertakings
mugt be investigated not only from
the formally theoretical or the nar-
row practical viewpoint, but rather
from the angle of Christian culture,
now obtaining for some twenty cen-
turies ;—a culture which—and this
should be frankly admitted—has
formed the first foundation for all
social progress and improvefent. X
The suggestions offered by Dr>
Gruber have not been followed :—
just as the Holy See was excluded
from co-operating in the peace efforts
80 the Pope is apparently to be ex-
cluded from the work of erecting the
structure of a League of Nations.
Therefore the Central Bureau de-
clared, in a statement prepared by it
and later embodied in the resolutions
of the Catholic Union of Missouri :
" We do not marvel at the difficul
by experienced by statesmen and dip-
back to the
The foundation of the struo
ture which they strive to erect is
purely human wisdom, and its cor-
ner stone Humanigm The Vice
t of Je Christ, the meek
rerd and father of all the peoples
of the earth, was not invited to
vote his energies to the perfection ot
the undertaking. The Spirit of Bvil,
al work everywhere at
is seeking to isolate th
io win the peoples of the w
ayfrom him. He shall not s/

lomats in bringing peace

us ]

de
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are in

Naturally nothing is expect- |

When the Socialists at
Amsgterdam made attempts to lure
the troope from loyalty all they got
was bloody heads and a forced re-
treat with a loss of four dead and
nine wounded. At the suggestion
and with the help of Catholic labor
organizations bands of citizen-milisia
had been formed everywhere. And

| these were equipped with officers and

ammunition ‘by the government.

ok & | Thus in all the towns of the country,
Just as the equalization of |

even those with a majority population
of Protestante, the civil authorities
were upheld by brave Catholic gol-

| diers, and the revolution was kept in

: " . : | was
name of Christian charity and inter- |

voice |
| Cabinet.

abeyance. This splendid success, in
& couniry only one-third Catholie,
achieved by the thoroughly
organized Catholic laboring class
and by the almost entirely Catholic
All this bhas been freely

| admitted by both the secular papers

bigh,

| Trambull s

| thing

the famte of havingerected a League of |

Nations. He, whom God has called
o bs ghe foundation-stone of His
Church and the arbiter of His mer-
cies a8 well as His judgments I'"—
C. B.

and the Protestant press of Holland.
Holland has been reaping s bless
ing—a blessing that will come te

every other country that follows her |

example—for her fair
attitnde towards the Catholic Church,
which is, after all, the most s

ful nursery of civie loyaliy.
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PARENTS SHOULD NOT DO
CHILDREN'S SCHOOL WORK

Mies Prudence Bradib, a pedagog-
ical writer of some renown, warns
parents against helping their children
with their home taske.
successful teacher of mathematics ag
saying to the mother of ocne of his
pupile :

It you help him with hia work, so
that he brings it in always correctly
done, I never can tell how he is get-
ting along, never can know how
much he can do himself, or where
are the weak spots to which I ought
to devote special pains with him?
He is given his homework largely to
put him to the test of his attentive-
ness in school, to demonstrate the
success or failure of the teacher's
work. When the parent site down
with him every evening, explaining,
and sometimes even actually doing
the work for him, he may get good
marks and ‘ keep up with hig clase,’
but his marks will mean nothing,
and his standing in his class will be
on a false basis.”

There are many ways of helping a
child to get the best out of his echool.
work ; but doing for him $he lessons
he bringe home is not one of them.
It be really cannot do them without
help, it is a sign that he is bsing
pushed ahead too fast, is graded too
is inaftentive in school, or
that, for sfome remson which ehounld
be carefully investigated, the teacher
18 not teaching him. As Henry Clay

g

ing and Teachers,”--Unl some

Qing has

end tolerant |

She quotes a |

y8 in his book, “ Teach- |

ur child did not get in school

during the day the principle illus-
trated in the example he brings home
to do, saye Miss Bradish, “it is be
oause the teacher did not teach it to

him, however much ghe may have
tried to do s0. The help that most
parents give to their children is not
real help, at all, but enables them to
evade the consequences of idling in

school, and trains them to bhe lazy-
minded, to lean on the efforts of
othere, and to go through life expect
ing some one else to do their work."”
— Buffalo Egho. |
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