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solely to the propagation of the Faith 
in his native land. The form which the 
commemoration of his death will take 
has not yet been fully decided upon, but 
the proposal has been warmly approved 
by all the Scottish Bishops, and the 
Monastery of Fort Augustus been 
fixed upon as the place where the cere
monies will be held.

done it will bow our heads in shame at 
vven having criticised the educational 

thuds of Latin America.”
These words require no comment on 

our part.
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science, its literature, its religion, lie 
dealt many a blow to false philosophical 
and religious opinion. He smote with 
deadly aim many a valiant champion of 
error. And although from time to time 
some of his cartridges proved to be 
blank, and some of his bullets proved to 
be clay, he was so frequently nay, in
cessantly—in the fray that the 
total of the results from his labors in the 
cause of truth entitle him to a rich 
guerdon of praise of which any Christ
ian apologist might well be proud.

With Lambert the note of truth sel
dom if ever fails, and the note of sincer
ity and strength is never absent, lie 
perceived at once the false note in the 
plea of his adversary. With an oppon
ent he is never off his guard and never 
deceived, llis method differs as widely 
from that of Newman as from that of 
Browuson. The fact is, that, as Emerson 
somewhere says, "Nature never rhy 
her children, or makes two men alike." 
Father Lambert occupied a niche in re
ligious boutroveray and philosophy pecu
liarly -is own. The only weapons that 
he uses are truth, logic and wit ; but in 
his hands their power is irresistible. 
With them his services to Christianity 
are immeasurable. It was his fortune, as 
Bacon would perhaps put it, "to speak 
truth in base times." He met a grave 
religious crisis. And he met it as 
neither Newman nor Brownsou could 
meet it—indeed, as no other man but 
Father Lambert could meet it. He 
was not like Brown son—discursive, In
deed, he was the very antithesis of dis
cursive. His method chained him close
ly to the subject of his analysis ; and 
when he had exhausted it, he seemed 
powerless to move until he first laid 
hold of a new subject of attack. But 
the attack was brilliant,dazzling, trium
phant. His flue intellectuality was 
seldom deceived in its perception of 

new truth. In this respect it came close to 
Newman, and was far in advance of 
Brownsou. On any disputed point he 
Beemed to divine instinctively the side 
on which truth lay. Indeed, this in
stinct for truth was the basis of his 
great powers of controversy. This, 
backed Dy bis unfailing logic and flash
ing wit, rendered him an invincible 
opponent.

Lima, N. Y., April 4.

for he hath troubled many that were at
^ By criminal speculation one may ruin 
a family financially. To satisfy God's 
justice, the loss must be made good, the 
damage repaired. But when one’s repu
tation is wounded, and his character or 
standing in society lost through the un
bridled tongue of the landerer, what 
adequate compensation can be made? 
There is nothing dearer to an honest 
man than ills reputation and honor, and 
no worldly goods can compare with the 
treasure of a good name, lleuce the 
truth of the poet's words
"Who steals my purse Meals trash; 'tis 

something, nothing
Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave 

to thousands.
But he that filches from me my good

Robs me of that which not enriches him 
And makes me poor Indeed.”

dead from fright—and Father Bartlett 1 wealth and exterior respectability art» a l rated : you 
seizes the occasion to beg the poor man I sure guarantee of people's Christianity, in mourning
for his soul's peace and his soul's safety The fact is that, for the im-st part, dectner. Compere Berlin with Vienna 
to tell the truth andgive himself up ami | the men who art» moat eager to bring up or Edinburgh with Dublin Dublin, 
bear the consequences. That scene is the subject know only one side of it and where the churches are thronged every 
intensely dramatic. Poor Dutnout | that most imperfectly. They have been morning of the week much in the t 
wants to do this—his mother’s face and j reared in a country which has enjoyed I way as they are on Sundav and 
warning voice haunt him so and lie half | for long much prosperity of a certain will understand what 1 mean, 
makes up liis mind to tell the truth I kind ami whose people have come to re- testant», of course, will p
publicly. But when his thoughts bring gard this as a direct result of their Christianity does not cons 
him to the outcome—to the rope—he : Protestantism. They are familiar with these outward tilings. Tri 
falters and then lie steels himself and he i only one type of Christian civilization; not consist in them; hut 
finally determines he will not give him- i tin y glory in their success, which is of 
self up. He will not go to the gallows. I apurely material order. But two things 
"You dare no tell ! You dare not tell," ! are certain; (1) they have never really 
he cries and he goes away for good. considered how their prosperity stamls

The wild grief of Rost» Creighton for : in relation to Gospel teaching, amt (2) 
her brother dead and her lover in jail, they know really nothing of tin» far 
the even more pitiful grief of the old j higher kind of prosperity which has 
mother, the pathetic philosophy of the I been developed among Catholic peoples, 
little hunchback trying to make some | It is only when tht» blots on their own 
cheerfulness out of the tragic surround system and the beauties of Catholic 
lugs, old Grogan's loyal belief in the 1 civilization are pointed out to them

that they begin to think there i* some- 
have their parts in the drama and helpedTthing to be said on the other side. If, 
to make its art.

feel that all the people are

P ro
ly that
it “ does

Along THE same line it will be of in
terest to refer to the state of education 
in Belgium, where Catholic principles 
have had free scope for the past tweuty- 

Belgium, it may be re- alive by them, and where these things 
die Christianity is dead, as a tree is 
dead that ceases to put forth leaves ; 
for “by their fruits ye shall know

NEWMAN—BliOW.NKON 
LAMBERT

gve year», 
marked in passing, is one ol the most 
Catholic countries in Europe and, of it
self, affords the most effective rebuttal 
of the fallacious idea so prevalent among 
non-Oatbolics that the influence of the 
Church is inimical to enlightenment and 

A tanle has been published

By the Rev. Simon Fitz Simons 
N. Y. Freeman ? Journal III. Oh, swcot and altogether lovely 

is the Catholic religion ! Not for this 
world's dross and vanities does she bid 
her children watch and pray, but for 
that other reward, which is to see and 
enjoy God for all eternity. Not to 
make her sons and daughters rich and 
powerful in an earthly sense does she 
lavish upon them the treasures of her 
grace, but that she may make them holy 
and present them at last spotless before 
the throne of God ; and rather, if need 
be, were the Church content to behold 
grass glowing in the streets • f every 
city and Its harbors empty and its in
dustries dead than that the faith and 
devotion of her children should bo 
choked by “the care of this world and 
the deoeitfulness of riches." I do not 
say it need ever be ; but if noces 
the Church could vi«*w it with 
ency. She herself has seen the rise and 
fall of many nations. She knows full 
well that fickle fortune has her favorites 
and that those who t<»-day bask in the 
sunshine of her smiles ere long may 
enter the winter of their discontent. 
She alone pursues tin» noiseless tenor of 
her way ; she alone Is always successful, 
for God, not man, gives her success. 
She alone is always prosperous, for she 
is the favorite of heaven. Will she, 
then, not please you, O ye 
world, who glorify prosperity Ï Listen 
to this allegory and then we shall con-

Three names in philosophy within the 
last generation have left their indelible 
influence on the world ol Catholic 
thought—Newman, Brownsou, Lambert.
It is true the latter never undertook to 
give us a philosophy of his own, like 
Brownsou; or to re-cast or remodel the 
accepted philosophy to meet the new 
forms of error, like Newman, lie 
founded no school, he arranged no 
digest, he discovered no new principle, 
nor did he even seek to adjust the old 
philosophy to new needs. What he did 
was to take the philosophy which he 
found in vogue and frankly apply it to 
his purposes. And such excellent use 
did he make of it, that the practical 
results of Ills labors were far greater 
than those of I .rowuson, perhaps gr 
even than, those of Newman, and, if we 
take immediate results as the criterion, 
greater even than those of Newman and 
Brownsou combined. The practical 
benefits of his labors were to religion 
rather than to philosophy. He took the 
weapons which he found ready to hand 
and applied them to present needs, with 
the result that be has rendered more 
sterling benefit to religion than if he 
had undertaken to explore 
fields in philosophy, Indeed there was 
little in common between these three 
giants of Catholic philosophy. Brown
sou ex proprosito, while fighting the 
battles of religion, undertook to in
troduce a new philosophy which he 
claimed was original with him, and 
better adapted to' meet the errors of 
these latter times. Newman gave us 
exquisite and original philosophical 
diequisitious on the nature of knowl
edge and assent, together with pro
found dissertations on collateral subjects 
Fattier Lambert made no pretence to any 
of these things. He simply took down 
the old rusty weapons in the Church's 
armory, handled them with masterly 
skill, and accomplished such results that 
with St. Paul he might truly say : “I 
have labored more than them all."

The fact is that a comparison of these The tongue is the organ of speech 
three men would be a catalogue of which enables one to communicate his 
differences rather than of likenesses, thoughts, and it is intended fur praising 
It is true that t he virility and strength God and invoking his blessings. But 
of Lambert had its atrioking prototype how much more frequently is not this 
in Dr. Brownaon, and that the former 
was a moat devout admirer of the latter; 
but the comparison ends here. On the 
other hand, Newman's intellect was a 
highly polished and delicately adjusted 
instrument, so accurate in its registra
tions of truth, that it was as keenly sen
sitive to its vibrations as the needle to 
the pole or the seismograph to the 
trembling of the earth oruat. Even 
when buried beneath the errors of Pro
testantism, so sensitive was Newman's 
mind to the influence of trust, that, like 
the root in the dark cellar which knows 
when the springtime comes and 
stretches its wandering fibres towards 
the sunlight through the chinks and 
crevices, it responded instantly to the 
first rays of Catholic truth that shone 
through the dusty tomes of the early 
Christian Fathers. Nor did it ever 
cease to struggle towards the sunlight 
untilat last truth took full possession of it.
And the truth capured it as securely as 
the sun captures the wandering star 
that comes within range of its in
fluence, is taken captive evermore, and 
takes its place as a satellite of our 
solar system. The highly sensitized 
plate never afterwards tails in its ad
justments or loses its balance for a 
single instant. Newman, ever after, 
walked surefooted on the mountain 
peaks of philosophical and religious 
thought, and never for a moment be
comes giddy, falters or hesitates, even 
when the world around him is wildly 
swaying to and fro in the agitation and 
agony of religious and philosophical 
speculation—so faithful aud unerring 
was his intellect in his responsiveness 
to truth.

Browuson was more nearly allied to 
the intellectual standards of our time.
The intellectual world was in a ferment 
around him ; but he did not, like New
man, remain seated in calm and tranquil 
serenity above its tumult and disorder.
His oombativeness and aggressiveness 
forced him into the thick of the turmoil; 
but he had been buffeted so severely by 
the waves of error on whic he had been 
tossed that his philosophic vision, 
originally robust and keen, was not al
ways clear and accurate. Robust indeed 
it ever remained, but his large discur
siveness left him little time for testing 
the temper of his weapons. The Mar- 
oonigratns from the central station of 
philosophical truth sometimes missed 
the station in the Brownsonian mind.
Sensitiveness and keenness of intellect 
were never of such flue adjustment as in 
the case of Newman ; but they made up 
for the loss by his strength and vigor.
In philosophy Ills intellect lacked in no 
small (degree that fine perception of 
truth which jars instinctively when a 
false note is struck, and which was never 
absent in Newman, and seldom absent 
in Lambert. Hence Browuson's fre
quent change of opinion—though al
ways towards the light—his necessity 
of correcting his own errors ; and in 
some instances, his steadfast adhesion 
to untenable philosophical propositions 
even to the end. When the truth was 
clear and the ring resonant, he was, in
deed, seldom deceived. Especially was 
he apt to detect the false note when 
sounded in a hostile oamp for which he 

like the pioneers on the Indian

Iprogress.
giving the school statistics of the little 
kingdom at the time of the fall of the 
Liberal Government in 1884, and at the 
present day, after a quarter of a century 
of administration under a Catholic 

This table shows that in

perfect innocence of the young man, all
This is the expression* f a truth which 

To counter- then, you do nothing else than dispute 
the very premises on which their whole 
argument is based and make them 
examine their grounds more carefully 
and drive them into an independent in
quiry, instead of uttering idiotically the 
stock platitudes on the subject you will 
have gained a great point. Let them 
but think and study and face the facts 
for themselves and they will soon come 
to the truth.

is inborn in humanity, 
balance this robbery, th landerer must 
make compensation. He must retract, 
and his retraction will convey the opin
ion that he is unjust, envious and lying, 
llow painful aud humiliating this would 
be to one possessed of any spark of honor; 
yet the justice of God demands it. 
" Until the last farthiu , is paid back 
one cannot enter th» Kingdom of 
heaven."—Intermountain Catholic.

The trial scene vies with the scene of 
the Confession as a fine piece of dramatic 
writing, good stage work, and keen, fine 
acting.

The State Prosecutor and the Attor
ney for the defendant and the Judge are 
there ; various witnesses are examined 
and cross examined. There is not one 
long speech and yet you feel every point 
is covered -the gun found beside the 
dead man is proved indeed it is readily 
acknowledged to ho Tom Bartlett's. His 
blood-stained coat is identified easily as 
his. There are enough witnesses to the 
fact of his quarrel with the deceased on 
that night. And then Josef Dumont, 
who was subpeoued as a witness, because 
he was known to be In the saloon that 
night, swears positively that he saw 
Tom Bartlett raise the gun and shoot.

“Where did you go then ?” He le 
cornered. Has the priest given any 
clue ? His eyes steal to the sad, quiet 
but impassible face of Father Bartlett. 
There is no sign there of any treason. 
He may bluff it to the end.

"I went home.”
"Nowhere else ?”
"No, Monsieur.”
Poor Grogan from his seat in the 

court cannot stand that.
"Yes, Sir ! He came to the rectory. 

He was twice there, for I let him in."
| "Grogan to the stand and sworn."

"What did he want at the rectory ?”
"First he came to get Father Bartlett 

to go to his old mother who was dying. 
She died, by the way."

"Why the second time ?”
"I do not know. Sir."
"Father Bartlett to the stand.”
“Was Josef Dumont at the rectory 

on the night of the murder ?”
“He as.
“More than once ?”

"What for ?"
“He came to call me to his mother's 

deathbed."
"But before that why did he come ?”
"That 1 cannot say.”
"You mean you will not say ?"
"I will not say."
"Do you know you can be sent to jail 

for contempt of court ?"
"I have the greatest respect for a 

court of justice but as a priest I have 
my duty to God and to His Church."

"Will you not tell to save your bro
ther's life ?"

ministry.
1884 there were 5,007 primary schools, 
with 464,268 pupils, 794 iutermediate 
schools with 72,769 pupils, and 1,946 
advanced schools with 72,769 pupils ; 
while at the close ot the year 1909 the 
figures were as follows : 7,485 primary
with 934 924 pupil» ; 3,065 Intermediate 
with 208,803 pupils ; and 4,628 advanced 
schools with an attendance of 233,870. 
Or to summarize, there were in 1884 
7,747 school# with an attendance of 
012,181, while in 1900 the schools 
numbered 15,128, and the pupils 1,437,- 
597. Or, in other words, while during 
the period under review the population 
of the country had increased by two- 
seventbs, the schools and attendance 
had more than doubled, facts that speak
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“l'BOHi'ERITY*' IS THEIR 11)01.

II. Tin* saddest feature, however ol 
all (it always seems to me) is to see how 
entirely the Protestant system has re
versed the Christian conception of pros
perity and wraith. To listen to your 
respectable, self-satisfied, comfortable 
Scotchman, for example, you would 
never imagine that "man's chief end" 
(to use the words of his “Shorter Cate
chism") “is to glorify God and enjoy 
llim lor ever." Almighty God must 
always be on the side of the big batta
lions. A powerful, conquering nation 
must surely possess the true Gospel . a 
poor, persecuted or ibackward nation 
must surely be the victim of supersti
tion. Poverty is a disgrace ; wealth 
betokens what they call "righteous
ness a shabby appearance |is an in
fallible sign of spiritual darkness ; and 
“cleanliness" is declared "next to god
liness."

THE DRAMA OF “THE 
CONFESSION”

An object lesson in Catholic doctrine 
and Catholic practice is Doing presented 
each evening (and will bo i»>r some time 
to come) on the stag* at the Bij m 
Theatre, New York, ii; a play called 
“The Confession,” written by Mr. James 
Ilalleek Reid, who also personates one 
of the principal characrors in the play 
—Josef Dumont, a lrvuch-Canadian 
fisherman.

The play opens with the coming to his 
new appointment, as parish priest of a 
Massachusetts town, young Father 
Bartlett. There to welcome him in his 
new rectory are his fond »>id mother, the 
sexton, good old Grogan (whose ances
tors distinguished themselves at. the 
Battle of the Boyne) and Rose Creigh
ton, affianced to Tom Bartlett, the 
priest's brother, and a iittle chap, a 
ward of the house, picked up from the 
East Side.

They have all welcomed Father Bart
lett and gone off to prepan» supper for 
him when in, out of "the wildest storm 
of wind and rain ever remembered in 
that part of Massachusetts, "rushed Josef 
Dumont, wringing his hands and crying 
in an agony of tear and grief, in broken 
French English : “Absolution ! Absolu- 

organ used in bringing down curses and tion, mou . Absolution !" And he 
in sowing the cockle of hatred and dis-

inen of the

a.*'*’for themselves.
AN ALLKCORY

One evening in Rome I stood
the steps that lead up to the Capitol 
and looked down in the setting sun upon 
the scene beneath. There lay the 
Forum, and the Coliseum, and the Arch 
of Titus, anil the temples of the gods, 
and the Palace of the Cmsars ami all 
the ruins that yet remain to tell of the 
glory and the might of the greatest em
pire that ever the sun shone on. Aloft 
upon the pagan shrines rosi» now before 
my eyes the Cross, the sign « f man's 
redemption, and sculptured upon their 
walls were the arms of the Popes, the 
Vicars of Jeans Christ. What means it 
all ? It is an epitome. I said to my
self, of the world's history ; the fall of 

t riumph
of the Bishop of Rome ; the Catholic 
Church built upon the wreckage of 
paganism. And as Rome fell, so 1ms 
fallen and so must fall, every kingdom 
founded not upon the rock, hut on the 
shifting sands of worldly ambition and 
human pride. The empire of Catholic
ism alone

In WRiTiNci of Belgium one’s thoughts 
naturally revert to the sister kingdom 
of Holland, where Catholics are in the 

A contributor to Etudesminority.
Franciscaine» (Paris) reviews the re
vival ot the faith in the Netherlands, 
dating its beginning from 1798, when by 
the adoption of a new constitution Cath
olics were relieved of their disabilities. 
The hierarchy was not, however, re
stored until 1852, the year following its 
restoration in England. At that time 
there were but one million Catholics in 
Holland, mainly confined to Utrecht 
and Haarlem. To-day Catholics number 

2,000,000 ; 150 churches have in

The parable of Dives and Lazarus is 
Everything must give way 
• " This is the idol that

SINS OF THE TONGUE out of date.
to "prosperity." 
all must bow down and worship, what
ever happens; aud the one supreme evil, 
the one unforgivable sin, is want of 
"respectability."

In all this there seems to be a strange 
echo of the accusation made by the 
pagans against the early Christians —an 
echo even, if I may dare to say so, of the 
words addressed by satan to the Sun of 
Man ; “All these things will 1 give 
Thee if Thou wilt fall down and adore

Chaucer wrote:
The flrste vertue, sone if thou wilt

Is to restreine, and kepen wel thy 
Tonge.”

the heathen I'ontifex aud th*

me." Preachers among the Protestant 
sects, I know, will resent this descrip
tion as a travesty of their teaching ; and 
1 ad?nit Indeed that they generally try 
to hold up something better, something 
a little more resembling the Sormon on 
the Mount. But their teaching is ig
nored ; tney are powerless ; they are 
firing into the air ; no one heeds them 
further than he agrees with them ; no 
one is influenced by them, for they have 
no method of enforcing their influence. 
Here is the point. 1 am not blaming 
Protestant preaching or preachers so 
much as their system ; they preach one 
thing and the people do another. In 
effect, the life of the people is a practi
cal materialism, no matter what their 
religious leaders may say ; and 
tend that all this is a sheer contradic
tion of the spirit of the Founder of Chris
tianity and llis inspired Apostles.

over
the interval been restored and et larged; 
500 new ones erected ; and monasteries, 
convents, seminaries and schools have 

all over the country. The

sinks to the floor. The young priest 
cord, so much so that a sacred writer égards the prostrate moaning form for a 
has said that “he who sinneth not by his 8ecood or two, then quietly locks the 
tongue is perfect. doors leading into the study, lowers the

There is a vice almost universal among Iightf takee from a drawer his stole 
the human family, and one which is which he gently kisses and puts round 
most dangerous, because its enormity is hia ueckf lilld hia crucifix, all the while 
not realized, though its fruits are terri- kja ijp8 moVe in prayer and his eyes rest 
ble; a vice that feeds on a corrupted compassionately on the sobbing peni- 
beart and spreads its poison through the
tongue, and bears the odious name of jj,aw he is the priest of God, the 
slander. "Alter Christas," armed with the com-

The tongue of the slanderer is what mission : “Whose sins you shall forgive 
the inspired writer terms it," a raging they are f<)rgiveu them.” He makes the 
Are which scorches all within its reach. ' 8ign of the Cross over the kneeling man’s 
It feeds with delight on what is most head who vehemently begins : 
sacred and secret, destroys what is most ..j confe88 to Almighty God and to 
solid, and blackens what it cannot con- you, mon pere—I have killed a man ! * 
sume. The slanderer takes a secret _ killed _ Monsieur Creighton — 
pride in revealing the moat in a kined him dead ! Absolution ! Absolu- 
brother's eye and cannot see the beam tiou , Absolution !" 
in his own. Full of base envy he takes Hia handa are ralsed now in piteous 
offense at the superiority or success of appeat to the priest, who reminds him 
others, and lives only by impairing their 0f heinousness of bis crime, and asks 
character. In the breast of the slander- about the circllmstni,ces.

"He take my sister away from our 
home—he coax her away to Spoil her !
I follow 1 I kill him ; I was mad I Abso
lution, mon pere, absolution 1"

Father Bartlett quiets the man, urges 
him to sorrow for the crime made worse 
because the soul sent, into eternity was 
in sin, according to his story, and tinally 
he pronounces audibly over the new re
pentant sinner the solemn words of the 
Church :

"I absolve thee in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost," aud the man is out like a flash 
once more in the storm and off.

Father Bartlett is again alone, agita
ted and awed, but ho gives no voice to 
his feelings, nor to the name of the mur
dered man—his brother’s brother that 
was to have been. He puts away the 
stole aud crucifix, unlocks the doors, 
again turns up the light. Not one 
moment too soon for his brother bursts 
in the outer door aud with a wild cry of 
"Help me ! help me !” throws himself 
all wet and disheveled into the priest's 
arras. In a few quick words he tells he 
was fighting with Tom Creighton, a shot 
rang out, Creighton fell dead, and he 
himself ran home, with the officers of the 
law in close pursuit. But he begs him to 
believe he did not shoot Tom Creighton. 
"Do you tell this to me as priest or to 
your brother ?"

“To my brother, to the son of my 
mother 1 I did nob kill the man."

Even as he speaks the officers of the 
law come in and are taking him away. 
"Hold 1" cries Father Bartlett. “He is 
—” And the officer comes hack. “He is 
— What ? Father Bartlett speak I lie 
is— What ?” “Your prisoner—take 
him away,” and his face was pale with 
the terror of it all. He has. however, 
given the officer the impression that he 
knows something about it. But the 
officer goes without the information.

His brother’s denial of guilt to him is 
no sacramental secret, but it indirectly 
suggested knowledge of the real criminal.

The priest had not bad time for the 
briefest prayer, when Josef Dumont 
enters again.

"Come quick, mon pere I My old 
mother will die—she cry for the father." 
And ont into the wild night he goes 
with Dumont though the sexton warns 
him that it is five miles to Dumont's 
house and five back and nothing for it 
but walking.

He gets into his stormooat, puts the 
necessary Sacrameutals in his pocket, 
and goes. He returns towards morning 
and is again alone in his study.

Once more Josef Dumont comes to 
him. His dead mother's voice in his ear 
constantly is urging him to "go to the 
father ! Tell the truth 1 Tell the 
truth !” He gets no peace—he is half-

'
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sprung up 
secular clergy alone number 2.4(H) and 
religious houses 050. The total popula
tion of Holland is less than 0.000.000, so 
that Catholics form now a very respect
able minority and have to be reckoned 
with in the political affairs of the king
dom. In view of the restless condition 
of other European countries professedly 
Catholic, the flourishing state of the 
Church in the land of William the 
Silent is full ol compensation.

is prosperous ; she never de
cays, she never dies, for she lias within 
her a principle of life that can never bo 
extinguished.

There she stands erect before the 
world, embracing all nations and coun
tries and peoples of every tongue, a 
perfect miracle of prosperity. Rich and 
powerful and progressive, old indeed in 
years, yet radiant with the strength and 
beauty of youth, she is growing still aud 
pushing her conquests far and wide, 
even in lands where civilization is hard
ly known. The greatest of the earth 
and the least are among her subjects; 
rich aud poor, learned and simple, wise 
and foolish, black and white, penitent 
sinners and blameless saints.

If, then, O ye seekers after prosper
ity, if you wish for an empire that is 
really 
Here i
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CATHOLICITY AND 
PROSPERITY

IlOW TO TREAT THE OBJEC
TION—PROTESTANTISM PRE
VERTS THE GOSPEL — SUPER
NATURAL BEAUTIES OF THE 
TRUE RELIGION

I

!Tins present year marks the centen
ary of the death of Bishop Hay, Vicar 
Apostolic of the Lowland District of 
Scotland from 1778 until 180.>, and it is 
proposed to commemorate the event on 
a scale commensurate with the import- 

of the work which he accomplished

catholic; are not deceived

Catholics, on the other hand, are not 
deceived by the glamor of success and 
the glitter of wealth. The Catholic 
Church to-day, identical with theCburch 
of the first century, stands like a ruck in 
opposition to the ideals and practices of 
paganism,
“Blessed are the pour in spirit,” “Blessed 
are they that hunger and thirst after 
justice,” “ Blessed are the persecuted," 
" Take no thought for the morrow," " Lay 
not up treasure upon earth,” “ If the 
world hate Me, it will also hate you," 
“ Deny yourself daily, take up your 
cross and follow Me," ami " What profit 
eth it a man if he gain the whole world 
and suffer the loss of his own soul ?"—* 
these aud other evangelical sentiments 
are quite familar and natural to Catho
lics ; they have a meaning for them to
day as they had for the followers of 
Jesus Christ when He uttered them.

er there is a disguised hatred, which dis
tills in words the poisonous fermenta
tion of the heart; there is a contemptible 
hypocrisy which praises openly and 
reviles secretly.

The gravity of a sin may be measured 
by its contradiction of the perfection of 
God, to which it is opposed. God is all 
goodness, beauty, justice and sanctity. 
Sin is a denial of the perfections. The 
perfection which God has revealed as 
dearest to Him is love. “Walk in love 
as Christ hath also loved us." Love 
prompted man’s redemption, which was 
accomplished through the blood of the 
Saviour. For that love He exacts a reci
procal love from His followers. "My 
little children, I want you to love one 
another." Be like your forefathers, who 
forced the pagans to exclaim in admira
tion. "See how they love one another." 
This brotherly love gives strength to 
society, and bring peace and warmth to 
the fireside. But this ideal happiness, 
designed by llim whom all in common 
call Father, is sadly destroyed by the 
vice of slander.

Mankind, whom God has given as 
associates through life, whom He enjoins 
us to respect as llis creatures, aud to 
love like brothers, may be divided into 
three classes in their attitude toward us. 
They may be friends, indifferent or 
enemies. All three are jealously guard
ed by charity. If the slanderer attacks 
him, whom he considers an enemy, he is 
prompted by hatred, envy or revenge. 
But these motives are hateful in the 
eyes of God aud man. If he deals his 
deadly poison to an indifferent person, 
by what right does he do harm to one 
from whom he has received no injury? 
What name does he deserve, if under the 
sacred name of friendship, he cloaks his 
shameful wickedness? What could be 
said of the hand that feigns to sooth, in 
order to inflict a deeper wound, of the 
Judas who gives the kiss of treason to 
his so-called friend, of the coward who 
will borrow a smile that he may, with 
impunity, backbite a friend? Where is 
charity? Where is humanity? There 
is no trace of the ideal man, made to the 
likeness of his Creator when he pollutes 
the sacred word, friendship. The Holy 
Ghost compares the slanderer to a viper 
crawling in search of its victim, and says 
he must bo shunned like a serpent, for 
they have sharpened their tongues like 
serpents, aud the venom of asps is under 
their lips. The injuries inflicted by the 
assassin of one's character are sometimes 
worse than death. In the Book of Truth 
we read: "The stroke of a whip makoth 
a bine mark, but the stroke of the 
tongue will break the bones." Again, 
tne death thereof is a most evil death; 
and hell is preferable to it. The whis
perer and the double-tongued is accursed

prosperous, here you have it. 
is an empire whose supremacy is 

indestructible, whose prosperity 
never fail ; prosperity, great 
earth, but, reaching its perfection only 
in heaven. Here is an empire which 
draws out your loyalty, inspires your en
thusiasm and compels your love. Here 
is an empire worth fighting for, whose 
banner is the Cross of Christ and her 
head llis Vicar upon earth and whose 
legions march victorious over every foe. 
To this we cling ourselves and to this 
we invite all others to submit, promising 
them on the infallible Word of God 
Himself that it is an everlasting king
dom against which the gates of hell 
not prevail and that lie Himself will be 
their protector and their reward exceed 
ing great.

Closing lecture of the course de
livered by Rev. Henry G. Graham, M. 
A., of Motherwell, Scotland, as reported 
by the London Catholic Times.

Our task is now finished for the 
present. The important thing is that 
Catholics should have an answer ready 
for those who charge Catholicism with 
being the mother of national degrada
tion and decay. The question is so 
large and complicated, involving as it 
does a study of economics aud o. „he 
history of each particular country; and 
ihe prosperity or adversity of a nation 
depends upon so many diverse causes 
that he must be either a very rash or a 
very ignorant man who will jump to a 
hasty conclusion upon the subject.

1. The best thing for Catholics to do 
(it 1 may presume to offer a piece of 
advice) when confronted with the 
question in controversy, is to make 
your adversary define his terms and 
explain what exactly he means and nail 
him down to particular points. Do 
not let him bamboozle you with mere 
sweeping assertions, such as that “all 
Catholic countries are poor and all 
Protestant ones are rich," or as this: 
"Popery is an enemy to national pros
perity. Looking abroad throughout the 
whole world, we see that Popery de
grades the nations instead of raising 
them to a higher level. * * * When
we contrast Popish countries with 
Protestant lands, can we doubt any 
longer which religion most promotes 
national prosperity ?" (Walsh. “Secret 
Histor

indeed onan co
for the Church in Scotland during a 
most trying period. Bishop Hay, like 
his great contemporary in England, 
Bishop Ch allouer, was a convert to the 
faith, and a further resemblance between 
the two men is found in their devotion 
to the pen as a moans of furthering the 
great work which they had at heart. 
To Bishop llay, English-speaking Cath
olics are indebted for that useful triad 
of volumes, “ The Sincere Christian,
•« The Devout Christian " and “ The 
Pious Christian," which comprise an ex
position of the complete cycle of Chris
tian doctrine in a vein at once popular 

The chapters on the

“ Blessed are tile meek,"

■
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But for others they have virtually no 
meaning. Catholics give practical effect 
to them ; not so others. The truly rich 
man, they kuow, is the man that is rich 
toward God and the wealth and grand
eur ot this world is as a shadow that 
passeth away. They know that a man is 
neither better nor worse for his poverty 
or his wealth, and so they hold them
selves indifferent to both ; and hence in 
every Catholic community that really 
tries to live up to the Church's ideal 
(and there are many such) you will al
ways And that Almighty God and the 
interests of His holy religion receive the 
first place in the thoughts aud words 

I and actions of the people.

ACTS OK THE HOLY SEE
and learned.
Church have been described by high 
authorities as especially luminous and 
profound. He produced also a most 
learned treatise on the " Scripture Doc
trine of Miracles," which, being pub
lished in 1770, attracted great attention 
in Scotland and England, was translated 
into several European languages and 
met with general recognition, both 
within the Church aud without, as an im
portant contribution to the literature of 
the subject. The edition of the holy 
Bible, published at Edinburgh in 1805, 
was also due to him.

S. CONSISTORIAL CONGREGATION
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In a general meeting of the 8. Con

sistorial Congregation held on Febru
ary 23, 1911, to the proposed question : 
“Does the recent Decree Maxima (Jura on 
the administrative removal from office 
and benefice to which the care of souls Is 
attached hold in England," the Most 
Eminent Fathers, having taken the 
opinion of Consultors and weighed 
those of others,
In llie affirmative.

A report having been made of this tu 
Our Most Holy Lord Pope Pius X. by 
the undersigned Cardinal Secretary in 
an audience held on February 24. 1911, 
llis Holiness ratified and confirmed the 
decision.

decided to answer:CATHOLIC AN» PROTESTANT CITIES CON
TRASTEDy of Oxford Movement," page

Stuff like this is the merest clap3(53).
trap, well enough suited for anti- Popery 
orators haranguing gangs of their own 
confederates, but not to bo allowed for 
a moment as serious argument 
cussion with intelligent Catholics.

DEMAND PARTICULARS

VITake a Catholic city like Munich, for 
example, the capital of Bavaria. At 5 
o'clock in the morning, ami even earlier, 
the church bells are summoning the 
inhabitants to prayer, and the streets 
are soon alive with people hurrying off 
to Mass. The monks and nuns are oele- 

Ask these gentlemen to come to par- brat ing God’s praises in the choir, 
tieulars. Ask. What do you mean by and the city and all its work 
prosperity ? At what century do you and all its people are as it were 
begin to reckon a nation's prosperity ? dedicated to God before the world has 
Why do you exclude from your view time to put in its claim. The Angelus 
non-Christian nations like Japan and reminds them three times a day of the 
nations Christian, but neither Catholic love of God to man in taking flesh and 
nor Protestant, like Russia ? What the shrines and holy images and other 
does the Bible say about prosperity ? religious emblems In the streets and 
What does the temporal advancement of over the houses keep the truths of faith 
a nation prove as to its Christianity ? alive in people's minds.
Make them prove their every assertion Go, on the other hand, to a Protest- 
bit by bit; take nothing for granted, ant or Lutheran city, like Nlerenberg 
however popular the statement may be, or Heidelberg ; the churches are shut, 
and you will find that their most con- their bells are silent the children hurry 
fldent assertions are reeking with off to school and the merchant to his 
fallacies. Above all, be sure and keep counter, without any worship of their 
a sharp lookout for the almost certain Creator. Or, again, look at a town in 
confusion of ideas (to call it by the Italy or Spain during Holy Week. The 
mildest name) by which they mix up sin interest of the entire population is 
and poverty, moral degradation with centred in the churches, where the 
social misery and calmly assume that Passion of Our Lord is commemo-

Bisnor Hay died on the fifteenth of 
October, 1811, hia life having extended 

period of eighty-one years, sixty- 
three of which were spent within the 

llis conversion he always

in dis- m
Rome, February 28, 1911. 

C. Card. Dk Lai, Secretary, 
Soivio Therm, Assessor.

.

II.Church.
attributed to the perusal of Gother's 
well-known work, "The Papist Repres
ented and Misrepresented,” which had 
been placed in his hands during his 
imprisonment in England for complicity 
in the Rising of 1745. For young Hay 
had, after the battle of the Prestonpans, 
espoused the cause of Prince Charles 
Edward, and followed his standard in 
the capacity of a surgeon, until the final 
defeat of the clans at Cullodeu. It was 
after his release and return to Scotland 
that ho made his profession of faith and 

received into the Church by Father

To the question proposed : "Does 
the Decree Maxima dura hold for the 
dioceses of the United States of North 
America?" this 8. Consistorial Congre
gation answers : In the affirmative, 
according to the decision given for the 
dioceses of England on February 28, 
1911.
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frontier, over on guard aud ready armed. 
But when the note was his own, his ear 

too greatly enamored of his 
voice to detect it, and he had so petted 
the wayward children of his own philoso
phical fancy, that he was loathe to part 
with them, or to admit fault in the off
spring of his own intellect. Neverthe
less Brownsou was the sure and faithful 
sentinel ever on gnard on the watch- 
tower. His broad vision surveyed in its 
glance the entire field of Christian life 
—its civilization, its policies, its

Rome, March 13, 1911. 
C. Card, 1)k Lai, Secretary, 
Scirio TlSCCii!, Assessor.
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Happiness is thorough helpfulness. 
Every morning let us build a booth to 
shelter some one from life’s fierce heat. 
Every noon let us dig some life-spring 
for thirsty lips. Every night let us be 
food for the hungry and shelter for the 
cold ami naked.

John Seton, of the Society ot Jesus* 
Thenceforward his talents were devoted

m

!

!x a
:

$

-
-

ï

■

I
i
;

.*

«

i

v 
V

sf

■J
A

V

4

i


