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carefully handled,
A GOOD THING.

We are glad to learn that many of
our young people are ranging them-
selves under the banner of Total Abstin-
They believe that conviviality
can be had without aleohol.
accept the ruling of scientific men
that there is practically no physiologic
or therapeutic excuse for the wuse of
aleohol and that it does not even fulfil
the semi-medicinal
temporary stimulant which are met by
tea, coffee and chocolate,
jurious to hrain and muscle. The mod
orate drinker is wont to have many a
reason to justify his conduct; but we
are told that, viewed from a cold-
blooded, scientific aspect, it must be
admitted that the use of alcoholic bev
erages is reduced to a watter of seif
He drinks because
Time wa: when strength and
efficiency were wont to be associated
with aleohol, but medical men have
disabused us of such

imes a year
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more in keeping with the tendencics of
the times than one who acquires aond
cultivates a habit which carries with if
a continued menace of acute ineajacita

when done by a drinker
responsible position in the community,
may have a very bad cffect npon others.
At all events it causes unholy exulta
tion among the cynical and the topers.
And the young, who sec the respected
citizen making the acquaintance of sua

dry high balls, may be induced to imit

ate his example and to join the ranks of
the moderate drinkers.
that they who help to fashion puablic
opinion, and who by reason of their
position or office are looked up to for
guidance, could, by being total abstain
ers do much for temperance — much for
their neighbor and God. This may en-
tail some self-denial, but thenengineers
and others whose work demands eloud
less of intellect and preecision of muscle
abstain from drink.

PEPPER AND SALT,
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or of the Providence Apc

WHAT “THE THUNDERER" SAYS.

“It may be stated,”’ says the London
Times, ‘‘as an opinion upon which most,
if not all, physiologists are agreed, th: ¢
aloohol contributes pothing
permanent powers of the healthy or
ganism, whether physical or intellect-
No man, it issaid, is the stronger
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The experience, now véry ex-
tensive, of insurance offices, seems to
place it beyond doubt that even the
m>derate regular use of aleohol in any
form is on the whole contributory to
the shortening of life.
views come to
against temporary gratification of the
palate, or temporary stimulation of the
brain, they will be likely to lead to a
gradual change in the habits of the
more intelligent portion of mankind.”
Therefore the man who strikes al
cohol off his list of beverages is act
ing in accordance with the instructions
of those who know whereof they speak.
The man who does not drink is mo:e
likely to be a better son, a better hus-
band and father than the man who doe’s
He is more likely to corserve unim
paired his vigor, mental and physieal,
until late in life ; and he will not, as it
happens with many moderate drinkers,
degenerate into the drunken Catholic
The pledge, supported by sacraxen tal
help, is indispensable for success here
The drinking man is
out of date, and the saloon-keeper may
be compelled to ‘‘adopt a more decent
method of gaining a livelihood.”
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DO NOT SIGN THEM.
The geutlemen who solicit
for an application for
licenses are inclined to wax eloquent
over the virtues and benefactions of
some saloon-keepers.
confess that we have no pride in such
benefacticns, and when eviderces of the
generosity of the knights of the bar
coms across our path of vision we
study other parts of the landscape.
These benefactions represent nothirg
that can be admired by any self-respects
But they do represent
what is detestable and detested—sin
and poverty, broken and dishonored
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Why then should we sign applications
for liquor licenses ?
necessary ? Are wo obliged to help
any man who is not willing to contri-
bute his share to the betterment of our
community ? Hasany individual, mere-
1y because he wishes to sell rum, a righb
to our support ¢ Does not the salcon

"AN'S POEM—Patriotic, re-

osthumous poems with por-

ov. John Talbot Smith and
tion by John Meran, ..o v. !

JONDO!

. ONTARIO, SATURDAY.

a8 ih exivts to-day trade in and batten
upon intemperance ? Have our wives

and mothers no rights ? Do not

eajoled or bullied into estahl shing the
saloon, ‘‘the personification of the
vilest elements in our modern eiviliza
tion,”

WHICH IS THE TRUE RELIGION?
REASON POINTS UNMISTAKABLY THAT

THERE I8 BUT ONE RELIGION, WHICH

ALL MUST FMBRACE,

Rev, B. J. Otten, 8, J.

In the first lecture of this present
course, it has been shown tuat of sev
ral re'igions, which are opposed to cne
another in doctrine, as they n eds must
be, only one can be true. And a
a false religion is necessarily evil, be-
cause diametrically opposel to God's
essential trathfulness, reason points un-
mistakably to the fact that there can
be but one religion which all are
obliged to embrace. ‘Wha; reason thn
demonstrates as a logical necessity,
Carist Himself, as was proved in the
last lecture, taught as a moral duaty,
when He said : ** He that believeth
net, all things whatsoever I have com-
manded, shall be condemned.”” Hence
there rests upon every reasorable
being the striet obligation to ascertain
as far as he can, which is tha true
religion ecttablished by Christ ; and
the further duty to embrace the same,

notwithstanding tte greatest difli:ulties |

that may bar the way., Consequently
the vital question at now presents
itself for solution is: Whieh is the
truoa religion ?

This question, as is m
supposes that the one true 1
established by Christ still Xisbe
somewhere npon earth., Nor is there
any need of proving the correctness of

his sapposition. For the wvery fact
that Christ built His Church upon a
rock, so that the powers of hell should
not prevail against it; the fact that
He commanded the Gospel to be
preached to all nations and to every
creaturve: and the further fact that He
promised those who were to announce
the Goepel His own divine assistance
and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
till the very end of time, places
the indefectibility aad the per-
petuity of the Church, and thereiore
of the oune true religion, beyond all
reasonable doubt. As it would be
against reason and Revslation to hold
that Christ came to redeem only the
men who were contemporaneous with
His stay upon earth, so also wouald it
be both again the ons and the other
to malntain that His Church, or the
oue true religion established for the
salvation of souls, was intended ouly
for the contemporaries of the Apostles
Hence the religion which Christ estab
lished nearly two thousand years ago
exists to-day, and exists in all the full-
ness of unadulterated trath with which
it was dowered by Him as its divine
founder.

Nor yet is its mere existence a cer-
tain and indisputable fact, but it
must needs exist as a visible religion,
which can be reco%ﬂzed by all. For
those terrible words of Christ, ‘‘ He
that believeth not shall be condemned,"’
bear reference to the men of our day as
well to the contemporaries of the
Apostles. Consequently the one true
religion, which one soever it be, must
be distinguishable from all others in
such wise that any sincere and earnest
searcher af er the truth can satisly
himself that it is the religion which
was established by Christ, and’ which
he is bound under pain of eternal
damnation to embrace. This is quite
in harmcny with Christ's own teaching
on the matter, for He calls His Church
a city built upon a mountain, which
any man mway behold if he will but
open his eyes and look.

From what has been shown in the
last leeture, [ think all will agree that
the most essential mark of Christ's re
ligion, whereby it may with certainty
be recognized as His own, is absolute
ity of faith among all believers.
Upon this He insisted in season and out
of season ; He not only prayed for it,
and urged it upon all his foliowers, but
He made it so essential that He threat
ened oternal dammnation to everyone
who should in the slightest interfere
therewith by refusing to believe the
whole Gospel as preached by the Apos
tles and their suecessors. Nuy, lHe
made that unity a proof of liis own di-
vine mission, saying: *‘Holy Father
e o o« o I pray . o+ o« that they
all may be one . . . so that the
world may believe that Thou hLas sen!
me.”” Henre it is quite ol-
vious that a religions system
which has not this wnity canuot pos
gibly be the true religion. And on the
other hand, if it ean be shown that
there exists to-day but one religion
that has, and always had, and always
will have this unity of faith, the same
must be admisted to be the one true
religion acknowledged by Christ as
His own. The question, therefore,
W hich is the true relizion ? is identical
with this one : Which of the existing
Christian religious is the only one that
has this absolate unity of faith ?

Now, I think, yon will concede that
I answer this question fully, if I show
that there exists to day just one reli-
gion that contains within itself the
prine'ple of unity ; just one religion
that actually possesses this unity ; and
lastly that there is but one religion
that even eclaims to bave this unity.
A religion of whiek theso threo points
can simnitaneously be predicated must
cortainly have uuity of faith,and on the
other hand, a religion of which not one
of thete same points can be alliimed can
certainly have no unity of faith. Which
religion has this unity, and which re-
ligions have not, I shall now proceed to
show.

It has been computed that there are

at present about seven hundred differ-
3ub religious denominations which pro-
tess 1o prove che'r system of theology

|
i from the Bible, and, therefore, in one

way or another, ¢iaim Christ as vhe
founder of their religion. In view of
this multiplicity of profssiedly true
re lgious, our present inquiry would
soew to be aboat s hope less as the
proverbial search alter a needle in a
baystack. However, we can facilitate
Uhis matter very corsicerably by follow-
lug the time b.onored cnstom of divid-
g all these systems into two general
Classos, repicsented respectively by
the Catholic Church as one class, and
by the Protestant churches as the
ovher, Tue reason for this division
lies primarily in the fact that the Pro-
testant churches, though at variance
among themselves as regards many
points of doetrine, admit one and all
the same rule of faith, and ¢

r jectea in its ex

Cuureh. Ivis, therelore, n.t an arbi
trary division, made to bias judgment
in solving the proposed difliculty, but
flows wspontanecusly from the very
essence of the religions in question,
and, this being the case, it must be
acceptable to all. Nor can auyone
reasonable object that the schismatical
or socalled orthodsx chorches of
Greece and Russia are thus left ont ot
count ; for in as much as they have no
infaliiply jadge in matters of faith,
they naturally belong to the same
category as the uumerous progely of
the Protestant Relormation. Hence
the question: Which is the true re
ion ? is narr,wed down to this: In
which of these classes. In the Catho
lic Chureh or in Protestant Churches,
is fouud that unity ol taith which is an
essential mark o! the true relizion es-
tablished by Christ ?

If we now examine into the maltter
with a view to auswer this guestim
we find first of all that the Protestant
churches, whether taken as a collection
or considered singly, do not possess a
principle of unity. KFor the principle of
unity must peeds be identical with the
rule ot faith,and inorder to be a uniying
principle, 1t must of its own nature
tend to upite individual judgments in
regard to revealed truths, Yet such a
rule of faith none oi the Protestaut
charches admit. In one and all the
decision as to what is of faith rests
ultimately with the Bible as inter
preted by each individual for him-
sell, Buvu the Bible as interpreted by
the individual means neither more
por less than the icdividual's inter-
pretation of the Bible, or his own
private judgment concerning the
uruth said to be contained in the
Bible, aud, therefore, the rule of
faith common to all Protestant

churches, and in practice followed by.

every one of them, is Private Judg-
ment. Now private judgment, so far
irom being a principle of unity, is
rather a scurce of discord. The old
saying, tot sententiae, quot capita—as
many opinions as there are heads—is
applicable in matters of religion as
well as in other affaire of lite when
left to the decision of many. If every
doctrine contained in the Bible ware as
clear as the fact that two and two
make four, private judgment might
possibly be compatible with unity in
taith, but as there are very many Bib-
lical truths that are anything but clear
the inevitable result of applying privite
jadgment to them is the veriest Babel
of conflicting opinions. Nay, this di-
versity of opinion is apt to arise even
in cases where the truth in quest.on
seems to be quite obvious. What could
be simpler and clearer than this shory
sentence, sposen by Our Lord at the last
Supyper : *This is my body ?"” It is a
direct and positive statement, contaiu-
ing jast four words— the simplest pro
position that can possibly be uttered by
man ; yet hardiy a quarter of a century
had elapsed since the introduction of pri
vate judgmen sasarule of faith when this
short sentence was interpreted in as
many a8 two hundred different ways
Sureiy a principle that can give rise to
such a varievy of opinions in regard to
the meanthg of the simplest ot proposi.
tions cannot be considered a source of
unity in the faith. Yet every rule ot
faith that the different Protestiut
chuiches make uvse of is ultimately re
ducib e to this one ; consequently not
one of these churches has the principle
of unity.

And as Protestant churches have no
unitying prianciple, so neither have they
actual uoity. Division, dissension aud
discord have been the distinguishing
marks of Protessantism from its very
birth ; 8o much so that it alarmed the
reformers themselves. *‘ It is of great
importance,’’ wroto Calvin to his
fetlow reformer, Melanchton, *‘that
the divisions which subsist among
should not be known to future
for nothing can be wore ridiculous than
that we, who have bheen compelled to
make a separation from the whole
world, should have agreed so ill among
curselves from the very beginning of
the Reformation.’”’ To this Melanchton
yreplied that * Tae KElbe, with all its
waters, could not furnish tears enough
to weep over the miseries of the dis
tracted Reformation.”” The same note
of alarm is sounded by Theodore Beza,
another reformer., *'Our pe wple, '’ he
says, ** are carried away by every wind
ot doetrice. If you know what their
religion is to day, you canuot tell what
it may be to morrow. There is not one
point which is not held by some of them
as an arsicle of faith, and by other re-
jected as an impiety.”

Nor are the different denominations
only at variance with one another, ag
might be expected, but thero € Xists the
greatest diversity of opinion even
among the members of one and.the
same denomination. This is especially
the case where successive unity comes
in question. What jesterday was held
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a3 an article of faith is to day r« jected
esy. The course of
antism through the four centuries of its
existence i3 strewn with the
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then modified and finally aban
The eternity of hell, the neces-
sity of faith, the eflicacy of
ments, the virgin birth of Christ, the
divine personality of the Saviour, and
scores of other doctrives,
the very existence of Christianity d
pends, have either wholly or
been relegated to the limbo of hali

y might safely infor

t does not exist in any one
ably that it must

churehes little remains save the Father-
hiood of Godand the brotherhood of man

might have professed without
the slightest risk of ever being calle
upon to seal his faith with the saecrifice

possesses most certainly
I'he one rule of lait
and accepted by all

Zwiogll, or any other 8o called relorme:
allowed to visit to-day
ch t ey originated some three hun
ed years ago, they would rec

interpreting the traths of rev

directed to bring all men's 1
oneness of thought.

8o neither is there unity
of faith among present members.
the hardest thing in the world
small number of
same denomination
all poiats of doetrine.

certainty, for in its last analysis it is
the infallible voice ¢l God, independ
of human wisdom, though

Who said to His Apostles :
u always, even to the end of the

ten as not these opit
» the one with the other
continual splitting vp of older
ninations into new ones, the oddity

built upon the rock,
hell, the powers
r and of falsehood

hau the sirangeness of thei

i oever takes it upon himself to decid
1 instance, take the Baptist Chureh, i

; that belongs either

million communieca
Internal dissension has been so
t bhas given rise to thirteen rew
me of which con-
that it posscsses the pure gospel.

a general councll pree
Pope, or to the 1

the |
faithful in matters of | |
For yet does the Ay W

union with the council, or acting by | ¢*¥ to do as you do, bnt not a< an end ;
himself, speak in these matters simply | 3
as a human being, but as the Vicar of | live an hoaest, good ! i by that
Christ, under the special guidance of |

Baiptists, the Regular South Baptists
he Regular Colored Baptists, the Six
Principles Baptists, the Seventh Day
Baptists, tbe” Free Will Baptists, the

neral Baptists, the United Baptists,
Separate Baptists,
Chureh of Christ, the Primitive Baptists
and lastly, the Old Two Seed in the

similar condition of things obtains in
other denominations.

o . s 4 And as each and
saparate religious bodies differing in

doetrine, the Methodist Church seven
aud the Lutheran
Nay, even where tiis actual splitting
up of older sects into new ones does not
seem to occur, there is unity only in
s0 far as all agree to ditagree,

immediate separation
Shureh, to give his fall and
unconditioved assent to the truth
proposed, the accepted

productive of the most perfect unity of
beliel and oneness of doetrine,

As in principle so also in faet is
there found in the Catholic Church the

Liverpool, said some years ago of his
ow~n church, is wholly or in part ap
plicable to every Protestant denomi
nation existing to day.
Church,’’ he said, * is in such a state
of chaotie anarchy and la vlessness that
it does not appear to matter a jot what
a clergyman holds and believes.
same point was strikingly illustrated a
few months ago in our country, in the
case of Dr. Carter,
Presbytery, Long Island.
tely refused to believe in the fall of
man, the Redemption, and other funda-
wental doctrines of the Westminister
Counfession, yet the Presbytery decided
that Brother Carter might, his het
erodox views notwithstanding, continue
his honored conuection with the Pres-
byterian commuiion.
such things happen it were idie to look
ior unity of faith.

But what is worse still, not only is
there no actual univy of faith anywhere
in these ehurches, but net a single vne

sucecessive and
is not a single doo
accepted by the Apostles and their
flocks, that is not so accepted to-day
by every Catholic.
a single truth now held as revealed

perhaps only implicitiy, believed in the
the Apostles.
extrinsic conditions has in the lapse of
ages called for a fuller declaration and

selves thus explicitly defined were
contained in tae Gospel preached to
the first Chris ‘ians, and were implicitly
accepted by them on

The deposit of faith was complete at
the death of the last Apostle, and from
that deposit not an iota has ever been

added thereunto,
are one in faith,

I The present and the
Tais may seowm strange, yeb it is an un-
Protestant divines. As early as 1868 Nor is this unity of faith
fect as it exists among
the present day.
this openly to the world,

“discord in doctrine in a thing as in-
evicanie as that different

islands most remote:everywhere
find children of this

; and nations, the most diverse in
and conditions
: yet everywhere, al d under all
conditions, you will find them one in
laith, accepting withont
so1bation whatsoever 6
earth proposes to their b
from the hearts and lips
and seventy miilion
ises heavenward this ono sublime
YO my God, [

any attempt were made to enturce a
it would break
His Lordship ot

times sines the Relormation people had
pbeen allowed to hold extrome doetrines
on one side and on the other.’

**As to divergencies ol opin
ion among the clergy, 1 do nut wish to
resyrain snd curb tvhe liberty of the
Statements like these do nov
only prove the absence of all unity in
tho faith, but they are a po:itive renun-
Aund the coudi
obtains in conserva
its eounterpart

Charch belioves

It is a unity such as Church pra
the eve of his death,
paid : ““‘Holy Father.
alto do I pray who shall belie
that they may be or

tion of thiogs th

Freedom of opinion in matters ef taith
ehword of one and all.

have commanded
you, shall be damned ’
not hear the Cnurch, let him be to thee
as a heathen and publican ™’
agree with the declaravion of St.
we, nay il an angel from heaven,
preach to you a gospel other than that
you have received, le
If it does, then one con-
tradictory is as true as the other, ¢

truth she grants no lit [
one of her childre rich or | od Bab
op or cardinal | flosh,’
his whola | | et

whizh the Catholie Church believes and

as a dead member,
carries out to the letter her Divine
) ‘If any man will not |
hear the Church, let him be to thee

v heathan and a publican.”
the advice of St.

Heuce whatever m: y be said of Prote:
ertainly are not
the religion that Carist acknow
as His own @ for they one and all fack

o8
She follows |

adamonish him once

pressed upon His Church for all times
—they lack unity of faith and oneness
this applies with
¢qual force to the Eastern schismatical
churches, because in the absence of an

I have preached unto you.

4
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ema. Protestents eall

| - 't why do they not fling
ch into the face of

t t urge it
) eall it bigobry
800 th by doing
Ay own ¢laim to
| wd cede that of their
FAY yndemned

-

ook at it,
w cortainly unity
I WAy WwWe

ta 1irches have
» unity of faith ; its absence
4 rions, Yet Christ says in
ity of fzith is an

h : rne relicion
wbhlished msequent!y
val tly that the
hich we are in quest
an that which is found
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; | ITIS ONLY INFIDELITY GUISED

sati 1 & man on
e train or lay lately We spoke of

| ,v,‘ y ', ligiouns neipl I prejudices
16 people of ti 1 Id and of

& ,»j',' dism d religious in-
: ren 1 1 f United
States, or t ‘liber " as he
3 But,"’ he
I, with a kind ul satis-

, | faction, It's all right ; » are all

amo ‘“ Are
I said, “ Wi i » end 2'°

' he said, * I try to li v good

ny afla nd deal
y W a1l me ‘This very

, 5 but t A1 1sands
g for that sar vho do vot
suceced hall as , and there
an end far
, 3, and r ¢ud and
i same., You
ith me. I, too,

AT¢ lions who are
| :
Lifferent

nine are \

| J
| do not trave v

nly

a3 a meoans to an cnr L ury o

{ life gain eternal fe i leaven
|

the Holy Spirit, who places the seal of | promised to me by faith tod apa ilis
his own essential truthfulness upon all

| Chureh. So von see w you s.ap

off &t uvha bLorder live of vLaral—

and | If A -1 go on into the snper-
indivisible, the same for all times and
for all nations.
the beliet of one, is proposed to the
belief of all : what is once deflned as an
article of the faith; remains an article
of the faith forever.

| natural t« } higher end by higher
§ I'hat is your end, t.o, bub
you are careless of the one mesns of
attaining it. Yon shiuld not be in-
different on a point so important.’’
Then the real tronble manifested itself
when he said :  ** Well, that is all very
dubious anyway. You can’t be certain
on religions matters. It is only a
matter of edaeation ; one Church is as
good as another ; you may be all wrong
and [ am as yvight as a I would like
to see all this theoretical wrangling
stopped and a platiorm of broad
principles adopted free enou . to suit
all parties. Then we w "l have no
creeds or excommunication: eligious
bickerings, and all wo "1 be peace.’’

This declaration oper \ «to a
condition of things ve A ad
of which myv compar sonly one
exponeut. I was 8, aking with an
infidel masquerading w ‘or the gnise of
a free anrt ocasy b rentiss — ‘*a
goodly apple rotten the core. In-

differentism is but a form of infidelity
or the very next step to it. It is this

ry rot that is ruining the very vitals
of thoe nation, its religion and morality,
and makes the millions churchless,—
The Missionary.
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THEM,

The Episcopal eburch does not want
the Catholies 10 have been shrown
out of their Ohurch for rebellicn
againsd i 2al t ity The

W M in its
vber, mak 5 vinly ap-
iy 1ssing the Omaha affair.

may not he true that
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{eart

“The divinely aj wns for
magi nr €0 1 18 the

rament of Penance, ys the Ros-
ary. ‘‘Let us then s to it that the
days of Advent w8 nob by unheeded
but let them b ouy day yraver and

She says wih the same great Apostle [ DumMber v hundred | sixiy five
to every one of her children : *‘ Though
from hkeaven should preach ter of the world, thus showing
to you a gospel other than that which Lord’s injanction to proseh the gospel
I say let | to all men has been well heeded.

pre the eoming of the Bless-
the ‘Word made
i God o loved the world.’
¢ us receive on Christmas
| morai i the Most ’ b I arist
Bread of Life, the Body 1 Blood of
Jhrist ; indeed il be par-
takers of that holy j t oth
understanding, and we | ¢ Eneo
v foretaste of that he hich
| God’s angels proelai f 1 on high
to ‘‘men of good will on earth.”
ST
To day the children of the Church
" 1
million. They ave found i 7ory ((UAr-
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