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o ~ Clean Mangers,
Bditor * The Farmer’s Advocate ** :

A clean manger is the secret of a good appe-
It is a remarkable appetite and a marvel-
lous digestion that will not pall in time, if con-
tinually offered an excessive quantity of feed, es-
pecially when the ration includes a large propor-
A  successful boarding-
house keeper once remarked to the writer that
she always found it paid to have plenty of food

tite.

tion of concentrates.

on the table. If the supply were ‘‘ skimpy,’’ i
seemed to whet her boarders’ appetites.

If this
is so of human beings, who are supposed to stop

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Wintering Horses.

Editor ‘“ The Farmer's Advoocate ’’ :

fronted with ‘the proposition :
winter my horses ?’’

best advantage.
t

short of their stomach’s capacity, it applies quite

as fully to animals.

important than with horses and pigs. The pig

subsisting chiefly on rich food, is more liable than
<attle or sheep to be injured by excessive eating.
Many a swine-breeder who wonders why his pigs
‘do not thrive better, would find the reason in his

trough half an hour after feeding.

With horses, there is a special reason for limit-
ing the quantity of feed. As in the case of the
pig, the horse may be given too much grain for
the good of his digestion, but, apdrt from this,
is a special reason for care not to allow too much
hay. Over-distension of the stomach is the
primary cause of heaves, and that much over-feed-
ing is done, is apparent from the number of
broken-winded horses met with.

With live stock, as with men, a pretty safe
general rule is to give each time a little less than

' would be eaten up clean. Uncleaned mangers are
the sign of a poor feeder ; that is, a feeder who
cannot expect to get economical results from the
materials he employs. Some horses may require
considerably less hay than they would eat. In.
such cases limit the amount of hay, and use oat
straw for the balance of the feed. A horse get-
ting some oats and hay is not very likely to
gorge himself on straw. P _F.
Lincoln Co., Ont. e

Whog g

Opposed to Stallion License.

Editor * The Farmer’s Advocate ** :

I noticed in last week’s issue that you invite
correspondence from any stallion men who are
not in favor of Government license and inspec-
tion, as well as those who endorse such measures.
Around Mitchell, neither the stallion men nor
farmers appear to approve of any such move.
The farmers think they are as capable of selecting
their horse as any Government appointee would
be. As for not allowing any horse to stand

for service that is not registered in an approved
book, I would say that some of the best carriage
horses are bred from unregistered sires ; in fact,
I know of a pair that sold a short time ago for
$1,000, and notice they are very often the prize-
winners in the show-ring. 1If such a law had been
in force, we should have missed the grand family
of old ‘“ Clear Grit.”” He was, I believe, only
eligible for registration through the performance
of his get, being himself largely imbued with
Thoroughbred blood. How, in the name of com-
mon sense, would it help the stallion men, to be
compelled to pay $25 or $50 of a license fee ?
Some may say, oh ! by shutting off the scrubs.
I venture to say that there are not three un-
registered draft stallions or five scrubs for service
in the whole of the County of Perth. It seems
as though the commissioners were trying to
mould the opinion of horsemen, and for the
moment they think legislation might help the
business, but upon mature consideration don’t
see how it can. T. SKINNER.

Perth Co., Ont.

What the Currycomb is For.

One of the most abused articles about a stable
is a currycomb, particularly the old-fashioned
kind with sharp teeth. At no time are the re-
sults worse than at this season. The currycomb,
when used on a horse at all, should be employed
with judgment. Otherwise it does more harm
than good. We have all seen horses with star-
ing coats and crabbed tempers, whose owners are
ever scratching away at them with the combs.

In grooming horses, main reliance should be
placed upon the brush. The comb should be used
to clean the brush, and is sometimes serviceable
for direct application, though it ought to be
rubbed in the direction the hair lies. Some men
will ruffle the whole coat with the comb in order
to loosen up the dirt and remove traces of scurf
among the hair. The hard teeth of the comb in-
jure the skin, and thus produce more scurf than
they remove. The secret of keeping a horse’s
coat in good condition is to use the comb but
scldom and the brush moderately, taking pains
not to rub the hair the wrong way. A little
regular brushing is better for the coat than a

great deal of reckless currying, and very much
better for the horse’s disposition.

With no animals is it more

At this season of the year every farmer is con-
‘“ How may I best
No doubt a great many old
horsemen have solved this problem to their satis-
faction, but the rank and file of farmers are still
in a quandary as to how they can winter
their horseflesh most economically, and to the

To a great many farmers there will be three
divisions of their horses in the winter time, each
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be done by feeding straw (preferably oat straw),
with some wsilage, roots or bran, to keep the
bowels in good condition. This, together wity
say two quarts of oats per day, will keep him
thriving nicely throughout the winter. Hay ig

hay to straw, or vice versa, care should be taken
to do it gradually, or you will occasion a harvegt
for your veterinarian. In watering, it is much’
to’be preferred to have water where the horse cap
get it at will ; but if the horse is watered threg
times a day (preferably before feeding), no il re-
sults should follow. Next comes the question
of exercise, and the system of a horse Simply de-
mands this. The best means of solving this, ang
the one most commonly
practiced, is to turn the

N TR

Three-year-old Shorthorn bull. First in class and

Show, 1906.

of which require different feed and management.
First of all there will be the horses that will be
worked throughout the winter. These the aver-
age man can care for quite successfully. How-
ever, they will put up a much better appearance
when taken out if they are kept well groomed; be-
sides, feed will be saved, and the horses will be
in much better condition. To this end, blanket-
ing them in the stable gives good results, as a
blanketed horse will have a much sleeker coat, at
the cost of a great deal less labor, than one that
has not been blanketed in the stable. When the
horses are blanketed a little more ventilation can

Linksfield Champion (86401).

reserve

stack in the barnyard
for a short period each
day, and in favorable
weather for a longer
time. Where this ig
practiced, grooming ig
uncalled for, although g

little time spent in
grooming, even on these
horses, will be repaid in
the better health and
condition of the anij-
mal. Where  exercise
cannot = be given, the

horse should by al}
means be provided with
a loose box stall, and
in this he will volunta-
rily obtain enough exer-
cise for the safeguarding
of his health.

Lastly, we have the
foals to winter, and I
might say that there is
very little danger, with
the average man, of their
being too well cared
for. Upon no class of
stock can our care be so
well spent, at present, as
upon these youngsters
of the equine race. The
future of the mature
horse depends, to a very great extent, upon the
care given the foal during the first winter. He
should be kept in a loose box, alone, if possible,
for where two are kept together, the one is usual-
ly master of the other, and fares accordingly at
the manger. Of course, water and exercise are
essential, the barnyard again answering for the
exercising paddock. He should be fed liberally
upon good clean, well-cured mixed or clover hay. .
Especial care should be taken not to have feed
left in the manger between meals, as this soon
tends to put the animal off hisg feed. For grain,
a liberal ration of chopped oats and bran is un-
excelled feed—at least a quart three times per
day. The foals should not be stinted in this re-
spect, even if the grain

champion, Royal

Rolleston Regina.

Shorthorn two-year-old heifer.

be allowed, thus insuring the better health of the
animals.

But how to treat the idle horse, and do it
economically, and at the same time insure his
future usefulness, is a question open for more dj<
cussion. First of all, if shod, his shoes shoul
be removed. If the horse is in fair condition,
his feed should consist of a maintenance diet ;
that is, one that will keep him in the same flesh,
without either loss or gain of weight. This can
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First at Royal Show, 1906, fide new

has to be held back
from the other stock in
order that the foals may
have it; for, with the
present price of horse-
flesh, it will pay better
dividends. here than else-
where. This ration
followed out, with an
occasional root or two,
or a handful of silage,
to keep the bowels in
good working order, will
be found to prove very
satisfactory.

If any reasonable care
and forethought is ex-
tended to our horses,
there should be no ex-
cuse for their getting

out of sorts, no need
for condiments in their
ration, and very little

call for the skilled prac-
titioner to attend them.
I. C.
Brant Co., Ont.

Present subscribers
who send us two bona-
subscriptions

(enclosing $8) will have

their own subscription
advanced one year : or, for sending one new sub-
scription and $1.50, we will advance the old sub-
scription six months.

Changing the name from one meiniyy of the
tainily to another is not ‘“ a new subscriber.”’
lRemember, that the new subscribers will get all
the copies for the balance of this year, 10 beauti-
ful Christmas Number and all of 190; for the
%1.50. This is a splendid offer. Push it hard.

Hegin to-day.

not at all essential, although, in changing from'

horses out to the straw .
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