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Thinning Beets

Prof. Harcourt of the Ontario
Agricultural College gives the fol
lowing advice oun growing and
thinning beets

BEFORE THINNING

As soon as the plants can be
traced in the row, surface culty
vation of the soil between the
rows should be comsmenced, to
clean the land and preserve mois
ture, to admit air more freely
into the soil, and in every way
to hasten the most rapid growth
of the young plants This culti
vation may be accomplished by
hand, but more quickly by means
of a horse hoe. In cultivating, it
should be remembered that the
voung plants are easily injured
either by a covering of earth or by
being loosened; therefore a strip
of two inches on each side of the
plants in the row should not be
disturbed by this early cultiva
tion

THINNING

The thinning should be commenc
ed when the young plants are de
veloping the fourth leaf and finish
ed as soon as possible. In thin-
ning, the aim should be to leave a
good, strong healthy plant every
seven inches in the row With a
narrow hoe (about five inches
wide) block out the row of young
plants, leaving little patches from
one to two inches wide. Select
the most vigorous plant, hold it
firmly in place and remove all oth
ers by hand. Care must beex
ercised in the thinning; for the
plants, unlike turnips, must not be
roughly handled.

CULTIVATION AFTER THINNING

After thinning, cultivate thor-
oughly and often, in order to open
up and loosen the soil and thus
allow the free admission of air; to
form a seil mulch which will check
the too rapid evaporation of the
soil moisture, and to produce
growth Cultivation should cease
when the plants become so large
that the work cannot be done
without breaking the leaves.

Momey in Beet Thinning

Be very careful mot to disturb
the roots of the plant that you
wish to save. A good man, {m\'
or girl who is accustomed to the
w can earan from $1.50 per day
at  ome-quarter cent per rod, and
if the foreman does his part by
seeing to it that the plants are
uot left too far apart, and that
all weeds and surplus plants are
entirely removed, there ought not
to be any further hand work to
do, unless excessive rains prevent
cultivation afterwards. In case
it becomes necessary to go over
the ground again to remove weeds,
it can be done with a long han-
dled hoe by cutting out the weeds
and hoeing around the plants.

In the process of thinning we be-
lieve it is advisable to first 1n-

struct the help and see to it that
they do their work right, and they
will soon learn to do it quickly
theh by working by the row, as
good work can be done for less
money We think it is advisable
to distribute the hands in a way
that they will be given sever
al rows in a section €0
that 1t will be easy to keep ac
count of the amount done and
their work can alwavs be inspect
ed —Michigan Sugar Beet

*
The Coming European Beetroot
Crop

According to the latest informa
tion from Kurope, the acreage
planted with beets this spring
amounts to as follows

ACREAGR IN HECTARRS*
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Toal 1,649,081 1 670,
“Hectare is equal to about 2 80 scres.
As will be seen, there is ver:
little  difference compared with
last year and now all depends on
the weather. In Germany it is
now first-rate for the growing of
the young plants and similar re
ports come from Austria-Hung
ary and France; anyhow we may,
under ordinary circumstances, ex
pect about the same beetroot su-
gar crop as in 1902, which is now
estimated to have been 5,228,700
tons from the above mentioned
eight Countries, with another 210
0o tons from other Kuropean
countries *

R. Bach, Montreal

L
Beet Sugar in Alberta
The Knight Sugar Co. at Ray
mond, Alberta, has secured a to
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tal of 3,000 acres of beets for its
first campaign. This ac e has
been planted this spring the
prospects for a satisfactory yield
are excellent

®
The Russian Beet Sugar Industry

A  statement published in the
St. Petersburg Messenger of Fin
ance, Industry and Commerce
(Viestnik Finansov, etc.), shows
that the number of beet sugar fac
tories in operation in KEuropean
Russia in 190102 was 276 against
271 in 190001, 286 in 1899-1900,
and 242 in 1898-99. The area un-
der beets was 510,336 dessiatines
1,377,754 acres), against 484,747
dessiatines (1,308,671 acres), in
190001, 414,658 dessiatines (1,200,
443 acres), in 1899-1900 and g4o1,-
714 dessiatines (1,084,507 acres) in
189899, It appears from acom-
parison of these figures that dur
mg  the four years named there
was a continuous increase in the
area devoted to sugar beets and
that the total increase within the
quadriennial period covered
moynted to_ 108,622 dessiatines
(291 acres), or a fraction more
thay 27 per cent On an average
for Ahe four vears, 327 per cent
ol /the total area was on land
peftaining to the sugar manufac-
tories, but in 190102 the propor
tion on such land is a little less,
heing 10,3 per cent

Demand for SBugar Workers
There has never been so great

a demand for sugar beet workers

and this demand gives some idea
of the impprtance of the industry
as shown by the fact that the west-
ern roads are making special rates
for workers who desire to go
from Nebraska to the farms in

Colorado and Michigan The rail-
roads are carrying them both
ways for 1', cents per mile A

great manyv workers are taking ad-
vantage of the rate, but the sup-
plv is not equal to the demand for
labor in this new and growing
field of farm labor.—Michigan Sa-
gar Beet
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Regular Price One Dollar

e Jdeal Gook Book

IS book is, without doubt, the best
of its kind ever published.

A most notable feature is the latter
! ) portion of the book, which is devoted

TH

exclusively to Sick Rbom Cookery and
treatment, before the Jocmr
arrives, of persons suddenly taken ill
or meeting with an accident.

The book contains altogether over

Bd' one thousand recipes, which have
been most carefully compiled.

Grouped together in black-face type
at the commencement of each recipe
is a statement

4 quantity of ingredients required. The
3 book is bound in substantial oilcloth
cover for the kitchen.
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