
It is encouraging that, in spite of the large de 
in the prices of metals, the mining industry 

whole more than held its own throughout Can
com

Eltflt to which C»«dl«B Trade wee Maintained.

Compared with the falling-off in the iron and steel 
business of the United States and Kurope during 
iqoK, Canada's showing gives considerable cause for 
encouragement. The world over, there was a decline 
oi about 25 per cent, from the production of 1907 
during iqoK, the year's decrease in the United States 
alone living about 40 per cent. In Canada, on the 
other hand, about 620,000 tons of pig iron were 
manufactured in the calendar year t<)o8, as compared 
with 634,000 tons in i<jo7—or a decline of but little 
more than 2 per cent. Steel ingots totalled 556'000 
tons in 1908 as compared with 666,000 tons in 1907 
—the decline in this case being rather over 15 per 
cent.

creases 
as a
ada in 11308. The year's total of $87,323,849 
pares with $811,842,7(15 in 11307. What little falling 
off there was in the total values of metallic minerals 
and of structural materials was considerably more 
than counterbalanced by the increase in other non- 
metallic products, notably coal, asbestos ai d natural 
gas. With gradual recovery of metal prices, the cur
rent year's showing promises a marked increase in 
total values.

The Year's Increase In Gold and Silver.

The preliminary report of the Dominion Depart 
ment of Mines comments upon the fact that for the 
first time in nine years the gold output-of $9,559,274 
shows an increase over the previous year. The 
Yukon output in 1908 is estimated at about $3,600,- 
000 as compared with $3,150.000 in 1907, while 
siderably increased production is also shown in the 
province of British Columbia.

Of the total gold output in 11308, over 44 per cent, 
was obtained from placer and hydraulic workings 
and 56 per cent, from sulphuret and ipiartz ores.

The estimated silver production of Canada in 1908 
was 22,070,212 ounces, shipped as fine bars, silver 
bullion, and obtained in matte, ore etc., as compared 
with 12,779.799 ounces produced in 11307, an increase 
of over 72 per cent. Owing, however, to the much 
1, wer price received in 1908, the total value of $11,- 
667,197 shows an increase of only 40 pci cent. Over 
85 per cent, of the output was obtained from Ontario, 
and the increase is all to be credited to this province, 
since there was a slight falling off in the silver out
put of British Columbia. The output from Cobalt 
district in the province of Ontario again shows a 
very large increase over the previous year, nearly 
twice as much silver having been produced.

Copper, Lead and Nickel.

Statistics of copper production in 1908 show a to
tal output of (>4,3(11,630 lbs., valued at $8,500,885, an 
increase in quantity of about 14 p er cent, over the 
production of 1907, but a decrease of 24.82 per cent, 
in value. There was an increase of over 900,000 lbs. 
1:1 the copper from the Sudbury mines, while statis
tics of production in British Columbia show a very 
important increase in production in that province of 
11.500,000 pounds.

All of the lead production shown in the general 
table, viz.: 45,725,88(1 pounds valued at $1,920,487 

obtained in the province of British Columbia. 
The production in 1907 was 47,738,703 pounds valued 
at $2,542,036, a decrease in quantity being therefore 
shown of about 4 per cent.

As the departmental report points out, with the 
exception of the nickel contained in the ores shipped 
from the Cobalt district, the production of nickel in 
Canada is derived entirely from the well-known 
nickel-copper deposits of the Sudbury district. Pre
vious to 11306 the output bad been increasing steadily 
for a number of years. During the past three years, 
however, the production lus not varied very greatly. 
In 11308 its value was $8,231,538.

Coal aad Cake.

With the exception of British Columbia, each of 
the coal producing provinces increased its output in 
11*18. Total sales and shipments of coal, including 
colliers consumption and coal used in making coke. 

10.904466 short tons—an increase of about 5

> >
THE MINERAL OUTPUT OF CANADA.

Importent Increases In Gold. Silver and Coal- 
On t put of Asbestos and Portland Cement 

Grows Steadily—Dominion's $87.000,000 
In 1908 would

a con

Minin* Production 
have Reached a Value of Over $95,-

000,000 had Metal Prices of 
1907 Continued.

Fifteen years ago the annual mineral output of the 
Dominion was about $jo,ooo,üuo. Ten years ago it 
was still under $50,000,000. Last year—in spite of 
metal prices greatly lowered the aggregate reached 
$87,^3.810. Considering copper, silver, lead and 
nickel alone, had tin* average prices for 1907 con
tinued during i<jnR, these products would have been 
worth over $8,000.000 more to the producers than 
was actually the case.

A comparison of average monthly prices of metals 
in i<x>7 ami i<jn8. as quoted by the hnginccring and 
Mining Journal of New York, shows the severity of 
the past year's price decreases.

<\mrAKi».'s or Pun ks or Metals, IS07 ani> 1908.
FTOm

6.325 
45 000 
66.327 

6.962 
18.166

Taken in conjunction with the year's increase and 
<k*ereasc in various minerals mined, the foregoing 
price-changes give the following comparison 
values m 1007 and 1908.

ConrAHisoE or Qcawtities aw» Valcw, 1907 1908.
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